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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, DUNCAN DOWNS a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at West
Superior, in the county of Doualas and Sfate

of Wisconsin, have invented certain new and |

useful Improvements in Umbrella Tents; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a ful]
clear, and exact description of the 1nvent10n
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
whichit appertains, to makeand use the same.
My invention relates to improvements in
tents, and particularly to that class of tents
which are called ‘‘umbrella tents.” ‘
It consists in a tent-pole-provided with a
sliding collar and a fixed collar, said sliding
colla1 carrying ribs for supportmg the ean-
vas or canopy of the tent, brace-rods con-
nected to the fixed collar for supporting the

ribs in place, and means for raising or lower-

ing the said sliding collar.

It also consists in a tent-pole promded with
a double pulley near its top, a sliding collar
formed with radiating ears or lugs, I‘le con-
nected to the said ears for supporting the
canvas of the tent, a fixed collar mounted on
the said tent-pole, and brace-rods supporting
the said ribs in place, the construetion being
such that the tent can be easily raised or low-
ered, as desired.

It also consists in certain other novel con-
structions, combinations, and arrangements

of parts, as will be hereinafter fully deseribed

and claimed. »

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a side elevation of a tent con-
structed in accordance with my invention,
the canvas being broken away and some of
the ribs removed Fig. 2 represents a top
plan view of one of the eyes employed on the
sliding collar, and Fig. 3 represents a detail
perspective view of one of the brace-brackets
used on the ribs. )

In using tents of this character it is desir-
able to have one which can be easily set up
and which will cover a large amount of space
withalow canopy. My dev1ce presents these

- advantages and can be easily carried from
place to place. ‘

1 in the drawings represents a tent-pole,
2 a sliding collar, and 3 a fixed collar, both
mounted on the tent-pole.

The pole or mast 1 is made of any suitable
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material, set into the ground to such a depthi
as to enable it to be easily removed when de-
sired, and is of 'such a height as to project a
con51derable distance above the canopy when
spread. The pole 1is provided near its top
with a squared aperture, in which is mounted
a double pulley, as 4, said pulley being pref-
erably mortised or otherw1se secured in the
said pole,asat5. Each member of the double
pulley 4 is preferably grooved for the recep-
tion of a rope, as 6, Whleh is used for a pur-
pose as will be heremafter described.

The collar2 may be constructed of anysuit-
able material, preferably metal, and is adapt-
ed to slide upon the tent-pole 1, said collar
being provided on its under side with adown-

wardly-extending thimble portion, as 7, and

on one side of its upper edge with an eye,
as §, and on the opposite Slde with a single
block 9 and on its under side with a smvle
block 10, pivoted to an eye 11. Radlatmw
ears, as 12 arranged in pairs, are formed on
the said shdlnw collar 2, an attaching piece
or eye 13 bemcr Journaled between each pair
of ears. Eaeh eye 13 is securely bholted or
riveted to a canopy-rib, as 14, said ribs being
curved and radiating in all directions from
the tent-pole in order to support the canvas
or canopy 15. A preferable way of forming
the atbachmg-pleees is by making the same
from a piece of flat metal tw1sted so that ifs
free end will be arranged vertical, as clearly
seen in Fig. 2 of the drawings, said vertical
portion being formed with an aperture tore-
ceive a bolt or rivet when it is placed between
the ears on the sliding collar., On the outer
ends of the said ribs 14 are bolted or other-
wise secured hooks 16 for the purpose of se-
curing guy-ropes thereto or hanging decora-
tions thereon, as may be 1equ1red The side
walls of the tent 17 may be hooked to the ribs
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14 in any sunitable manner at sunitable dis- -

tances from the edges of the canopy to allow
liberal eaves. Secured to the ribs 14 at a
point a little beyond the center thereof are
brace-brackets, as 18, to which are journaled
brace-rods, as 19, which support the ribs 14
when the canopyisspread. The said brace-
rods are provided at their inner ends with
eyes 20, which are journaled toradiating ears
21 on the fixed collar 3, the construction be-
ing similar to that employed upon the sliding
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collar. The fixed collar 3 is mounted on the
tent-pole 1 and is provided with radiating
ears 21 and on its upper edge with an eye 22.
The location of the blocks or eyes on the col-
lars may, if desired, be reversed or they may
be diminished or increased in number, as
found desirable, without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

A rope, as 23, is secured at one end to the
said eye 22 and led through the single block
10 on the under side of the sliding collar.
Then it passes down the tent-pole and is se-
cured to a cleat, as 24, secured to the lower
part of the pole or mast 1. Anotherrope, as
6, is secured at one end to the eye 8 on the
sliding collar2 and then passes over one mem-
ber of the double pulley 4 to the single block
9 on the opposite side of the collar 2 and then
back over the other member of the double
pulley 4 down to a single block 26 near the
bottom of the pole or mast1l. The end of the
rope can be- secured in place by winding it
about a cleat, as 27.

In order to spread the canvas after the
tent-pole has been set into the ground, it is
only necessary to loosen the ropes 23 and 25
from the eleats and pull the rope 23, which
brings the sliding collar down into position
and spreads the ribs on which the canvas is
secured. The ropes are then secured to the
cleats again.

In order to fold or *‘strike” the the fent,
the ropes are loosened and the rope 6 ispulled,
thereby drawing the sliding collar to its up-
permost position, and the fixed ¢ollar remain-
ing in its position the ribs will be folded to
oceupy a position similar te the ribs of a fold-
ed umbrelia. The canvas may then be rolled
around the pole to make a neat bundle and
secured. In thisoperation theside walls may
or may not be removed, as found desirable.

Partitions may be, if desired, hooked in any
convenient manner to the canopy-ribs and to
the brace-rods or hooked over them, the angle
preventing sliding and keeping them spread.

It will be apparent from the above deserip-
tion that my device is of a simple yet strong

“and durable construction and that a large
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spread of canvas can be obtained with a low:
canopy and side walls, thereby saving mate-
rial and affording room. It will also be ob-
served that the apparatus will not be injured
by the canopy-ribs striking the ground, as is
the case with other devices of this kind, and
that high walls and a lofty canopy are not
necessary, which reduces the cost of produe-
tion. It will be further observed that the op-
eration of folding and unfolding is just the
reverse of that employed in any ordinary um-
brella, the upper collar being moved in this
instance instead of the lower one.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

Atent comprising inits construction a tent-
pole provided with a double pulley near its
top, an aperture in the said pole for the re-
ception of the double pulley, an upper slid-
ing collar mounted on the said pole and pro-
vided with radiating ears or lugs, ribs con-
nected to the said ears for supporting the
canvas of the tent, hooks on the ends of the
said ribs, a lower fixed collar mounted on the
said tent-pole and provided with radiating
ears, brace-rods connected to the said ears
for supporting the ribs in place when the can-
vas is spread, brackets on the said ribs to
which the brace-rods are pivotally secured,
ropes secured to the upper sliding collar on
opposite sides of the tent-pole, for raising and
lowering the said collar, and a pulley near
the ground end of the tent-pole, whereby an
upward pull may be exerted upon the ropes
to raise the sliding collar, the construction
being sach that when the upper sliding col-
lar is raised to its uppermost position and se-
cured in such position by means of the cleats,
the tent will be folded or closed and when the
sliding collar is in its lowermost position, the
tent will bespread, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

DUNCAN DOWNS.

Witnesses:

James T. WATSON,
D. D. McINNIS.
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