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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

JAMES V. COLEMAN, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA..

- ADJUSTABLE PARTITION FOR PACKING-BOXES, &.c.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 824,163, dated August-7, 1894,

~ Application filed August 1, 1893,

To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, JAMES V. COLEMAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of San. Francisco, State of
California, have invented a new and useful
Adjustable Partition for Packing - Boxes,
Travelers’ Trunks, &e., of which the follow-

- ing is a specification, ‘
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My invention relates to a novel construe-
tion of movable partitions adapted for pack-
ing-boxes, trunks, portmanteaus and' boxes
for sporting goods such as fishing and hunt-
ing tackle, and the object of my invention is
to provide a means for separating and com-
pressing the articles into a small compass
and keep them in place, whereby great econ-
omy in space is had and the contents of the
box easily reached at all times.

To this end my invention consists in pro-
viding such receptacles with inwardly formed
grooves along which lugs connected to the
partition-plates move; the latter being pro-
vided with centrally arranged rods or thumb-
screws the lower ends of ‘which engage with
a base-plate and hold the partition-plates
firmly in place, all of which together with the
details of construction and operation will be
hereinafter fully set forth and deseribed.

In the accompanying drawings which form
part of this specification and to which refer-
ence is had by letters:—Figure 1 isa perspec-
tive viewof a box embodying my invention
with movable partitions in place and one end
removed. Fig. 2 isa vertical transverse sec-
tionof the same. Fig. 3isa perspective view

-of one of the sections.

The partitions A A may be composed of
metal or other suitable material and are pro-

“vided with split lugs B B B* B* riveted to

edges at each end of the plate, the faces of
the upper lugs B B being made flush with the
top edge of the partition so that it will move
without friction in the groove assigned forit
to be hereinafter described. »

Each partition is provided with fixed cen-
tral sockets D D* in which is set a screwrod
E having a head E*.on the upper end for
tarning the rod.  The lower end portion is
screw-threaded and fits a threaded socket in
the lower block D*, The end of this screw
portion rests on a bearing plate or strip F
fixed along the bottom of the box, case or re-
ceptacle, so that when the rod is screwed:

‘down the upward pressure exerted by the |
screw upon the partition causes the lugsBB* | .
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to bind in the grooves C C and hold the par- .

tition firmlyin place. The bearing strip F is
fixed to the bottom of the box or receptacle
as shown in Fig.1to take the pressure of the
screw and prevent it from cutting into the
bottom of the box. C ‘

Theheight of the partitions may be such as -

to leave space between them and the cover
of the case for rods, landing-net, &e.

‘As thus constructed it will be seen that
each partition is movable along the grooves
and independent of its fellow and that the
whole interior of the box or case can be di-
vided into smaller spaces and the contents

~of the sub-divisions be compressed and made

compact by exerting pressure upon the plate
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of such compartment and turning down the '

binding-rod or thumb-screw. It will also be

seen that the contents of one division can be- -

removed without disturbing any other com-
partment of the series.

When a removable tray is provided in a -

box or receptacle to which my movable par-
tition is applied the ledges for the tray will
be set just above the upper groove in the
sides, as shown at G Figs. 1 and 2.
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

. ent, is—

The combination with a box or similar re-
ceptacle having grooves in the inner walls or
faces of its opposite vertical sides, of 4 moy-
‘able.vertical partition provided on itg oppo-
site ends with lugs or projections adapted to
fit and slide in said grooves and a clamping
or locking device on the partition consisting
of a vertical rod rotatable in guides onone
face of the partition, its foot or end at the
bottom -of the partition adapted to bear
against the bottom of the box, a head on the

top-end accessible from the top of the parti- i

tion and a screw-threaded portion on the
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body of the rod fitted to a corresponding -

threaded socket in one of the guides; whereby
the partition is locked in position by -the
downward thrust of the rod against the said
bottom when the rod is rotated and the said
locking means is operative from the upper
part of the box. :

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand and seal.

JAS. V. COLEMAN. [L.s]
Witnesses: . ‘

C. W. M. SmiITH,
EpwARD E. OSBORN,
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