{No Model.) |
C. C. McPHEE.

LETTER CLIP.
No. 553,255, Patented Jan. 21, 1896.

WITNESSES. : ‘ INVENTOR.

S rriea s iidevrnr 2 7
e AN L




I0

I5

20

25

30

35

UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

COLIN CAMPBELL McPHEE, OF CHATHAM, CANADA.

LETTER-CLIP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 558,255, dated January 21, 1896.
Application filed I’ebruary‘%, 1895, Serial No. 539,691, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CoLIN CAMPBELL McC-
PHEE, a subject of the Queen of Great Brit-
ain, residing at Chatham, in the county of
Kent, Province of Ontario, and Dominion of
Canada, haveinvented a new and useful Let-
ter-Clip, of which the following is a speecifi-
cation.

Myinventionrelates toimprovements in let-
ter-clips, in which a skeleton wheel made of a
set of parallel bars with bent ends converging
into hubs, acting on the principle of a turn-
stile, in conjunction with a pair of coil-springs
attached to a base-board upon which said
wheel rests, receivesletters and holds themin
place; and the objects of my improvement
are, first, to facilitate the introduction of let-
ters into the clip, and, second, to hold alllet-
ters already introduced firmly in their place
while successive letters are being introduced.
I attain these objects by the mechanisin illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side view of machine, show-
ing position taken by turnstile-wheel in its
revolution. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of
machine, showing position of turnstile-wheel
as it is partially revolved from one position
to another at time of receiving letter.

Similarlettersrefer tosimilar parts through-
out both drawings.

The clip consists of an ordinary base-board
E on which letters lie, a stop-block B running
transversely across board E at upper end and
secured to it, a hanger G secured at upper
end of board E, a pair of coil-springs C C
firmly secured one at each end of and at base
of block B at F F, loose ends of which are
bent and act as axles on which revolve the

hubs D D, a turnstile-wheel consisting of a
series of arms a ¢ ¢ a attached to hubs D D
with parallel bars o' a? o® a* bent at each end
and converging into hubs D D, into which
they are securely fastened. This turnstile-
wheel with parallel bars o' ¢ ¢® o* in succes-
sion rests and acts upon face of base-board
E, being held down upon it by the pressure
exerted downward by the coil-springs C C
acting at each end upon the hubs D D.

The method of operating elip is as follows:
Letter to be filed is inserted between the pair
of bars resting upon board E and the pair
above them of turnstile-wheel, so that in-
serted end of letter is stopped against block
B. The wheel is then revolved forward and
downward. Inprocessofrevolutionthelower
rear bar, which may be o' or a? or ¢ or a4, is
withdrawn from beneath letter and raisesup-
ward, the lower forward bar moves back, and
the upper forward bar moves down upon let-
ter inserted, holding it firmly in its place, the
process being repeated each time a letter is
introduced. Thus it will be seen: that alllet-
ters already filed in clip are held in position
while an additional letter is being introduced.

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination in a letter clip of a base
board E having hanger &, a stop block B,
coil springs C, C, secured one at each end to

-‘base of block B, with free ends toward each

other, on which revolves a wheel in the form
of a turnstile all substantially as and for the
purpose herein set forth.
COLIN CAMPBELL McPHEE.
Witnesses:
Jamrs L. WILSON,
GEORGE F. JAMES.
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