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UNITED STATES

PatENT OFFICE.

SARAH FLORA BELLE O’LEARY, OF WAVERLY, KANSAS.

WORK-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 525,509, da.ted September 4,1894.
’ Application filed March 28,1894, Serial No, 505,495, (Nomodel,)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SARAH FL.ORA BELLE
O’LEARY, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Waverly, in the county of Coffey

. and State of Kansas, haveinvented a new and

useful Work-Box, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to animprovement in
boxes adapted to contain ladies’ articles; and
my principal object is to provide a combined
work and toilet box and to so construet the
device that it will be more simple and dura-
ble than any heretofore known, and at the
same time one which will be econvenient, to
the user. ‘

To these ends my invention consists of cer-
tain improved features of construection and
arrangement of parts, all of which will be
fully described hereinafter and finally em-
bodied in the claims,

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of a workbox
constructed after my invention. Fig.2is a
view of the invention showing the main lid
raised. Fig.3 is a section. Fig. 4 is a detail
view of the cotton cutting deviess. Fig.5 is
a detail of one form of the scissor-bed. Fig.
6 is a perspective of the device shown with
its attachments open. Fig. 7 is a bottom
plan view of the thread-cutting device.

The device consists of 'a body portion A,
square in shape and provided with the com-
partment A’, and drawer space a. Hinged
to the top side of the body and arranged to
close the compartment A, is the 1id o/, which
is provided with a lock ¢* and a eatch a?, by
which it may be secured over the compart-
ment. A jointed brace A? is provided for
the lid o/, by which it may be held open and
a spring A% -which aids in opening or raising
the lid. The compartment A’, is adapted to
contain the toilet articles, and to comprise a
portable toilet set. Secured to the under side
of the lid ¢/, is the mirror B, which is ex-
tended out from the bottom by reason of the
position of the box B’.

b, and V', indicate two clasps which are
adapted to hold a tooth or nail brush,and
these may be increased at will or their posi-
tions varied, since this i3 immaterial to the
invention. This compartment may be pro-
vided with various other devices which will

readily suggest themselves to persons skilled
in the art. -

Secured to the under sideof the lid a’,and sj5

extending at right angles to each other and

parallel with the sides of the lid are the two -

strips or cleats C, each of which forms one
side of the box B’, and are also adapted to
form a support for the spool spindles C’.
These latter devices may be of any desired
number, preferably twelve, and consist of me-
tallic rods projecting laterally toward the
sides of the box. Formed in the edges of the
lid o’ and directly above the spindles C/,are
theslotsc. Theseslotsareonefor eachspindle
and formed with a straight portion eommu-
nicating with the edge of thelid and extend-
ing inwardly for about half an inch, at which
point they curve to form substantially a
quadrant. Secured to the edges of thelida’
that are above the spindles C’, are two me-
tallie plates ¢/, which have slots ¢? formed in
their edges, and these slots are of the same
shape as the slots c. .

- D, indicates a series of openings which are
formed at the center of the quadrant part of
the slots ¢, and are matched by the openings
D’, formed above them and in the plates ¢’.
Through these openings the bolts or screws
d, passand are secured by the nuts d’, which
are arranged in the openings D. The screws
d, are adapted to hold the thread cutting de-
vices E, in place, and these consist of cireu-

lar knobs formed with central depressions E’, §

and openings E?2 therein, through which
openings the serews d, pass.
secures the knobs in place and rubber pads
E3, are placed between the plate ¢’, and nuts
d’, whereby even tension is secured. Formed
in the raised edges of the knobs E, and di-
rectly opposite each other are the notehes e,
and ¢’. Noteh ¢, is provided with a slot €2,
which extends downwardly to the lower side
of the device and is adapted to communicate,
when the knob is turned properly, with the
curved portion of slots c.

Secured to the side of the knobs E, directly
adjacent to the nolches ¢, are plates F, which
lie flush with the curved sides of the knobs
and which have the vertical cuts F/, formed
in their upper ends and directly oppositethe
noteh ¢’. These cuts or slots are just wide

enough at their upper ends to easily admit
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the thread from the spools on spindles C’,
and taper down to a very fine space at their
lower ends, the sides being formed sharp and
capable of cutting the thread when brought
thereagainst.

J; indicates the spools of thread which are
revolubly and removably mounted upon the
spindles C’, and have their thread passed
through the slots ¢, and thence up through
the slots ¢? across the knobs E, and over the
cuts or slots ¥/,in the plates F. Thus it will
be seen that the thread may be drawn out as
far as desired and then quickly parted by
bringing it in engagement with. the knife
plate F. The end of the slot ¢, may be used
to pass the thread through so that it may be
brought into engagement with the plate F, at
a more acute angle, thus expediting the cut-
ting.

In the under side of the thread cutting de- |

vice E, and just to the left of the slot €% is a
short groove N. When the device E is set
with its vertical cut F’, directly over the
straight- portion of the slot ¢, this groove in
the thread cutting device E, is just long
enough to connect the slot €*, with the end of
the slot c¢. This allows the cotton to: move
freely, and horizontally between the device
E and the metallic plate ¢’, and prevents the
end of the thread from dropping back into
the compartment A’, while in use.

The box B’, is covered by the lid f’, and
this is provided with a lock or cateh G, by
which it may be raised. -Secured to the top
of this lid f’ is a pin cushion G/, which is re-
tained by means of screws G?, thus admitting
its substitution by a new one when worn out.
Fixed to the lid a’, opposite each other and
on each side of the lid f’, are the bifurcated
studs g, to which is pivotally connected the
handle g’. By this means the device may be
carried and the parts are so arranged that the
box will be easily balanced when lifted by
this means. I have provided thimble beds or
receptacles H, and these are preferably three
in number and arranged near the back edge
of the box, These devices consist of the cy-
lindrical cups H’, provided with lids H? which
are hinged to the lid a’, by hinges arranged
adjacent to the back edge of said latter lid.
Knobs or buttons H3 are provided and affixed
to the lids H? by which they may be raised.

Fig. 5 illustrates the bed or receptacle for
holding secissors and this consists of a de-
pression %, shaped after the manner of a pair
of scissors and provided with a deeper de-
pression &', at the handles whereby these de-
vices may be easily grasped. I, indicates a
lid which is hinged at I’, and provided with
a catch I% by which the scissors may be cov-
ered. Formed in the body A, below the com-
partment A’, and occupying all the space
there-beneath, is the drawer-space a, which
isadapted for the reception of the drawer K’.
The drawer K’,is preferably formed of a solid
block of wood, though it may be otherwise
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constructed if so desired, and has formed in
it a series of compartments, adapted for the
reception of various sewing articles. Thus,
I have provided fifteen button bowls or re-
ceptacles %, in which buttons mmay be conven-
iently placed. Darningneedles may be placed
in the compartment %’, chalk in the compart-
ment I;, while various articles such as button
hooks, lead pencils, knitting needles, &c.,
may be arranged in the compartments L. A
larger opening [, is provided for embroidery
floss and ¥ and /%, may be used for button-
hole cutters and knives.

M, indicates a button by which the drawer
may be withdrawn and M’ a catch or lock for
holding the drawer in place. “Within the box
B’, a number of compartments are formed in
which various articles, such as needles, pins,
tape lines, &c., may be conveniently placed.

From the foregoing it will be seen that my
invention is extremely convenient and that
by its means a lady’s sewing articles may be
kept handy and within easy reach. It isalso
simple in construction and- attractive in ap-
pearance, while by meansof the toilet set one
may arrange the toilet while at work and with-
out having to go to their chamber.

In Figs. 1 and 5 I haveshown the lid of the
seissor bed formed of one piece and hinged
at the inner side. This is not however, the
preferred form,and Fig. 6 illustrates the man-
ner of construeting the lid which I regard
as best adapted to the purpose for which the
receptacle is used.- There, the lid is shown
as formed of the transverse sections, one of
which is secured over the bed, while the other
is hinged to the front end of its companion
and provided with aknob or button by which
it may be raised. ,

By means of the thread cutting. device the
cotton may be quickly drawn out and sev-
ered from thespoolsleaving aninch inlength
above the device for a finger hold. Turning
the device a little farther to the right than
when in use tightens the thread firmly leav-
ing an inch of it above the device to show
color and size. Lids of scissors and thimble
beds are attached by strong spring hinges
which close them firmly over their openinga.
These spring hinges; in conjunction with the
shape and arrangement of the parts, fix all
articles which may be placed therein, so firmly
in their compartments that they cannot be
shifted or removed from their place though
the box be rolled over and over. Therefore
it will be seen that the use of the thread cut-
ting devices is in exhibiting the color and size
of the cotton, and in severing, loosening and
tightening it.

While I haveshown myinvention embodied
in a square box, it will be understood that it
is not necessarily so shaped,and thatIcould
employ various, indeed all, other shapes; and
in practice I contemplate varying their shape

70

75-
8o
8s
90
95
100
10§
[® (-]
1813
120
12§

130

to suit the fancies and conveniences of the

trade.




5

525,509 .3

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed, and desired to he secured by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A work box comprising in its construe-
tion a body portion provided with a swinging
lid, a cleat fixed to the under side of said lid,
a spindle fixed to the cleat and projecting
parallel with the lid, the said lid having
formed therein and adjacent to the spindle a
slot having a straight portion communicating
with a curved or segmental portion, and a

thread-cutting device pivotally mounted upon

the outer side of the lid, the spindle being
adapted for thereception of a spool of thread,
substantially as described.

2. A thread-cutting device comprisingin its
construction a plate or base board having

formed in its edge a slot consisting of a
straight portion communicating with a curved

or segmental portion, and a cup-shaped knob 2o
pivotally secured to the plate or base board
with its axis concentric with the segmental
portion of said slot, said knob having formed

in its sides two oppositely-located notches,
and a notched thread-cutting blade secured 23
to the knob and directly adjacent to one of the
notches therein, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

SARAH FLORA BELLE (’LEARY.

Witnesses:

R. G. WHITE,
C. L. FOSTER.



