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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiam F. STout, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cof-
fee, in the county of Clay and State of Indi-
ana, haveinvented certainnewand useful Im-
provements in Apparatus for Lifting Wagon-
Bodies or for Similar Purposes; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
aswill enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same..

This invention relates to an improvement
in apparatus for lifting wagon-bodies or for
similar purposes, and isembodied in the novel
construction, arrangement, and combination
of the various parts, as hereinafter desecribed,
and particularly set forth in the claim.

The objects of the invention are to simplify
and cheapen such apparatus and render the
same so simple and easy in operation and to
so arrange the parts relative to each other
that a single person can raise or lower the
wagon-body or other ‘body and at the same
time move to different points in the vicinity
of the body for the purpose of adjusting and
insuring the proper position of the body or
for other purposes. ,

In order to give a proper understanding of
the invention, I have shown in the accompa-
nying drawings a practical embodimentthere-
of, but desire it understood that I do not limit
the invention in its useful applications to the
particular construction therein illustrated.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-
tional view showing the apparatus. Fig. 2
is a top plan thereof.

Referring to the drawings, A indicates a
shaft. This shaft may be journaled in suit-
able bearings supported by or formed in the
upper part of the wagon-shed or structure
adapted for the purpose or may be conven-
iently, as shown in the drawings, rotatably
mounted In bearings ¢ in the horizontal mem-

bers B of a suitably-constructed supporting-

frame C, comprising the necessary uprights
and cross-timbers. Secured to the shaft A

and extending to each side thereof is a rope
or ropes D, passing over sheaves or pulleys
I, one supported on each side of the shaft A,
These pulleys may be, like the shaft, sup-
ported from a part or rafter of the shed or the
like, or, as shown, may depend from a suit-

able beam or timber F of the supporting:
frame. It will be observed that the sheaves
or pulleys E are flexibly supported in any
preferred- manner, as at e, so that they can
swing freely and universally. The rope or
ropes D pass over the pulleys E and extend
down therefrom, running under sheaves or
pulleys G, from whence the ropes extend up
and are secured to the shed or structure or,
as shown, to the cross-beam F, as at . - From
each pulley or sheave G is suspended a sling
or support H, comprising each a rope o flexi-
ble member 2 and the upper and lower cross-
rods /', between which the wagon-body or
other body to be lifted is supported and held.

On the shaft A, conveniently at one side

" thereof, is alarge drum or windlass I, to which

is secured a rope or flexible member J, which
is wound about the drum H and from whence
it extends to a pulley or suitable antifriction-
bearing K, suitably supported at any con-
venient point, from which the rope extends
down to a point where it can be conveniently
reached and manipulated by a person oper-
ating the apparatus. A suitable belaying-
pin or other holding device L is provided to
hold the rope J to retain the slings at any de-
sired elevation. B

Such being the construction of the appara-
tus, it is intended to be operated substantially
as follows: The slings I{ being placed over
the ends of the wagon-body or other body to
beraised, the operator graspsthe rope Jand by
pulling thereon turns the drum, and through
it the shaft A, causing the rope or ropes D
to wind thereon in opposite directions, as rep-
resented in Fig. 2. It will be seen that the
rope or ropes winding on the shaft will fol-
low the same longitudinally, and as a conse-
quence the direction or angle of the rope or
ropes D in relation to the shaft constantly
changes. Topermitthisand prevent the dis-
engagement of the rope or ropes from the pul-
leys E, the latter are, as before stated, uni-
versally or flexibly supported. The fact that
the rope hangs down and is intended to be
operated by hand permits the operator, while
holding the rope and sustaining the slings,
with their load, at any elevation, to move to
any point in the vicinity of the wagon-body
to adjust the same properly in lowering it or
replacing it on the trucks. IIe can therefore,
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while manipulating the rope with one hand,
see to the proper placing of the wagon-body.

Having thus described my invention, what
Ieclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— i

The combination of a supporting-frame
having a longitudinal horizontal timber ¥, a
transverse shaft journaled on said frame, a
drum on said shaft, pulleys E swiveled on
said timber F one on each side of said shaft,
arope or ropes secured to said shaft and pass-
ing over said pulleys E then under pulleys G

and secured at the ends to said timber F, a
sling swiveled to and depending from each
pulley G and each adapted to engage over and
support one end of a wagon-body, and an op-
erating-rope secured to said drum, substan-
tially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM F. STOUT.
Witnesses: '
FrRANK WoOODS,
EMRY STARK.
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