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To all whom it may concern:
Beitknown that I, JoEN WESLEY SAMMIS, a

citzen of the United States, and a resident of

Dover, in the county of Morris and State of

New Jersey, have invented certain new and-

useful Improvements in Bolts; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, which will
enable othersskilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
means for tightly closing and securing heavy

.doors, such for instance as the doors of large

refrigérators and ice boxes.

As is well known to thoge familiar with the
working of heavy doors for refrigerators and
other like objects, that owing to the sagging
or warping of the same, it is extremely dif-
ficult to properly and tightly close the doors.

My invention is intended to obviate the
aboveobjections and provide improved means
by which said doors may be easily and tightly
closed, and it consists in the novel construc-
tion and combination of parts hereinafter

. fully deseribed and claimed.
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In the accompanying drawings: Figurel is
an elevation of a door of a refrigerator or
other like object looking from the rear or in-
side. Fig.2 is a vertical cross sectional view
of the same. :

Inthesaid drawings, the reference numeral
1 designates the sill of the refrigerator, or
other object, or receptacle, and 2 the door
thereof.

Passing through the door is ashaft 3, to the
inner end of which is secured a metal plate 4.
To the ends of this plate, at opposite sides of
the shaft are pivoted upwardly and down-
wardly extending bolts 5. The pins 6 upon
which said bolts are pivoted pass through
holes or apertures therein which are some-
what larger than the said pivots so as to allow
the bolts to have a slight play thereon. The

-free ends of these bolts pass through and work

in guides 8, near the upperand lower ends of
the door, consisting of metal bars or plates
having their ends bent to form arms 9 through
which pass serew-bolts or other fastening de-
vices for securing the same to the door. The
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free ends of said bolts 5 are beveled, as seen
in Fig. 2, forming wedge-shaped terminals
which are adapted to engage with counter
wedges 10 and 12, secured respectively to the
lower and upper sills 1 and 14 of the door.
The lower counter wedge 10 it will be seen is
flush with the upper surface of the lower sill
13 while the upper wedge is located a short
distance above the lower edge of the upper
sill14. Theobject of thus arranging the said
counter wedges is to allow the lower bolt to
take the lift of the door before the upper bolt
contacts with the upper wedge, thus prevent-
ing the upper wedge from striking or engag-
ing with the upper counter wedge until the
lower bolt has attained its proper position.

Secured to the outer end of the shaft 3, is
an operating lever 15,and to the inner end of
said shaft is secured at an acute.angle to
lever 15, a lever 16, which serves as a balance
therefor, ‘

The operation will be readily understood.
The door is closed in the usual manner, by
pushing it inwardly as far as possible. The
lever or handle 15 is then rotated eausing the
wedge of the lower bolt to engage with the
lower.counter wedge which will have the ef-
fect of lifting the door to compensate for sag-
ging and foreing it still farther inward, The
upper bolt will then engage with the upper
counter wedge thereby causing the door to be
tightly closed and secured.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim ig—

In a refrigerator or other receptacle or ob-
ject, the combination with the door casing
having a wedge secured to the lower sill and
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flush with the npperside thereof, and a wedge

secured to the upper sill a short distance
above its lower side, of the vertically operat-

'ing bolts, having their free ends beveled to

form wedges adapted to engage with the
wedges secured to said sills, substantially in

‘the manner shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

- JOHN WESLEY SAMMIS.

Witnesses: o ‘
NORTON WAGNER,

CORNELIUS B. GAGE.
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