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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, WiLLiAM DEWEY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Thorp, in
the county of Clark and State of ‘W isconsin,
have invented a new and useful Whiffletree-
Hook, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The invention relates to improvements in
whiffletree hooks. .

The object of the presentinvention istoim-
prove the construction of "whiffletree hooks,
and to provide a simple and inexpensive one
which will be positive and reliable in its op-

- eration, and which will securely hold a trace
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when locked and will enable the same to be

" quickly detached when desired.
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- . The invention consists in the construction

and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings and pointed
out in the ¢laims hereto appended.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a whiffletree hook constructed in ac-
cordance with this invention, the parts being
unlocked. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional
view, the parts beinglocked. Fig.3isa trans-
verse sectional view. ’ ‘

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

*.responding parts in the several figures of the
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drawings. ,

ldesignates arigid hook, adapted to receive
the eye of a trace, and provided with an in-
tegral ferrule or sleeve 2, adapted to be placed
on an end of a whiffletree, and provided ad-
Jjacent to the arm 1 with an annular shoulder
3, forming a bearing for a $pring 4, that en-
gages a sleeve 5, having an arm 6, which co-
opsrates with the arm 1. The sleeve 5 is ro-
tatably mounted on the ferrule 2; it covers
and conceals the spiral spring 4, and is pro-
vided with an innerannular shoulder 7 , form-
ing a bearing for the other end of the said
spiral spring 4, whereby the shoulder and the
sleeve 5are foreed inward with relation to the
whiffletree. The sleeve 5 is retained on.the
ferrule 2 by an annular flange 8, fitted on the
end of the ferrule 2 and consisting, prefer-
ably, of a collar, and secured on the said fer-
rule by swaging the end 9 thereof, or by any
other suitable means.
L-shaped, has its branch, which is arranged
parallel with the whiffletree and which re-

The arm 1, which is |

receive the outer end 11 of the arm 6 o.f the
sleeve; the outer end 11 of the arm 6 is re-
duced and is introduced into the recess 10
through a narrow slot or entrance-opening
12, and it is foreced away from the entrance-

ceives the trace, provided with a recess 10,to -
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slot.or opening by the spiral spring, and is

firmly retained in engagement with the arm
1 at the outer end of the recess 10.
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‘When it is desired to detach the trace, the .

sleeve 5 is moved inward on the ferrule
against the action of the spiral spring until
the reduced end 11 of the arm 6 is opposite

the entrance slot or opening 12, and thesleeve

5 is then rotated, partially, to carry the re-
duced end 11 outward through the entrance
slot-or opening 12 to separate the arms 6 and
1. The trace may then be removed from or
placed on the arm 1, as will readily be seen.

It will be apparent that the arm 1, which is
L-shaped, is rigid and forms a firm and secure
support for the trace, which is not connected
or attached by any movable part that is lia-
ble to work loose or become detached by the
vibrations of the trace. It will also be seen
that the whiffletree hook is simple and com-

“paratively inexpensive in construction, that

it is adapted to be readily applied to any or-
dinary singletree,and that it is capable of se-
curely holding a trace, and of enabling the
Iatter to be quickly detached when desired.

Changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the principle or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.

‘What I claim is— v ‘

1. In a whiffletree hook, the combination of

adapted tobe placed on the end of a whiffle-
tree, a rotary sleeve mounted on the ferrule
and provided with an arm interlocking with
that of the ferrule, said rotary sleeve having
a sliding movement longitudinally of the
sleeveor ferrule to disengage it from the arm
thereof and a spring arranged beneath the
rotary sleeve and concealed by the same and
adapted to hold said arms in engagement,
substantially as deseribed. -

2. A whiffletree hook comprising a hook-
arm provided with a ferrule having an annu-
lar shoulder, a rotary sleeve mounted on the
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"a hook-arm provided with a sleeve or ferrule
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ferrule and having on its interior an annular |

shoulder and provided with an outward pro-
Jecting arm arranged to interloek with that
of the ferrule, and a spiral spring disposed
on the ferrule and engaging said shoulders,

whereby the arms are held interlocked, sub- ;

stantially as desecribed.

3. A whiffletree hook comprising a ferrule
adapted to beplaced on a whiffletree, a hooked
arm rigid with the ferrule and provided atits
outer terminus with a recess and having an
entrance-slot communicating with the recess,
a rotary sleeve mounted on the ferrule and
provided with an ontward-éxtending arm hav-
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ing its outer éxtremity of a size to enter the 13
said entrance-slot to engage the recess, and a
spiral spring disposed on the ferrule and en-
gaging the rotary sleeve, whereby the arm of
the sleeve is held in engagement with the re- .
cess, substantially as deseribed. 20

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM DEWEY.

" Witnesses:
H. E. HOWARD,
L. O. GARRISON.




