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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AUGUST ROCKOFF, of
New York, in the county and State of New
York, have invented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Electrical Cut-Outs, of which
the following is & specification.

My improvement is particularly useful in
connection with a portable electric lamp
which I have invented.

I will deseribe acut-out embodying my im-
provement and then point out the novel fea-
tures in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side view of a cut-out embodyiny my im-
provement. TFig. 2 is another side view but
in a plane at right angles to the former.

Fig. 3 is a side view of one.of the parts of the.

cut-out detached. TFig. 4 is aside view of the
part illustrated in Fig. 3, but is taken in a
plane at right angles to that of Fig. 3. Fig.
3 is an end view of one part of the cut-out.
I'ig. 6 is a horizontal section at the plane of
the dotted line 6, 6, Fig. 1, of a complete cut-
out. Fig. 7 is a partial side view and partial
inside face view and partial section of one
part of the cut-out. Fig. 8 is a longitudinal
section of the cut-out, at the plane of the dot-
ted line 8, 8, Fig. 6.

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures. ,

A designates a cut-out, which may be made
of any suitable material. Soapstone will be
found to be a good material. Asshown, it is
made in three parts, one of which is a base
block @, and the two others of which are
socket pieces a’, 0®. The latter may be se-
cured to the former by means of secrew bolts
a®. The two socket pieces are counterparts
of each other. Externally they may be made
of any desirable form. Internally they have
semi-cylindrieal sockets a* o, which are di-
vided into two compartments, o! and af, the
lower, a%, being of larger diameter than the
upper and containing metal springs af. In
each socket there is a partition &’ between
its lower and upper compartments. The bot-
tom of the lower compartment a* has a semi-
cylindrical hole @ and the outer extremity
of the upper compartment has a rabbet or
groove ¢’. The spring o°of the compartment
a* of each socket a?, ¢, may be secured in
place by a serew ¢'%, which passes through to

the exterior and secures in place a metal
plate ' The metal plate a'* of each socket
piece, is preferably located in an external re-
cess o', Each socket piece is also provided
externally with a similar metal plate ' lo-
cated in a similar recess a*. A screw a'®
passing through the socket piece from the in-
side, to said plate, may be nsed to secure the
latter in place. Between these two recesses
a'? and a', a groove a'%, is formed externally
in each socket piece to receive a fusible metal
wire or conductor a'’. Thiswireisintended to
be secured to the two metal plates a*and a'3,
and it may advantageously have hooked ends
8o as to be readily fastened to the plates by
serews a's; and a'. The plate a®is provided
with a screw a® for the securing of the line
wire. The two line wires of the ecireuit,
therefore, extend to the two plates ', and
the circunit extends thence through the fusi-
ble wires to the plates ¢, and thence to the
springs a ,

B designates a connecting piece, consisting
of a body b, adapted to fit the sockets in the
socket pieces a’, a? but constructed in sucha
way thatit may extend beyond the same. Its
body has a portion b’, which is adapted to fit
snugly across the compartments a® of the
socket pieces, and adjacent thereto it has a
hub % which is of a size to fit in the rabbets
a’ of the socket pieces. Its lower extremity
is adapted to fit in the holes ¢®in the bottom
of the lower or inner compartment . Thus
the connecting piece has two bearings in the
socket pieces.

B’, B? designate two plates attached to op-
posite sides of that portion of the connecting
piece B, which fits within the socket pieces a’
0. Hach has a flat portion b® which fits
against the portion b’ of the connecting piece,
a stem-like portion 5% extending beyond such
flat portion, and a tooth, or projecting por-
tion, 0% at the end of the latter. The tooth-
like portions are on diametrically opposite
sides of the connecting piece and when the
connecting piece is fitted to the socket pieces,
are opposite the lower or inner compartment
atand the springs of. The partitions a¥ be-

tween the lower and upper compartments a?,
ab, are eut away so as to permit of the tooth-
like portions b°of the plates B’, B? to pass
through when the connecting piece is suit-
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ably turned. After the connecting piece
shall have been thus introduced, it is to Dbe
turned so as to bring the tooth-like portions
.07 of the plates B’, BY into contact with the
springs ¢’ This may be done by a half turn
of the connecting piece. Preferably the
springs a® will be so constructed that the con-
necting piece eannot be rotated more than a
half turn. The circuit will, of course, be con-
tinued from the springs af tothe plates B/, B
The latter may be secured to the connecting
piece by means of serews 0°, extending
through their plate like portions into the por-
tion 0’ of the connecting piece B. In the
outer portion of the connecting piece is a
longitudinal cavity 07, into which pass two
wires comprised in a cable C, which latter
may be used for any purpose or may extend
to the hand-piece for a portable electric
lamp. These wires form a continuation of the
circuit. Their ends are bared of insulating
material and are passed down through holes
in the bottom of the eavity 07 and are se-
cured to serews 1° that engage with the plates
B BA

What I claim as my invention, and
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A ecut-out having a socket comprising
two compartments, spring contact pieces in
the lower or inner compartment, plates on its
exterior, and fusible wire or conductor be-
tween said plates, substantially as specified.

2. A cut-out having a socket comprising
two compartments, spring contact pieces in
the inner compartment, a rabbeted bearing
in the outer compartment, plates on its exte-
rior, and fusible wire or conductor between
said plates, substantially as specified.

desire
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3. A cut-out having a sockel comprising
two compartments, spring’ contact pieces_ in
the inner compartment, a rabbeted bearing
in the outer ecompartment, a hole in the bot-
tom of the inner or lower compartment con-
stituting another bearing, plates on its exte-
rior, and fusible wire or condnctor between
said plates, substantially as specified.

4. The combination with a cut-out having
a socket comprising two compartments with
a partition between them, and contact pieces
in the inner or lower compartment, of a con-
necting piece havinga body of insulating ma-
terial comprising a portion adapted to fit the
outer compartment, and metal plates having
tooth-like projections for entering the inner
or lower compartment and impinging against
the contact pieces, substantially as specified.

5. The combination with a cut-out having
a socket comprising two compartments with
a partition between them and contact pieces
in the inner or lower compartment, of a con-
necting piece having a body of insulating ma-
terial comprising a portion adapted to fit the
outer compartment, and metal plates having
tooth-like projections for entering the inner
or lower compartment and impinging against
the contact pieces, the cut-out having a fusi-
ble wire or conduetor on its exterior and in
circuit with one of said contact pieces, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

AUGUST ROCKOLF.

Witnesses:

Wi A. POLLOCK,
ANTHONY (REI.
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