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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES C. HARTUNG,
a citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of St. Louis, State of Missouri, have in-
vented a certain new and useful Improve-
ment in Washboards, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description, refer-

_ere) being had to the accompanying draw-
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ings, forming part of thisspecification, where-
in like letters of reference refer to like parts
wherever they occur, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the upper
portion of a washboard, illustrating my in-
vention, the head piece being shown in a nor-
mal or central position. Fig. 2 is a similar
view illustrating a modified form of connec-
tion between the head-piece and side rails.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the upper por-

" tion of a washboard, the head piece being de-
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tached, also illustrating a different form of
connection between the head-piece and side
rails. Fig. 4 is a similar view, the head-piece
being detached, and illustrating the use of a
double U-shaped wire connection between
the head piece and board. Fig. 5 is a cross
sectional view of the upper portion of a wash-
board provided with my improvement asillus-
trated in Fig. 1, the head being in a normal
or central position, and, Fig. 6 is a similar
view of the same form, showing the position

- the head-piece will assume when the wash-
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board is dropped.
. My invention relates to a new and useful
Improvement in washboards, and consists,
generally stated, in providing the same with
a movable head, and in connecting said head
to the board proper by a yielding connection,
This invention is particularly designed for
use in connection with washboards in which
the rubbing surface is made of glass or other
friable material. _ .

_The object of the invention is to provide a
yielding head of such dimensions that, should
the board be dropped, the points of contact
with the floor or ground will be on the legs
and head, which head will absorb the shock
or jar without communicating it to the glass
rubbing surface, and thus prevents said rub-
bing surface from becoming broken.

In the drawings, A indicates the side rail,
B, the dashboard, C, the soap shelf, and D,
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the glass rubbing surface, all of said parts be-
ing common and well known in construction.

I preferably forin tenons ¢ on the: upper
ends of the side rails A, which tenouns fitinto
a eross-groove ¢, formed on the under side of
the head-piece E, thus forming a -loose con-
nection between the head and side rails, at ~
the same time offering a stop to prevent too
great side movement to the head. The tenon
and cross-groove or mortise connection be-
tween the head and side rails may, however,
be entirely dispensed with, as shown in Fig.
4, in which the head has no connection what-
ever with the side rails, except as will here-
inafter be described. '

Referring to Fig. 1:—F indicates abent wire
or rod in the form of a spring, whose ends
pass through or are secured to the head-piece
I, the loop of said piece F passing through
the dashboard, and the arms near the loop
being secured to the side rail by staple f, thus
adding rigidity to the piece F at its lower end.
The action of this spring F is normally to
hold the headpiece E in a central position, as
shown in Fig. 5,said headpiece projecting be-
yond the side rail, but,should the washboard
be dropped upon the floor or ground, the legs
thereof will strike, as will also the headpiece
E, which will move said headpiece tothe side,
as shown in Fig. 6, said lateral movement of
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the head-piece absorbing the shock or jar

through the tension of the springs F.
Referring to Fig. 2:—I have shown a wire
spring or rod G, which extends from side rail
to side rail, to which it is connected, the up-
per curved portion of said wire being secured
to the head-piece E, while staples g, near the
ends of said wire, add rigidity thereto, but
leaving the middle portion free to play. It
is desirable that one of these wires G be ar-
ranged on each side of the washboard. .
Referring to Fig. 3:—I have illustrated
another form of yielding connection for the _
head-piece E, which consists in looping over g5
said head-piece and fitting into a groove -
formed on'its upper side, to prevent displace-

‘ment, a loop H, whose ends are crossed and

secured to the side rail, by staples, as shown.

Referring to Fig. 4:—I have illustrated
another form of yielding connection for the
head-piece, which is substantially the same
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as that illustrated in Fig. 1, save that the
connection is more resilient, due to the fact
of a double .U-shaped lower portion. I have
marked the wire in this instance I.

I have shown several forms of yielding con-
nections for the head-piece, all tending to a
common result, to make the same yielding,
and it is obvious that there are many other
forms which could as easily be employed for
the same purpose. Therefore, I do not wish
to limit myself tothe exact construction here-
in shown and claimed. \

Having thusdescribed my invention, what
I elaim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. The combination with a washboard, of a.

laterally yielding head-piece for absorbing a
shock or jar, said head-piece being of such
width as to project beyond the side rails, sub-
stantially as described. ‘ v

2. The combination with a washboard, of a

head-piece which is wider than the side rails |

of the board and which head-piece is mova-
bly mounted upon the board, and a connec-

" tion between the head-piece and board com-

prising spring wires which are secured to
both of said parts,substantially as described.

3. The combination with a washboard,
whose rails are formed with tenons on their

| ends, of a head-piece formed with a mortise

larger than said tenons to receive the same
and permit a play between the parts, and a
connection between the head-piece and board,
comprising spring rods or wires attached to
the respective parts, substantially as de-

. seribed.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature, in presence of two witnesses, this
14th dayof April, 1894.

CHARLES C. HARTUNG.

Witnesses:
F. R. CORNWALL,
HuGH K., WAGNER.
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