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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES H. VALLEAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Sioux
City, in the county of Woodbury, State of
Iowa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Hitching-Straps; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others gkilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention is an improved hitching
strap the objeet of the device being to hold
the strap securely around a hitching post and
prevent it dropping or rising thereon.

Hitching straps as usually constructed have
tobe wrapped several times around a post, and
then the strap frequently becomes slack and
either drops down or is lifted off by the horse.

My invention prevents this by keeping the
end of the strap to which the horse is at-
tached perfectly tight. - ThisIaccomplishby
means of my improved attachment which can
be readily attached to any of the hitehing
straps now in use without altering or injur-
ing the same and this attachment consists
simply of a ring or loop through which the
strapispassed. A flajspiralspringconnected
with said loop and carrying at its opposite
end a fastening device for binding it to the
strap. v

My invention consists also in certain de-
tails of construction and combination of parts
all of which will be full deseribed hereinaf-
ter and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings forming a part of this
specification, Figure 1 is a perspective view
of my improved strap as applied to a post.
Fig. 2 is a view showing the device attached
to a strap but not connected with a post. Fig.
3 shows a slight modification. :

In practice I employ an ordinary hitching
strap A which is provided with thensual snaps
or buckles at each end. A ring or loop B is
arranged to slide upon said strap and con-
nected to said ring or loop is the flat spiral
spring C which is wound about the strap as
shown and formed at its end with a frame or
loop ¢. Pivoted to this frame or loop cis a
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binding cam or tongue D having a handle d
by means of which it is manipulated. The
snaps or buckles at each end of the strap pre-
vent the attachment slipping off and in case
the strap is not so constructed I atiach a
button or stop a to limit the movement of
the parts upon the strap. Now in operation
one end of the strap is attached to the ani-
mal to be tied and the other end passed around
the hitching post and snapped or tied into
the ring or loop B. The strap is then drawn
taut, the spiral spring compressed and the
cam or tongue turned down to bind or bite
into the face of the strap. -The tendency of
the spring is to expand and this tendency
keeps the portion of the strap between the
cam and end tight so that it cannot become
loose upon the post.

In Fig: 31 haveshown a somewhat modified
form of fastenerin which the springinstead of
being provided with a cam or tongue is formed
with a pointed tongue which is adapted to
engage one of a series of holes produced in
the strap the same as in an ordinary buckle
strap.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— ' i

1. The combination with a hitching strap,
of a ring or loop arranged thereon, a spiral

‘spring connected at oneend with the said ring

encircling the strap, and having a frame or
loop at the opposite end, and a locking cam
¢onnected with said frame, or loop, substan-
tially as shown and described.
2."An improved attachment for hitching
straps comprising a ring B, the coiled spring
G, having a frame ¢ formed at one end and
the binding eam or tongue D having a handle
d, the said ring, spring and frame being
adapted to receive a strap, substantially as
shown and described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
: JAMES H. VALLEAN,
Witnesses: '
C. W. VALLEAN,
H. G. VALLEAN.
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