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UNTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

OTTO ALEXANDER BURTON, OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA.

BOXING-GLOVE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 528,568, dated July 24,1894,
‘ Application filed April 21,1894, Serial No. 508,411, (No model.)

Do all whom it may concern:

Be it l_;nown that I, OTT0 ALEXANDER BUR-
TON, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Atlanta, in the county of Fulton and State of
Georgia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Boxing-Gloves; and I do
hereby declare the following tobe a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in theart to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention has relation. to boxing
glovps; and it consists in certain peculiari-
ties in the construction thereof, substantially
as_hereinafter described and particularly
pointed out in the subjoined claims.

It is well known that in boxing or sparring
contests disputes frequently arise both as to
the fairness of blows and as to the exact num-
ber of times the contestants have given and
received blows, which disputes have been de-
cided with more-or less uncertainty as to the
correctness of the judgments rendered, be-

cause the judges or referees had to depend |

solely on the alertness and correctnessof their
vision, which provides, at the best, an unsat-

isfactory basis for decisions in such contests,

as the movements of the adversaries fre-
quently are so quick and in such quick sue-
cession that the eye cannot correctly follow
all of them. This is especially disadvanta-
geousin contests to be decided upon a basis of
“ points ” only, instead of upona “ knockout.”
To overcome this difficulty by providing the
boxing glove with a device which, without in-
juring the contestants, will afford visible, in-
disputable evidence on the persons of the
contestants as to the number of times and the
exact places where each opponent was struck
by his antagonist, is the object of my inven-
tion. This object isaceomplished by the con-
struction illustrated in the accompanying
drawings,in which—

Figurel representsa boxing glove provided
with my improvements, said glove being
shown as if it were on the doubled fist of a
person. Iig. 2is a perspective view of the
glove open, having the marker in the palm
thereof. Fig. 8 is'a sectional side view and
Fig. 4 a plan view of the cup which contains
the marker proper. :

The same letters of reference degignate the
same parts in the several figures.

A designates the glove, considered as a
whole, and ¢ the inner lining thereof. This
glove has, at any suitable point, a removed
part, shown at A’, within which is located a
cup, B,which contains themarker,said marker
preferably consisting of a suitable porous and
compressible device, C,saturated with a mark-

ing fluid or substance, and having an open-

ing or openings through which the marking
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fluid or substance is foreced when the com-

pressible device is compressed, as by a blow
given. The marker preferably projects en-
tirely through the mouth of the cup to a
point beyond the outer surface of the glove.

I have found from practice that ordinary
writing ink provides a satisfactory marking
means, and that an ordinary sponge answers
perfectly as a receptacle for the ink, because
it is so soft that its use is not liable to result
in injury to the contestants, and for the fur-
ther reasons that it is adapted to contain a
considerable quantity of the marking fluid
and will discharge a part of said fluid when
subjected to very slight pregsure.

The cup, B, is preferably made of rubber,
S0 as to be elastic enough to not impede com-
pression and expansion of the sponge and to

‘not injurethe person struck by the glove, and

it has in its outer end a series of openings, b,
through which the marking fluid passes and
arms, b’, for holding the sponge in place, and
in its inner end an opening, b’’, through

which the sponge is inserted. This cup isre-

movably secured to the innerlining, a, of the
glove, preferably by thin steel washers, D D’,
made long enough to extend over the open-
ing, b’ in the cup and located respectively
within and outside of said cup, and by abroad,
flat nut, E, and bolt, E’, so that by disengag-
ing the bolt from the nut the cup is released

and may be removed, and, by tightening the’

bolt through the nut, the cup is secured in
place. Access maybehad to thehead of said
bolt for screwing and unscrewing the same
from the outside of the glove, through the
cup when the latter contains a sponge, and
said head of the bolt is preferably formed
with a slit or recess, ¢/, adapted to be engaged
by a serew driver blade for the purpose of
operating it.

From the above it will readily be seen that
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when a blow has “landed® the device which
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contains the marking fluid is compressed and
thereby instantaneously discharges a part of
its contents against the spot struck. Visible
evidences of the fact that a blow has been
given and of the exact spot it landed on are
thereby given, which evidences may be used
as the basis for an absolutely correct decision,
which marks may be erased at the end of
each round. It is obvious that each glove
may be provided with any number of mark-
ers, and that said marker or markers may be
located in any suitable place or placesin the
glove.

I do not wish to be understood as limiting
myself to the precise construction herein
shown and described, as it will, doubtless, be
found that some of the details may be advan-
tageously varied, and to vary such details I
therefore reserve to myself the liberty.

Having now deseribed my invention, what
I believe to be new and desire to secure by
_Letters Patent, and what I therefore claim,
is—

1. Aboxing glove, having a part of its sur-
face removed, and provided within said re-
moved part with a porous and compressible
device designed to contain a supply of mark-
ing fluid or substance and to discharge the
same through the mouth of said removed
part when compressed, as by a blow given,
substantially as described.

2. A boxing glove, having a part of its sur-
face removed and provided, within said re-

moved part, with a flexible cup,and a porous
and compressible device, received by said cup

and adapted to contain a marking flnid or.

substance, substantially as deseribed.

3. A boxing glove, having a part of its sur-
face removed, and provided, within said re-
moved part, with a removable flexible cup
having open spaces and cross arms at its outer
end and an opening in its inner end, and a
porous and compressible device received by
said cup and adapted to discharge a marking
fluid or substance through said spaces in the
outer ‘end thereof when compressed, as by a
blow given, substantially as described. _

4. A boxing glove, having a part of its sur-
face removed and provided, within said re-
moved part, with a flexible eup having an
opening in its outer end and also having an
opening in its inner end, washers, covering
said opening in the inner end of the cup,
means, extending through said last-named
opening and washers, for securing said cup
removably to the glove, and a compressible
devieein said cup designed to contain a mark-
ing fluid or substance, substantially as de-
seribed and for the purposes specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

OTTO ALEXANDER BURTON.

Witnesses:
. E. WELCH,
J. B. RICHARDS.
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