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To «ll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joa~N C. ROTH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Lowell,
in thecounty of Kent and State of Michigan,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Oil-Cans; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same. ‘

My invention relates to improvements in
oil cans and its purpose isto provide the same
with certain new and useful features, herein-
after more fully described and particularly

pointed out in the claims, reference being

had totheaceompanying drawings,in which—

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a lamp, and
my improved oil ean, which can is shown in
position for filling the lamp. Fig. 2 isa de-
tail of the spout, in vertical section; Fig. 3,
a side elevation of the spout; and Fig. 4 a
section of the spouf on theline 4—4 of Fig. 2.

Like letters refer to like parts in all of the
figures.

A is the lamp; B, the oil can; C, the spout.

D is a tube, one end of which is fitted into
the end of the spout C and having an open-
ing D’ mnear its outer end, said end being
closed by the cap I

E is a sliding sleeve, working on the tube
D and having an opening E’ near its outer
end and laterally extending arms H near the
other end. _

F is an air tube extending from the open-
ing D’, to a point in the upper part of the
ean B.

G is a coiled spring on the tube D which
operates thesleeve E, and forces the same to-
ward the end of the tube D. Oneend of the
spring abuts against the end of the spout C
and its other end against the arms Hon the
sleeve E.

The operation of my device is as follows:
As the tube C and sleeve E are thrust into
the opening of the lamp the arms H come in
contact with the collar of thesame, thus fore-
ing the sleeve E, upward compressing the
spring G and bringing the opening B’ oppo-
site the opening D’. The oil can B, being
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air tight, as these said openings come oppo-
site each other, the air passes into the outer
end of the tube F, and thus supplies air 150
the can, and allows the oil to flow into the
lamp. As the oil in the lamp rises above the
opening E’ and the end of the air tube F, this
air supply is cut off and the oil ceases to flow,
thus preventing any accidental overflow.

‘When the tube C and sleeve E are removed
from the lamp, the spring G is free to force
the sleeve E outward, thus promptly and au-
tomatically closing all the openings, and pre-
venting any spilling, or evaporation of the oil.

One of the advantages of my invention 18
that it can be applied to thespouts of oil cans
now in use without necessitating the removal
of the spout or the making of any change in
the oil can.

‘What I claim is— .

1. The combination with the spoutof an oil
can, of a tube fitted at one end into the end
of the spout and having its outer end closed
and provided with a lateral opening near sa}d
closed end, a sliding sleeve fitted on said
tube and having near its front end a lateral
opening adapted to register with the opening
in the tube, laterally extending arms on the
rear end of the sleeve,and a coiled spring on
the tube abutting at one end against the end
of the spout and at its other end against the
arms on the sleeve, substantially as specified.

2. The combiftation with the spout of an oil
can, of a tube fitted at one end into the end
of the spout and having its outer end closed
and provided with a lateral opening near said
closed end, a spring actuated sliding sleeve
on the tube having a lateral opening adapted
to register with the opening in the tube, and
an air pipe leading from the lateral opening
in the tube through the tube and spout into
the interior of the can, substantially as and
for the purpose specified.

Intestimony whereof Laffix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

JOHN C. ROTH.

Witnesses:
CHARLES QUICK,
BERTHA M. ROBINSON.
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