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To all whom it may concermn:

Beit known that I, FRANK F. VARING, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Secales
Mound, in the county of Jo Daviess and State
of Illinois, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Wagon End-Gates; and
I do deeclare the following to be a full, clear,
ax}d exact deseription of theinvention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence b#ing had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
glereon, which form a part of this specifica-

ion.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in end gates for vehi-
cles, and aims to provide means for securing
the gate to the sides of the wagon box, to pre-
vent the sides from spreading and provision
being had to lock the gate from being with-
drawn from the box, by means of buttons
which engage with metallic cleats securely
fastened to the vehicle box.

_A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a sectional end gate for the purpose
described, which is equipped with self adjust-
ing rods connecting the metallic ends of the
end gate, and which serve torelieve the hinges
from extra weight or strain from a lateral
pressure. :

To these ends and to such others as thein-.

vention may pertain, the same consistsin the
novel construction, combination and adapta-
tion of the parts as will be hereinafter more
fully described and then speeifically defined
in the appended claim.

I clearly illustrate my invention in the aec-
companying drawings, which with the letters
of reference marked thereon, form a part of
thisspecification, and in which drawings simi-
lar letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views, in which—

Figure 1, is a perspective view of the end
gate as applied to the box of awagon. Fig.2,is
an enlarged perspective view of the end-gate;
Fig. 3, adetail view of the metallic cleats with
which the ends of the gate engage.

Reference now heing had to the details of
the drawings by letter A, represents the vehi-

cle bottom, B, B the sides thereof, C and C’ 50

the two sections of the end gate one of which
sections is provided with the adjusting lever
D, having an extension D’ with aperture d
which isadapted to receive a staple d’, for the
purpose of locking the sections of the gate
which are hinged as shown at E.

To the sides of the vehicle box are bolted
the cleats F, F, made of malleable iron pref-
erably, and these cleats are recessed at G
which recesses are designed to receive the
ends of the gate sections, provided with me-

tallic ends I which conform in shape to the

recesses G, and by their peculiar curved shape
to prevent the wagon box from spreading, as
when carrying a large load. To prevent the
end gate from a vertical movement, Iprovide
the buttons J, secured to the metallic portions
of the end gate, and adapted to engage with
the cleats F is the recesses K, K.

To relieve the hinges from thelateral strain,
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1 provide the rods L, L, having their outer .

ends securely attached to the metallic ends
of the gate sections, and they may be con-
nected with a link connection near the longi-
tudinal center of the gate, so as to allow the
sections of the gate to be readily opened and
shut, and when the sections are closed, and
their ends engaging the cleats of the box, the
rods should be taut.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

A sectional end gate for wagons comprising
in combination with the hinged sections C
and ¢’ having their free metallic ends engag-
ing cleats, the rods L, secured at their outer
ends to the metallic ends of the said sections,
their inner ends connected by a link at a point
opposite the longitudinal center of the sec-
tional board, so as to allow the sections to be
folded, all substantially as shown and de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

FRANK F. VARING.

Witnesses:
James C. MATSON,
WILLIAM J OHNSON.
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