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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN THIELEN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Fremont,
in the county of Dodge and State of Nebraska,
have invented a new and useful Neck-Yoke
genter, of which the following is a specifica-

ion,

The invention relates to improvements in
neck-ygke centers; and the objects in view are
to provide a cheap and simple center for neck-
yokes, the same being capable of being con-
structed or produced from scrap leather;
wl}lch will be strong and durable, readily ap-
plled'to neck-yokes, and adapted to fit differ-
ent sizes of yokes.

_ Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will appear in the following description,
and the novel features thereof will be particu-
larly pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings:—Figurel is a
front elevation of a neck-yoke center em-
bodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a reverse
view of the same, Fig. 3 is a vertical trans-
verse sectional view through the center. Fig.
4 is a similar view to one side of the center or
through one of the screws and its hole. Fig.
5 18 a detail in perspective of the reinforcing-
plate.

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

In the practice of my invention, it being
one of my main objects to reduce the cost by
utilizing serap-leather, I employ several lay-
ors of the same, cutting them to the desired
shape exteriorly to form the center 1, having
the eye 2, and stitching the same adjacent to
the edges of the eye and to the center. The
under sideof the center thus formed is skived
away 80 as to produceat the upper eud of the
center the flexible yoke embracing-flap or

‘tongue 3. 'This flap or tongue embraces the

neck-yoke 4 in the usual manner, and is lo-
cated thereon between the usual annular bear-
ings & with which the said yoke is provided.
Upon the exterior of the flexible flap at the
rear side thereof I apply a metal-plate 6,said
plate when viewed in cross-section, being an-
gular. The upper end of this plate is pro-
vided with a series of rivet holes 7, and rivets

50 8 pass through these holes and the flexible

flap. The plate is preferably cast, and at its
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lower corners is provided with thickened per-
forated portions 9 which are located coinci-
dent with similar perforations formed in the
flap and with elongated openings or slots 10
formed in the center1above the eye2 thereof.
A transverse washer-plate 11 is located upon
the front side of the center over the elongated
openings, and the same has perforations 12
which register therewith. Through the per-
forations 12 the elongated openings 10 and
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the perforations 9 in the plate I pass 2 pair -

of stout screws 13, the threads of which en-
gage with threads formedin the perforations
9 of the metal-plate, and the heads of the
serews riding nupon the washer 11 at the front
side of the center. '

By means of the elongated openings I may.

increase or decrease the size of the loop pro-
duced by the flap and thus accommodate the
aforesaid center toyokes of various diameters.

It is generally known that the weakest
point in a leather neck-yoke center is at the
point of connection between the center and
the flap, and I therefore, in order to strengthen
this point, employ the metal-plate deseribed,
as well as the washer-plate, so that a thorough
reinforcement of this heretofore weak point
is made. It will also be seen that the angu-
lar plate 6, which isarranged on the outer end
of the flap, forms a rigid support for the
screws 13, and that during the twisting of the
neck yoke, incident to its use, the strain, at
the point of attachment of the flap to the body

-of- the neck yoke, is greatly reduced owing to

the loose connection between the flap and the
body, established by the elongated openings
10; and that the body portion of the neck
yoke center is permitted a limited movement
on the end of the flap, in order that it may
give to thestrain, and to preventany liability
of the leather breaking thestitches and erack-
ing at this point and separating the layers.
Trom the foregoing description, in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, it will
be seen thatI am enabled by my invention to
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employ scrap-leather for the purpose of pro-

ducing the center, and that the same by rea-

son of my invention is strong and durable.
Having described my invention, what I

claim ig—

1. The herein described neck yoke center
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doubled on itself to form a yoke receiving
loop and having the terminal of the folded
portion rigidly supported and loosely con-
nected with the body portion of the neck yoke
center, whereby the said body portion is per-
mitted a limited movement at the point of at-
tachment to relieve it of strain, substantially
as described.

2. The herein deseribed improved neck-
yoke-center, the same being doubled upon it-
self to form a yoke-receiving loop, and hav-
ing opposite its terminal elongated openings,
a metal angular-plate arranged at the rear
side of the center and provided with threaded
perforations agreeing with the elongated
openings in the center and with similar per-
forations formed in the terminal, a washer-
plate at the front side of the center and per-
forated to correspond therewith, and screws
passed through the perforationsin the washer-
plate, and the perforations in the termi-
nal-and rear reinforcing-plate and engag-
ing threads in the latter, and arranged in the
elongated openings of the neck yoke center,
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whereby the latter is permitted a limited
movement on its terminal to relieve it of
strain, substantially as specified.

3. The herein described improved heavy
flat neck-yoke center, the same consisting of
layers of material and being reduced toward
its upper end to form a flexible yoke embrac-
ing-flap and perforated at its end, which per-
forations correspond to openings formed in

‘the center, an angular plate riveted to theex-

terior of the flap and correspondingly perfo-
rated, a washer-plate upon the front center,
and serews passed through the plate and the
perforations of the eenter, flap,and plate and
engaging threads in the latter, substauntially
as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN THIELEN.
Witnesses:

J. W. GOFF,
CLARENCE RECKMEYER.
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