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To all whom it may concern:

.Be it known that I, CHARLES E. WEST, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the

-city and county of Santa Cruz, State of Cali-

fornia, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Followers for Brine-Barrels,
of which the following is a specification.

. This invention relates to improvements
made in’ followers for holding meat, pickles
and other articles and substances submerged
in brine; and the invention consists in cer-

parts producing an improved locking device
for barrel-followers of this kind or deserip-
tion, in which simplicity of parts, durability
and low cost of manufacture are attained in
a high degree. ‘ ‘

The following description explains the na-
ture of my said improvement and the manner
in which I have constructed and produced the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming part of this Specifica-
tion, in which— ‘

Figure 1is a plan or top-view of the fol-
lower with the locking-dogs set. out to pene-
trate the sides of the barrel. Fig. 2 is a'side
view of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a perspective-view
of the dogs and other parts of the mechanism
removed from the follower and in their rela-
tive positions. ) ‘

A— indicates a barrel-follower of circular
form and of ordinary construction. ‘

B— is a heavy batten, or strip, fixed by
screws across the top of the follower in the
middle, and extending from one side to the
other. On this piece is mounted all the parts
of the locking mechanism consisting of the

 hand-lever —C, the locking dogs —E— and

- the slotted guide-plates —F.
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The lever —C— is formed with a handle
portion on one end a center-post or fulerum-
pin —C*— and on opposite sides and equi-
distant from the fulerum pin two studs —D—
D— ; these parts being cast all together in one
piece.

The fulerum-pin —C*— is somewhat longer
and heavier than the studs, and is fitted to a
socket bored in the piece —B, while the studs
are fitted to eyes formed on the inner ends of
the dogs —E, ’ ‘

Over the center or fulerum-point of the le-
ver -—C-—and after it isset into position with

A

the dogs connected to the stud —D, there is
fixed a strap or loop —G-~ in diagonal posi-
tion and of such shape that it forms both a
handle to the follower and a means to confine
the hand-lever in working position.

. The upright side-bars of the part —G— are
of such length that when it is secrewed down
in placeits horizontal strap or handle portion

sets sufficiently close to the top of the lever

—C— to prevent the fulerum-pin —C*— of
that part from being drawn out of its socket
under a vertical movement of thelever. In
this manner the parts are held together with-
out the aid of serew-threads and nuts or lock-
ing-pinson the studs and fulerum-pin, so that
the cost of construetion is materially reduced,
with corresponding increase in the durability
thereof.

The outer ends E* of the dogs are pointed

and are held down in working position by the.

slotted guide-plates —F— that are fixed in
upright position against the ends of the top
piece . —B— bhefore deseribed. Hach plate
—F— is slotted, as shown in Fig. 3, to allow
limited perpendicular movement of the
pointed end of the dog, and on the underside
of the dog from the pointed end backward a
short distance is formed a number of ratchet
teeth —E’— either by cutting or by casting
them on that piece. These teeth bear on the
bottom edge of the slot in the plate —F—and
by engaging them as the dog is thrust for-

"ward the edge of the slot acts to hold the dog

from slipping backward when the hand-lever
—C— is released.

" Sufficient vertical play of the dogis afforded
by the shape of the slot to permit the teeth
to clear the lower edge of the slot when the
dog is to be drawn back. ‘

In the operation of this locking mechanism
it will be seen that the upward pressure of
the confined substances under the follower
when it is crowded down in the barrel and
when the points of the dogs are thrust out
will press up the bottom-edge of the slot be-

fore mentioned into the teeth or notehes on

the dog; and, on the other hand, alittle down-
ward pressure on the part of the operator upon
the top of the follower just at the time tne
hand-lever —C— is moved will be sufficient
to throw the notches clear of the slot in the
operation of raising the follower.
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The handle —G<- is set-in diagonal position
over the lever —C—for the purpose of ferm-
ing a stop to limit the throw of the lever in
that direction in which it moves in drawing
back the dogs.. Without this stop the hand-
lever could be moved over:to the left so far
that the points of the dogs would leave the’
guide-plate —F.

Having thus fully deseribed my irivention,
what I claim as new therein, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is— -

The ‘combination with the barrel follower:
A, of the hand-lever C having a handle por-

tion,a center pin C*-and studsD D, the dogs

E B each having an-eye-on.the inner-end ﬁ‘t;
ted to the studs D, a pointed outer end E

and provided with ratchet teeth on the lower

side near the point, the slotted gnide plate F

TFand the fixed strap G, substantially as here-

inbefore set forth. .
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I

‘have heérounto sét my hand and seal.

CHARLES E. WEST. [L.s.]

"Witnesses: .
‘H. M. TERRY,

. .W. H. MCGUIRE.
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