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To all whom it may concern:.

Be it known that I, BEKJAMIN J. STURTE-
VANT, of St. Paul, in the county of Ramsey
and State of Minnesota, have invented a néw
and Improved Seal, of which the following isa
fall, clear, and exact description.

The invention is an improved tag-seal for
railway car doors. .

The object of the present invention is to
provide a new and improved seal, which is
simple and durable in construction, and ar-
ranged to prevent unauthorized persons from
tampering with the hook in the hollow tag,
to open the seal.

The invention consists of a tag made of
frangible material and formed with a recess
into which opens a slot, and a spring hook
adapted to be drawn into the said recess and
formed at one end with an extension to fll
the said slot,

The invention also consists of certain parts
and details, and combinations of the same, as
will be hereinafter described and then pointed
out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
gira,wings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figurel isa side elevation of the improve-
ment as applied. Fig. 2 is a sectional side
elevation of thesame on theline 2—2 of Fig.
4. TFig. 3 is an enlarged inverted plan view
of the improvement; and Fig. 4 is a seetional
plan view of the same on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

The improved seal is provided with a strip
or band A, of tin or other suitable material
doubled up as shown .in Figs. 1 and 2 and

formed atits ends with apertures A’,adapted

to beengaged by a spring hook B, arranged to
pass into a recess ¢’ formed in a tag C, made
of clay or other suitable material and marked
on one or all of its sides with characters ap-
propriate to the purpose for which the seal is
intended, (see Fig.1.) ‘
The spring hook B is approximately U-
shaped and has one of its members B’ bent
outward and pointed to engage one side of
the wall of the recess ¢/, as plainly illustrated
in Fig. 2. The shank B?of the hook B is

formed with a curved extension B®having its 5o
outer end Biarranged horizontally of a length
corresponding to the width of the recess C.
The recess C’ is preferably in the shape of a

_eross, as is plainly illustrated -in Fig. 3, and

the inner end of the said recess terminates in 355
a slot C? extending clear through the other
end of the tag and of a size to admitthe dou-
bled up strip A, but to prevent the passage
of the hook B, as will be understood by refer-
ence to Fig. 2.

The seal is used as follows: The strip A is
first passed through the parts to be locked
and if used on a car door, as illustrated in
Figs. 1 and 2, is passed through the staples
D, D’ secured to the door E and the door 63
frame E’ respectively. The strip A is then
bent upon itself and the ends are passed
through the slot C? and recess C’ of the tag
C,after which the hook B is engaged with the
apertures A’ of the strip A as illustrated in 7o
Fig. 1. The operator then moves the tag C
outward on the strip A to eause the tag to
pass over the hook B, thereby causing the
member B’ to compress slightly in the recess
C’ and to finally seat itself in the opposing 75
wall of the recess, as illustrated in Fig. 2.

The extension B?of the hook B fills part of
the recess C’ and the horizontal end B? com-
pletely prevents access to the hook so as to
prevent unauthorized persons from tamper- 8o
ing with the hook to open theseal.

It is understood that the pointed member
B’ embeds itself in the soft material of the
tag and prevents thelatter from beingslipped
inward on the strip A.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as newand desire to secure by Letters
Patent— ‘

1. A seal comprising the frangible hollow
tag open at its lower end and having a slot go
in its upper end communicating with its re-
cessed interior, a strip or band adapted to be
passed through the recess and slot from the
lower end of the tag, and a self locking fas-
tening device for the lower end of the strip 93
and adapted to be drawn into the tag through
the lower open end thereof by the said strip,
the said device being formed with an exten-
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sion to seal part of the said recess to prevent | hook having a pointed member to engage the
access to the said device, substantially as | wall of the tag and a curved extension hav- 10
shown and deseribed. ing a straight end, substantially as shown
2. In a seal, the combination with a frangi- | and desecribed.
5 ble hollow tag, and a strip or band adapted BENJAMIN J. STURTEVANT.
to be passed through said tag, of the spring Witnesses:
hook for engaging said strip or band and THEO. MILLEN,
adapted to be drawn within said tag, the said L. B. ALLEN.




