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Be it known that we, FREDERICK W. HoF-
MANN, a citizen of the United States, and
PaILIP C. A, HOFMANN, a subject of the King
of Prussia,havingresided inthe United States
one year last past and declared my intention
of becoming a citizen thereof, both residing
in the city and connty of Philadelphia, State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
fulImprovement in Fastenings for Preserve

or Fruit Jars, which improvement is fully set

" forth in the following speecification and ac-
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companying drawings.
Our invention consists of a fastening for a

preserve or fruit jar, the same embodying

arms which are forced into engagement with
the cover by the action of a head which also

controls said arms, thus providing a firm, dur- |

able, sufficiently-elastic and effective fasten-
ing, as will be hereinafter set forth.

Figure 1 represents a top or plan view of a°
fastening embodying our invention. Fig. 2
represents a similar view, the fastening be-
ing partly open. Fig. 3 represents a vertical
section on line 2, «, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 represents
a side elevation, the parts being in the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 2.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures..

Referring to the drawings: A designatesa
ring or band which is secured to the neck of
a preserve or fruit jar, and rested againstthe
shoulder B thereon. : .

C designates swinging arms, which are
mounted on said ririg and rise therefrom, and
overhang the stopper or cover D of the jar as
at C’, and rest thereagainst. Theupper end
of each arm has hinged to it the bent-spring
plates or shoes E, which enter the recess Fin
the cover D. To one of said platesis pivoted
the locking head G, which consists of ‘a disk
or plate, preferably of metal, having recesses
H in its periphery, said recesses being some-
what wider than the arms C and upperlimbs
of the shoes E, so as to pass said arms and
limbs while the head is being located on the
cover, said head as is evident, being also
adapted to enter the recess F.

The operation is as follows: The cover is
located on the jar, and the arms are placed
over said cover,the shoes and head entering

the reéess F. Said headisthen pressed-down
to full extent and turned, whereby the por-
tions of the periphery between the recesses H

head is interlocked with the shoes, and the
latter control the arms C, whereby said arms
are prevented from rising and opening out-
ward,it being evident that owing to the yield-
ing nature of the shoes, the arms are forced

while being controlled, as has been stated.
‘When the jar is to be opened, the head is r¢-
tated until the recesses H register with the
arms C, when said head flies-up. The arms
together with the head may now be thrown

effectod.

The section of the head G, formed by the
recesses H, have their peripheral walls of ellip-
tical form as shown at H’, H’, so that said
walls wedge with and tighten against the
bends of the shoes E, whereby improper re-
verse rotation of the head is prevented.

The lower end of the pivot G’ of the head
G, enters the openings ¥’ in the inner ends

thus preventing. said pivot from pressing
against the shoes, while said limbs may be
brought closely together, and will be imme-
diately engaged by the head G, when gwing-
ing into the recess F' of the cover, thereby
preventingsaid limbsfrom rising through the
recesses H.

The recess F of the cover is deeper in its
center than at the periphery, whereby suffi-
cient space is provided in said cover to re-
ceive the lower limbs of the shoes, and the
adjacent end of the pivot G/, and avoid-in-
jurious strain on the cover by any downward
pressure of the parts on the same.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— _

1. A fastening fora preserve jarconsisting
of swinging arms, a rotating head carried by
one of the arms, and shoes on the other arms
with which said head engages, said arms be-
ing adapted to bear on the cover of the jar,
substantially as described.

2, In a fastening for a preserve jar, the com-

.enter the limbs of the shoes E, and thus the ¢

with an elastic pressure against the cover D,

6c

65

back, the cover then being no longer con-
trolled, so that its removal may be readily
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of the lower limbs of the shoes, said openings |
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bination of a swinging shoe formed of limbs,

a swinging arm carrying said shoe, and a ro-

tating head mounted on another arm, said

head being adapted to engage said shoe, and

5 thus hold the arms pressed against the cover,
. substantially as described.

3. Arms with shoes thereon, and a rotating
head mounted on one of said arms, and hav-
ing recesses in its periphery, the parts of the

1o head between the periphery being adapted to

engage with said shoes, and thereby confrol
said arms, which latter bearagainstthe cover,
said parts being combined substantially as
deseribed.

FREDERICK W. HOFMANN.
PHILIP C. A. HOFMANN.

Witnesses:
JoHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
R. H. GRAESER.




