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To all whom it may concern:

_Be it known that I, OrRLO W. McNEILL, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Ackworth, in the county of Warren
and State of Iowa, have invented an Improved
Foldmg Egg-Case, of which the following is
a specification.

The object of this invention is to provide a
cheap, simple and durable case for eggs or
the like, in which the fewest possible number
of hinges is employed and which may be

- quickly folded up in a compact form with all

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

the parts securely held together.

My invention consists in certain features
of construction, arrangement and combina-
tion of parts, as hereinafter set forth, pointed
outin myeclaim and illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 shows the complete case in per-
spective. Fig. 2 is a central transverse sec-
ticnal view of the case set up, and Fig. 3 is
a like view showing the case closed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the reference letter A is used to indicate the
side pieces which may each be formed com-
plete in one piece. At each end of the side
pieces on their inner faces is secured an up-
right A% which serves the double purpose of
strengthening the side pieces and forming
part of the ends of the case, and made flush
with the top and bottom of said side pieces.

B, B, indicate two strips secured to the in-
ner lower surfaces of the side pieces, with
their under surfaces flush with the bottom of
the side pieces and having the grooves B? at
thelr.mner top surfaces preferably formed
therein by placing an additional narrow strip
on top thereof.

Dz D, indicate strips secured to the top of

the inner surfaces of the side pieces and each
hav1‘ng a groove or rabbet D? formed in its
top inner edge for purposes hereinafter ex-
plained.
It will be readily seen that a side piece con-
structed with the strips to reinforce the ends,
top and bottom as set forth will be strong and
durable and cheaply constructed.

The.end pieces are each composed of two
pieces I, F, hinged together at their meeting
edges to swing inwardly by means of the

hinges F? and having their outer sdges con-
nected with the uprights A? by means of the
hinges H, to swing inwardly and allow the
sides to be brought in close proximity to each
other with the end pieces resting against the
strips D, D to hold them separated from the
side pieces aslight distance, as clearly shown
in Fig. 8. '

The top and bottom of the device are each
preferably composed of asingle piece, the bot-
tom one J adapted to rest on the strips B, B,
as clearly shown in Fig. 2 and with its ends
in engagement with the end pieces F, F, and
the top one K adapted to rest on the strips
D, D, engage the end pieces F, IF, and be flush
with the top of the said strips. When it is
desired to fold the case the bottom is turned
upwardly to lie approximately parallel with
the side pieces with its lower edge resting
on one of the strips B, B, and the top placed
in position resting upon the opposite strips,
when the end pieces may be folded inwardly
and the sides brought close together. When
in a closed position a hook M attached to one
of the uprights A® may be placed in engage-
ment with a screw eye M?in the opposite up-
right to securely lock the parts together and
when set up the bottom needs no support
while the top may be held in place and pre-
vented from moving upwardly by means of
hooks N attached thereto to engage eyes N?
in the strips D, D. :

P indicates leather handles secured to the
top and bottom pieces whereby they may be
grasped to elevate the said parts out of the

- case when it is desired to set up the same.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew therein, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States therefor,
is— .

An improved. folding egg case comprising

two side pieces an upright fixed to each end

of the side pieces at the inner face thereof, a
strip having a shoulder at its inner edge fixed
to the lower edge of the inner face of each
side piece a strip having a shoulder at its in-
ner face fixed to the top of the inner surface
of each side piece, two ends each composed
of two pieces having their meeting edges
hinged together and hinged to the aforesaid
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uprights af their outer edges, to fold inwardly, | allel therewith and means for securing the top 10
a bottom piece adapted torest upon said strips | against an upward movement and means for
and engage the inner faces of the ends, and | holding the sides together when folded, sub-
a top piece adapted to rest in the grooves | stantially as and for the purposes stated.

5 formed in the strips at the tops of the side

; . , ORLO W. MONEILL.
pieces and engage the inner surfaces of the

end pieces said bottom and top pieces being ‘Witnesses:

adapted to enter between the strips at the L. L. MOSHER,

bottom and top of the side pieces and lie par- L. A. CAREY.
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