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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

SARA BARKER SMITH, OF LIVERMORE, CALIFORNIA.

TRUNK-TRAY.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 645,979, dated March 27, 1900,
Application filed March 29, 1899, Serial No,711,007, (¥o rwodel.)

To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, SARA BARKER SMITH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Liver-
more, in the county of Alameda and State of
California, have invented a certain new and

useful Improvementin Trunk-Trays, of which,

the following is a speCLﬁcatlon reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings.

l‘hls improvement is designed to provule
trays for trunks which will be much more con-
venient in use than those now commonly em-

ployed; and to this end the invention consists.

in the peculiar construction hereinafter more
particularly described and then definitely
claimed at the end hereof.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan of a trunk with. the top open and one
of my trays set therein. Fig. 2 is a perspec-

tive view of a deep tray with parts represented

as broken away. TFig. 3is a similar view of
a flat tray. Figs. 4 and 5 are perspective
views of supports for the trays debaehed
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a cateh.
Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by numerals, 1 represents the body of a
trunk of any approved material, in which are

set the supports 2 and 3, the form of which

is clearly shown in the detail Figs. 4 and 5.
In these supports are to be set as many trays
4 as may be desired by the purchaser or user.
These trays I show made in two forms, as illus-
trated in Figs. 2 and 3, but do not limit my-
self to these precise forms, as they may be
varied and still be within the spirit of my in-
vention.

In Fig. 3 a flat frame 4 is shown made up
of rods 5, preferably of aluminium for com-
bined lightuess and strength. At each rear
corner is a catch 6, having one end coiled
around the corner of the trayand its other end

‘bent toform a tooth 7 and a loop 8, as clearly

shown in Fig. 6. The tooth 7 catches in a
support 9 on the rear of the trunk, as shown
in Fig. 1, and the loop is used to receive the
finger of the user when it is desired to with-
draw the tooth out of the support. The lower
end of the loop is passed under the rod or
frame to prevent the catch yielding vertically,
which it might be likely to do if made other-
wise.

In Fig. 2 I show a deep tray, which may, if
prefer red be provided with spring-catches

like that shown in Fig. 3; but as this style of
tray is usually used at the top of the trunk
I provide it with lugs 10 on the upper frame
thereof and which rest on the top of the body
of the trunk. I provide the deep tray with
a partition 11, which, like the sides, is formed
of woven fabric. This partition, besides the
ordinary function of such a device, serves as
a support for the under part of the fastening,
while the upper part of the same is forced
down upon it to fasten the two parts and the
flaps together.

Both the flat and deep trays are preferably
provided with folding flaps 12, which may
either be made with four overlapping flaps,
ag in Fig: 2, or there may be eight flaps, asin
Fig. 3, or in very large trunks more flaps may
be employed, if desired. The flaps should be
provided with some convenient means of fas-
tening their adjoining ends together, and for
this purpose I prefer to use separable but-
tons13, such as are used for fastening gloves,
&c. By these means small articles, such as
collars, handkerchiefs, &ec., may be securely
held in place on the trays, as four of the flaps
with the buttons of the tray form a pocket
within which small articles may be securely
held, no matter how roughly the trunk may
be used in traveling. Asan additional means
of security the articles may be pinned to the
bottom, sides, or flaps of the trays, and this
will be facilitated by the sides of the deep
tray beingof woven fabric instead of a wooden
frame, such as is commonly used. If pre-
ferred, strips of webbing may be employed
instead of broader fabrie.

In sefting the tray in place it is held in an
inclined position, the front thereof slipped
into one of the notches in the front support,
and the catches held back by the fingers of
the user until the rear of the tray is opposite
the proper ring in the rear supports, when
the fingers are withdrawn and the teeth of
the catches allowed to slip into the rings,
when the tray will be securely held. By re-
versing the operation the tray may be read-
ily removed.

Where a wooden trunk is used, the sup-
port 3 may be dispensed with by making a
series of holes in the rear side, which extend
only part-way through the same. The spring-
catch will enter these holes and hold the tray
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fast, the same as when used in connection
with the rings in said support 2.

A tray similar to that shown in Fig. 2, a

spring-catch similar that shown in Fig. 6, and
supportssimilar to those shown in Figs. 4 and
5 of the present application are shown in my
application filed of even date herewith and
numbered serially 711,008; but no claim to
the special form of tray and spring-catch is
made in said application, such subject-mat-
ter being covered herein.

I am aware of the United States Patent No.
581,553, granted to G. R. Harsh April 27,
1897, and the English patent to Mensendieck,
No. 10,768, 0£1897, and make no claim to any-
thing shown therein, as I regard my inven-
tion as essentially different from the devices
shown and claimed in said patents.

What I claim as new is—

1. The combination with a trunk, of a tray
having upper and lower skeleton framesrig-

idly connected together, and having a bottom
and sides of woven fabric and a central par-
tition, with flaps attached to the upper frame
and havingfasteningsat their free endsadapt-
ed to meet over the partition, substantially as
described.

2. A trunk-tray having a skeleton frame
provided with a eatch 6 having one end con-
nected to said skeleton frame and a tooth 7,
and loop 8 at its other end, the tooth being
adapted to engage a suitable fastening-eye
and the loop to receive the finger of the oper-
ator, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix iy signature,
in the presence of two witnesses, this 27th
day of March, 1899,

SARA BARKER SMITH.

Witnesses:
C. H. GARDNER,
FRANKLIN TABER.
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