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Be it known that I, LUTHER MATTHEWS, re-
siding at Paris, in the county of Henry and
State of Tennessee, have invented a new and
Improved Folding Chicken -Coop, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to folding chicken
coops, and it has for its object to provide a
simple and inexpensive coop of this kind,
which can be easily spread or folded and be
held locked in either position. :

.Theinvention consistsin a coop constructe

in the peculiar and novel manner hereinafter

first described in detail,and then pointed out
in the claims, reference being had to the ac-
eompanying drawings, in which— ;
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved coop the parts being opened out show-
ing the coop ready for use. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of the same showing the top re-
moved, one of the ends folded down in full
lines, and one of the sides shown down in
dotted lines. Fig. 3 is a transverse section

> -ontheline3—3Fig.1. TFig.4is a perspective

view of the coop knocked down and folded,
and Fig. 5 is a detail cross section on the line

.5—5 Fig. 1.
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In the practical construction of my im-
proved coop the same embodies a bottom por-
tion, side and end portions hinged thereto, a
detachable top portion, and locking means
whereby such parts are held secure in either
the unfolded or folded positions. The coop
proper may be formed in practice of either
wire network, slatted members, or a combi-
nation of slat and wire portions.

In thedrawings I haveshown, and for inex-
pensiveness I prefer to form the bottom A of
wood, centrally of which is formed an eye or
staple @ to which is pivotally secured a pair
of serew bolts B B’ of different lengths for a
purpose presently explained. At the sidesof
the bottom, strips C C are secured which pro-
ject up a distance equal the thickness of the
ends, and to such strips arehinged, tofold in-
ward, the sides D D, which as well as the ends

and top is made of suitdble skeleton framing .

and woven wire as shown. The end pieces
E are hinged directly to the bottom piece to
fold inward, and at the upper ends such end

‘pieces have studs e, for a purpose presently -

explained. -

So far as deseribed it will be readily un-
derstood by reference to Fig. 2, that by first
turning the end members down on the bot-
tom piece, and then the sides down onto the
end sections the body of the eoop will be
packed flat in a space equal the thickness of
the bottom, the ends and side portions.

F indieatés the top section which is formed
substantially as shown in Fig. 1, its end mem-
bers having sockets f, f, which when the coop
is arranged for use, fits over the studs e on
the end members E, and holds such members
from being pushed inward, and such top F
has centrally an apertured bearing portion 77,
through which is adapted to passthe threaded
eud of either one of the lock bolts B B’, on
which is adapted to be secured the lock nat
H. It will be noticed by reference to Fig. 2,
such bolts B and B’ are of different lengths,
the shorter one B, being of a length sufficient
to project up through the top when the coop
ig folded to its eompact form, while the other
B’ is of a length sufficient to extend up
through such top when the coop is adapted
for use as shown in Fig. 1. By thus provid-

55

6o
65
70

75

ing two bolts of unequal length, a simple and -

effective means is provided for holding the
several parts locked either in the extended
or folded position, it being obvious that by
hinging the ends and sides to fold inward,
they cannot be swung outward beyond a ver-

-tical position,and by arranging the end pieces

between the ends of the side members, and
providing such end pieces with stops adapted
to engage lock notches in the top, such side
pieces, as also the ends, will be securely held
from Dbeing pushed inward when the top is
held thereon in alocked position.

Having thus described my invention, what

Iclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— . ’ T

1. A folding coop comprising a bottom, end
sections hinged to fold inward flat onto the
bottom,side sections hinged to fold flat onto
the end sections, a pair of serew bolts of un-
equal length pivotally secured centrally to

the bottom, a removable top having a central -

aperture and-a lock nut adapted to.,be fitted
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on either of such bolts when projected through
the aperture in the said top, all arranged sub-
stantially as shown and for the purposes
specified.

2. In a folding coop having inwardly fold-
ing side and end sections, a bottom member
having a centrally disposed eye or staple, a
pair of eye bolts of unequal lengths pivotally
connected thereto, having screw threaded

10 ends, a detachable top member having a cen-

tral aperture adapted to receive alternately
the said threaded ends, as the cerate is folded
or adjusted to an extended position, a winged
nut adapted to fit the projected end of such

bolts, all arranged substantially as shown and 15

described.
LUTHER MATTHEWS.

Witnesses:
H. T. BLANTON,
A. E. WRIGHT._




