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s

o all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, EL1ZA M. STEWARD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ash-
ville, in the county of Pickaway and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Corset-
Stay Protector, of which the following is a
specification.

It is customary in the manufacture of cor-
sets to provide the steels or stays with tips
with a view to reducing the tendency to ctit
through the corset fabric; but experience has
shown that the expedient of tipping the cor-
set ~steels is not satisfactory, because the
steels, owing to friction and wear, will cut
through the corset fabric. Hence thesteel or
stay is liable to wear and tear the clothing
and injure the flesh of the wearer. In view
of this objection a want has existed for a
means to prevent the steel from injuring the
clothing and the wearer; and the object of

this invention is to provide a means which -

will supply this demand by the provision of
a device which may be easily and quickly fas-

tened in place on a corset in a manner to

inclose or house the protruding sharp end of
the stay.

Therepair-protectorof myinvention is sim-
ple and cheap, and it is constructed for ex-
peditious application to the corset. The pro-
tector is equipped with prongs that are de-
signed to be attached to the corset fabric for
securely holding said protector in place and
which will prevent the prongs themselves
from being exposed to stick into the wearer
or catch in the clothing.

The invention consists of a means for re-
pairing a corset comprising a sheet-metal pro-
tector adapted to be bent or doubled upon
itself into substantially U shape, and there-
by produce two members,each of which is pro-
vided with prongs which arebentand clenched
inwardly within the limits of the protector.

To enable others to understand the inven-
tion, T have illustrated the same in the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
fication, and in which— -

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of a pro-
tector constructed in accordance with my in-
vention and applied to a portion of a corset.
Fig. 2is a plan view of the protector as it ap-
pears when struck up in blank form from a
single piece of sheet metal.- ¥ig.'3 is a per-

spective view of another form of the protec-
tor partly bent into shape. Fig. 4 is a ver-
tical section through a corset with the pro-
tector of Fig. 3 applied in proper position
over the sharp end of a corset-steel. Fig. 5
is a transverse gsection of the device shown by
Fig. 4 and on the plane indicated by the dot-
ted line 5 5.

The same numerals of reference are used
to designate like parts in each figure of the
drawings. :

In order that others may understand the
mode of applying and using my device for
repairing a corset to protect sliarp protruding
ends of a steel, I have illustrated a fragment
of a corset in Figs. 1, 4, and 5, in which the
numeral 10 is used to designate the corset fa-
brie, and the numeral 11 indicates the stay or
steel. .

It will be understood that the invention
does not relate to the construction of the
corset per se or to the stay 11 thereof, because
the present improvement is directed more
particularly to the means for repairing the
corset in order to house or inclose the sharp
end of the stay 11, but relates to the combi-
nation; with the corset and stay, of a metallic
tip embracing the top and sides of the corset
and having prongs at its ends turned inward
and clenching the fabric of the corset be=
tween them and the sidesof the clip, the ter-
minal portion of the stay lying between the
clenched prongs and serving to deflect them
during the operation of effecting the clench-
ing. ,

Intheembodiment of the protector12 illus-
trated by Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings it is
stamped or struck from a single piece of sheet
metal in the blank form shown more particu-
larly by Fig. 2. The protector consists of a
body 13, a pair of clenchable prongs 14, which
extend from one edge of thé body, and an-
other pairof clenchable prongs 15, which pro-
jeet from the opposite edge of the body. I
prefer to group the pair of prongs 14 quite
closely together; but the other pair of prongs
15 are spaced apart a distance equivalent to
the width of the prongs 14 in order that the
two pairs of prongs may bebent and clenched
into engagement with the corset fabrie 10
without interference one upon the other.

After having prepared the protector by
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stamping it from sheet metal, as herctofore
described, it is ready for use and application
to the corset over the end of the stay 11.
The body 13 of the protector is designed to be
bentorfolded along the centralline,(indicated
by the numeral 16,) thus making the body
present a substantially U-shaped appearance
in cross-section. In applying the protector
to a corset the prongs 14 are bent at right
angles to the plane of the body 13, and the
protector is applied to one side of the corset
fabric in a position to have one-half of the
body extend beyond the edge of said fabric.
The prongs 14 are inserted or thrust intothe
fabric 10 on one side of the corset, and these
prongs are then bent inwardly upon the body
13.and the fabric 10, so that the prongs will lie
within the limits of the body. The protector
is now bent or folded along the line 16 and
over the end of the stay or steel 11, thus
bringing the other pair of prongs 15 into po-
sition to engage with the fabric 10 on the op-
posite side of the corset from the points of
engagement of the prongs 14 with said fabrie.
The prongs 15 are now bent inwardly into
engagement with the fabric 10, and they are
folded within the limits of the body 13, which
ig itself folded around the edge of the corset
fabric and the end of the stay or steel 11. If
will thus be seen that the protector incloses
or houses within itself a portion of the corget
fabric and the end of the stay or steel and
that the prongs 1415 of said protector are bent
or folded inwardly within the protector and
are clenched into engagement with the corset
fabric 10 on opposite sides thereof. The
prongs thus lie within the limits of the folded
protector, so that they are not exposed. to
catch into the clothing or prick the wearer,
and the protector is thereby fastened firmly
on the edge of the corset in a manner to af-
ford protection to the sharp protruding end
of the steel or stay 11.

In the embodiment of the protector repre-
sented by Fig.3of the drawingsitisstamped or
struckup from a single piece of sheet metal to
provide the body 17, which is adapted to be
folded or doubled upon itself on the line 18.
The opposite edges of this protector are bent to
form the narrow lips 19 20, which are folded
inwardly upon the body 17. On the lip 19
at one edge of the body is formed a pair of
prongs 21, which are disposed in closed rela-
tion to each other and are adapted to be bent
inwardly upon the body 17, while the other
lip 20 has the spaced prongs 22, which pro-
ject from the ends of the lip and are designed
to be bent toward each other and in a direc-
tion at right angles to the line of bend of the
prongs 21, To apply the protector of Fig. 3
to a corsef, the lip 19, having the prongs 21,
is fitted against one side of the fabrie for the
prongs to enter said fabric and tobe clenched
against the body 17, and the protectoris now
folded on the line 18 over the edge of the cor-
set fabric and the steel, and finally the prongs
22 are bent inwardly toward each other and
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at right angles to the line of bending of the
prongs 21. These prongs 22 are thusadapted
to engage the fabric in a manner to counter-
act any displacement of the protectorin a di-
rection at right angles to a movement per-
mitted by the bending of the prongs 21; but
said prongs 22 lie within the edges of the
body 17, so that the prongs engage with the
fabrie and do not protrude beyond the pro-
tector, thus minimizing any tendency of the
prongs tec catch in the clothing.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the drawings, it will be ob-
served that I have provided a simple and
cheap construction adapted to be applied ex-
peditiously to the edge of a corset in a man-
ner to thoroughly inclose the end of a steel
or stay for the purpose of preventing the stay
from tearing the clothing and injuring the
wearer. The folded edge of the protector is
not liable to injure the wearer’s clothing, be-
cause it closely hugs and fits the edge of the
corset fabrie, and the prongs by which the pro-
tector is fastened in place are concealed with-
in the folded members of said protector, thus
preventing said prongs from catching in the
clothing.

The device is verysimple and cheap incon-
struction, and it may be easily and quickly
applied by an unskilled person.

Changes in the form, proportion, size, and
the minor details of construction within the
scope of the appended claims may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit or saeri-
ficing any of the advantages of this inven-
tion.

What I claim is—

1. A means for protecting a corset-stay con-
sisting of a protector stamped from a single
piece of sheet metal and consisting of a body
adapted to be bent or folded upon itself into

‘U shape in cross-section, a pair of prongs on

one edge of the body and bendable inwardly
upon one portion thereof for engagement
with a corset fabric on one side, and another
pair of prongs in closer relation on the oppo-
site edge of the body and bendable inwardly
therein for position between the plane of the
first-named pair of prongs, all of the prongs
lying inclosed within the limits of the folded
body, substantially as described.

2. A protector for the tips of stays of cor-
sets and the like, consisting of a metallie
blank foldable between its ends to embrace
opposite sides of the stay and fabric and ex-
tend over the end thereof, inner lips at op-
posite ends of the blank, prongs at the edge
of one lip foldable inward at right angles to
the fold of the blank and adapted to engage
the fabric of the stay at one side, and other
prongs at the terminals of the opposite lip
foldable inward parallel with the fold of the
blank and adapted to engage the fabric of
the stay at the opposite side, substantially as
specified.

3. A means for protecting a corset-stay con-
sisting of a protector stamped from a single
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piece of sheet metal and consisting of a body
adapted to be bent or folded upon itself into
U shape in cross-section, a pair of prongs on
one edge of the body and bendable inwardly
upon one portion thereof forengagement with
a corset fabric on one side, and another pair
of prongs on the opposite edge of the body
and bendable inwardly therein in a direction
at right angles to the line of bend of the first-

(@]

named pair of prongs, all the prongs lying 10
within the limits of the folded body.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.
ELIZA M. STEWARD.
Witnesses:
P. H. HOFFHEINES,
J. W. SHUEMAKER.




