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To all whom it may conceriy:

Be it known that I, JERRY B. MATHEWSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
David City, in the county of Butler and State
of Nebraska, have invented anew and useful
Horse-Collar, of which the followingis a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in horse-collars, and
has for its object to provide means forincreas-
ing or decreasing the size of a collar to adapt
it for different-sized horses or for the same
horse under varying conditions, thereby en-
abling a perfect fit to be had without chafing
or otherwise injuring and inflicting punish-
ment upon the animal, which frequently oc-
curs from badly-fitting collars.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists essentially of thenovel fea-
tures which hereinafter will be more particu-
larly set forth, illustrated, and finally em-
bodied in the claims. .

The accompanying drawings areillustrative
of an adaptation of the invention, although
various changes in the form, proportion, and
the minor details of construction may be re-
sorted to without departing from the princi-
ple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention, and in said drawings—

Figure 1 is a front view of a horse-collar
having theinvention applied. Iig. 2 isatop
plan view of the fastener. Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view showing the members discon-
nected. Tig. 4is a detail view of one of the
adjusting-bolts.

The same numerals of reference denote cor-
responding and like partsin all the figures of
the drawings, in which—

1 indicates a collar open at the bottom and
having the separated ends connected by the
improved fastener hereinafter to be more par-
ticularly described, and by means of which
the size of the collar can be varied to adapt
it for different-sized horses.

The fastener is composed of two members,
2 and 3, of substantially like construetion,
each comprising an oblong plate 4 and a tang
5, the latter extending from the plate and
forming therewith an acute angle, and curv-
ingslightly initslength and deflected between
its edges to conform to the part of the collar

to which it is attached, the connection being
had in any substantial manner, preferably
by rivets or like fastenings passing through
openings in the tang.

Notches or slots 6 extend inward from the
free edge of the plate of the member 2 and

“are designed to receive the engaging ends of

the adjusting-bolts 7, and are of a width cor-
responding to the neck portion 8 of the said
adjusting-bolts.

The plate of the member 3 is formed with
threaded openings 9, in which are fitted the
adjusting-bolts 7, so that the headed ends of
the bolts ean be projected to a greater orless
distance from the plate 4 to vary the size of
the collar by separating thelower endsthereof
to a greater or less distance.

The adjusting-bolts 7 are of like construc-
tion and are supported in the threaded open-
ings 9 and have collars or annular enlarge-
ments 10 at their engaging ends and heads11
of corresponding size to and located a short
distance from the collars or annular enlarge-
ments 10 and mounted upon the neck portions
8 which extend between the parts 10 and 11.

The part 10 may be formed with or attached
to the adjusting-bolt, as found most conven-
ient, but the heads 11 are separate pieces
which are fitted upon the neck portions 8 and
retained in place by upsetting the extremi-
ties of the latter after the heads 11 have heen
fitted thereon. .

A plate 12 is mounted upon the neck por-
tions 8 of the adjusting-bolts and abuts
against the plate of the member 2 when the
parts of the fastener are coupled together.
This plate 12 is provided at its lower edge
with a loop 13 to receive the hame-strap, by
means of which the members or parts are pre-
vented from accidental displacement. A
ring 15 is attached to the tang of one of the
members and receives the pole or neck-yoke
strap, as will be readily understood.

‘When coupling the members or parts of the
fastener the neck portions 8 of the adjusting-
bolts are passed into the notches or slots ¢,
and the plate of the member 2 is held between
the heads 11 and the plate 12. By lengthen-
ing or shortening the adjusting-bolts the size
of the collar can be varied, as will be readily
understood, and these adjusting-bolts are
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lengthened and shortened by screwing them
into or out of the threaded openings 91in any
convenient manner. - The lengthening and
shortening of the adjusting-bolts are accom-
plished by moving the heads 11 to a greater
or less distance from the plate bearing the
threaded openings 9.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. A fastener for horse collars, comprising
a plate having slots extending inward from
one edge, a companion plate having threaded
openings in which are adjustably mounted
adjusting bolts, adjusting bolts having an-
nular enlargements and heads at their outer
ends and an intermediate neck portion, and
a plate mounted upon the neck portions of

the adjusting bolts and adapted to abut

against the aforesaid slotted plate, substan-
tially as specified.
2. A fastener for horse collars, comprising

two members; one member having a slotted”
plate and the other member having a plate:

provided with threaded openings, adjusting
bolts mounted in the said threaded openings
and having headed ends to engage with the
slotted plate, and a plate mounted upon the

headed ends of the adjusting bolts and pro-
vided with a loop to receive the hame strap
to prevent the accidental separation of the
members,.substantially as set forth.

3. The herein shown and deseribed collar
fastener, composed of similarly constructed
members, each comprising a plate and a tang,
the plate of one member having notches or
slots extending inward from one edge and
the plate of the opposite member having
threaded openings, adjusting bolts mounted
in the said threaded openings and having an-
nular enlargements, heads and intermediate
neck portions at their outer ends, a plate

‘mounted upon the neck portions of the ad-

justing bolts between the heads and annular
enlargements and having a loop at its lower
edge, and a ring secured to one-of the mem-
bers, substantially as set forth for the pur-
pose described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JERRY B. MATHEWSON.

‘Witnesses: :

C. H. ALDRICH,
R. H. SMITH.
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