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- UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

LORMAN P. SHRIVER, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

PUZZLE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 526,544, dated September 25,1894,

App}ication filed June 28,1884,

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, LORMAN P.SHRIVER, a

citizen of the United States, residing in Chi-
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cago, in the county of Cook and State of I1li-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Puzzles, of which . the: fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification.

My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in puzzles. ’ :

The primary object of the invention is to
provide an entertaining and amusing puzzle,
simple in.character, yet requiring consider-
able ingenuity and skill in order to solve the
gsame in a eorrect manner;

The invention consists in a suitable recep-
tacle or base containing or supporting the se-
ries of movable blocks, two of which differ
in dimensions from the remainder of the se-
ries, the upper surface of each of said blocks
being suitably marked, scored, colored or oth-
erwise suitably ornamented in any desirable
manner, as more fully set forth and deseribed
hereinafter, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of my iniproved
puzzle illustrating the blocks in a position
which they must necessarily occupy so far
as the colored surface or face of the block
is eoncerned, when the puzzle shall have been
correctly solved. Fig. 2is a vertical section
taken through the receptacle or base on the
line z—, Fig. 1. Tig.3isa perspective view
of one of the larger size or double blocks;
and Fig. 4 is a view in perspective of one of
the small blocks used in my improved puzzle.

Arepresents the receptacle or base, which is
made of any suitable material and of any de-
sired dimensions, preferably rectangular in
form,and adapted to receive eighteen movable
bloeks, only seventeen of which are utilized.

' Henece, when the blocks are in position for use,
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there is always one vacant space.  Whennot
in use, either a filling bleck, with the desired
ornamentation thereon, may be utilized for fill-
ing the said vacant space, or the unoccupied
surface of thereceptacle or base'where said va-
caney occurs, may be colored or suitably orna-
mented,in orderto completeor properly fill out
the design sought to be illustrated by the sur-
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face of the blocks when they restin asolved po-
sition. - . ‘
Fifteen of the blocks, designated 1, 2, 4, 5,
6,7,8,9, 11, 12, 18, 14, 15, 16 and 17, respect-
ively, are of substantially the same size; the
remaining two, designated 3 and 10, respect-

any two of the other blocks utilized in my
puzzle, and hence, cover twice the area in the
base.or receptacle.
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ively, are donble blocks; or of a size equal to -
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While it will be understood that the upper-

surfaceor faceof each of the blocks may be col-
ored or otherwiseornamented in order to con-
stitute any snitable design as an entirety, it
willbe observed by referenceto Fig.1, that my
puzzle: discloses ‘a certain design, which I
term the “flag puzzle,” since it is intended
to so color the upper surface or face of the
blocks as to represent thereby the national
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colors red, white and blue, so that when the -

puzzle shall have been correctly solved, the
blocks of . contrasting colors will assume such
position and alignment as to disclose a com-
plete design representing the American flag.
Further, as illustrated in Fig. 1, the upper
surface of the blocks 1, 2, 5 and 6, are blue
in color and scored diagonally acrossthe face
of thesame.- However, they may be otherwise
marked, plain,or without any distinguishing
characteristics other than the: color men-
tioned. The faces of the blocks designated,
4,9, 11, 12 and 13, are distinguished by be-
ing white in color, and the faces of those des-
ignated 7, 8, 14,.15, 16 and 17, are red in
color, while the faces of the double blocks,
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designated 3 and 10, are provided with con-~ -

trasting colors, one half of the face or sur-
face of each being colored white and the other
half red.

It will be understood that the double blocks
must-at all times remain ‘in such a position
in the receptacle as to form a vertical wall
therein, yet the said double-blocks are ar-
ranged in a different vertical plane, the upper
right hand eorner of one of them resting sub-
stantially against orin contact with the lower
left hand eorner of the other, and, owing to

.the twocontrasting colorson the face of each,

it will be readily observed that at the begin-
ning as well as after the ‘correet solution of
the puzzle, the said double-blocks mustform
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A Vertlcal wall in’ the base of the receptacle
in order to properly vegister thexr co]ols and

fill out-the design mtended , :
The block 14 as: shown, is f

Sodn the upper right hand eornero i
- ‘Taclewhen the puzzlei arranged for
yet I désire it to be u 1;smod

" to the left of the vertlcalwa'

- double blocks may be transferred to a space |
ble-bloeks |
in arranging the puzzle ready for solution, it
being essential tothe proper solution of my:| 't
- puzzle that both before and af}tler the solutlog “blo

left vacant to the right of sa

~of -thesame, a ve

by the double-b :
1o blocks from one side of ithe
transferred to. the other side.

In-order. to solve the puzzlé, transfer the:

cross:marked bloek from the lower.left hand
~corner of the receptacleintothevacant space

5 -in the upper right hand corner of the same;|

Then by successive moves bring. said cross-

~_marked block into its original poqmon, atthe

: sametime causing the blocks of contrasting

+namentation is-concérned, kand_also, the
. ing or lines on the blocks .designat

and'6; 1 nt towavd the center, thus dis-

closiug fh.e designiof an A‘memeax& flagin its

der to- properly complete
ed the double-bloeks forn

n the receptacle before and
of the puzzle ‘

b ‘ p
adapbed to receive. a. series of blocks, ea
having an ornamented surface,someof which
are pr0v1ded with special distinguishing char-

-acteristics and two of 'which are.: double the

size of each of the remainder of said blocks:

and have-on the face of each a contrasting -

ornamentatmn substantxall:y as set forth-an

i desembed
colors to assume their original positions, in |
so far as their surface or face eoloring or or- |




