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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE-- HERBERT SWEET FARRANT, OF BEMERTON, ENGLAND.

, < PROTECTOR FOR EXPOSED SEATS.

SPECIFICATION-forming part of ‘Letters Patent No. 524,893, dated August 21,1894,
' Applicatiqn filed March 27,1894, Serial No. 505,278. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE HERBERT
SWEET FARRANT, of Bemerton, Salisbury,
England, have invented a new and useful Im-
proved Protector for Exposed Seats, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription.- . .

My invention has for its object to provide
seats, and more especially the outside seats
of omnibuses, tramecars, and other public ve-
hicles, steam-boats, public parks, &e., with a
combined seat-back and automatically-clos-
ing cover for protecting the seat from rain,
snow and dust. |

The combined seat-back and cover is hinge-
jointed to the seatframein such manner that

when raised it will form a rigid back for the

seat, but always tends to fall down upon and
cover the seat, so that when the latter is un-
occupied it will be protected from rain and
dust without any attention on the part of the
passengers or conductor.

The combined seat-back and protector may

be constructed of wood or metal or of a light
frame covered with waterproof material, and
may be suitably padded so that when raised
it will form a comfortable back support for
the occupant of the seat.

Reference is to be had.to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
wherein—- .

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the seat
with the combined seat-back and cover closed
down upon it,and Fig, 2 isa perspective view
of the seat with the cover raised to form a
back for the seat. TFig. 8 is a vertical cross-
section with the combined seat-back and cover
raised.

The same letters of reference are used to
denote like parts in all the figures.

A is the seat formed of cross-bars in the
usual way, or solid, and either flat or curved,
as shown, or of any other suitable shape, said
seat. being supported on the usual standards
B; and Cisthe combined seat-back and cover
hinged at D fo rearwardly and upwardly pro-

jecting arms b forming extensions of the seat
standards B, the hinges being formed be-
tween these arms b and arms c attached to,
or forming part of, the standards ¢’ of the
seat-back and cover, said arms ¢ projecting
or being offset:from the rear side of the lat-
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ter, so that when the seat-back is raised, its -

center of gravity will not be in the vertical
plane of the hinges but will be situated so
far forward thereof, by reason of the offset
or rearward projection of the arms c that it
will not remain in the raised position when
the seat is unoccupied.

The hinges D are provided with stops
formed by the end ¢? of the arm ¢ project-
ing beyond the hinge knuckle and abutting
against the shoulder formed by the upper end
of the arm b, so as to limit the movement of
the hinge in one direction and afford a rigid
support for the back C when raised, as shown
in Fig. 2,

The combined seat-back and protector cor-

-responds to the flat or shaped form of the

seat,as the case may be,and is formed of the
standards ¢” and of wooden cross-rails e’ e?
affixed thereto, a sheet of waterproof fabric,
metal, or wood E, being stretched over the

.| rear or upper side of the frame and extend-

ing beyond those edges which correspond to
the ends and rear of the seat, the overhang-
ing edges of the covering permitting the rain
to drip off free of the seat and preventing it
creeping between the seat and its cover. The
uppermost rail¢’, or both rails, may be padded
on the face, if desired. - : ‘

I claim—~

1. A seat provided with a combined back
and cover adapted to fold down upon and
wholly cover the seat and to be raised so as
to form a back therefor, the said combined
back and cover being hinged to a seat-sup-
porting frame by stop-hinges whereby its
backward motion is limited and whereby it
is supported rigidly against backward press-

ure, the said hinges being in a vertical plane

to the rear of the center of gravity of the com-
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bined back and cover so that the latter will

fall forward by its own weight when relieved:

from such pressure, substantially as specified.

2. A combined seat-back and cover con-
structed of a frame formed of standards and
cross-bars, a waterproof sheeting stretched
over such frame, rearwardly offset arms fixed

~ to the frame and -connected by stop-hinge

10

joints to rearwardly and upwardly projecting
arms fixed to-the seat-supporting frame, the
hinges having stops which limit the rearward
motion of the seat-backandsaid hinges being
situated in rear of the vertical plane passing
through the center of gravity of the back so

when relieved from backward pressure, as

specified.

Signed by the said GEORGE IERBERT

SWEET FARRANT. ‘

. GEORGE HERBERT SWEET FARRANT.
In presence of— ‘
GEo. H. DAvis,

4 Highfield . Terrace, Salisbury, Clerk to
Messrs. Hodding & Jackson, Solicitors,
Salisbury.

A. J. WRIGHT,

118 Castle Street, Salisbury, Clerk to Messrs.

Hodding & Jackson, Solicitors, Salisbury.

that the back will fall forward upon the seat 13




