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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, RALPH W. POPE, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, and a
resident of the city of Elizabeth, county of
Union, and State of New Jersey, haveinvent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Filing-Box Cabinets, of which the following
is a specification. _

My invention relates to improvements in
file cases or cabinets for the reception of let-
ters, pamphlets, invoices, memoranda, and
the like; and the invention consists in so
construeting the unit section or box that any

desired number of them may be employed to

form a filing-case having any desired num-
ber of subdivisions. Xach of the sections of
which my file-case is constructed is separately
provided with means for automatically hold-
ing the hingéd front end or door closed or
open, said means being So contrived that the
sections or boxes may be arranged in any

- combination without interfering with the op-
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eration of the adjoining ones.

The units of which each file-cabinet is com-
posed should all be alike, but may assume
any desired form as tolength,height,or width.

I have illustrated my invention in connec-
tion with a well-known constriiction of file-
box, since the invention is so readily appli-
cable thereto, as will appear in the following
description and be more particularly pointed
outf in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of two groups of sections agssembled to
form a filing-case. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of one of the boxes. Fig. 3 is a top
plan view of the adjoining edges of two of
the boxes.

In the drawings, Iig. 1, A is a filing-case
comprising two groups of unit sections or
boxes BCD EF G HI, each one similar to
the box shown separately in Fig. 2 and ar-
ranged together.in a case or cabinet A. The
boxes, as B, are constructed with a hinged
door b and have sides ¢ d and top and bottom
e f; secured together to form a box having a
suitable back g. The doorb is hinged to the
front edge of the top e with any desirable
form of hinge % and when lowered closes the
box to exclude dust, and said door b should
upon its outer side be provided with a suit-
able label or label-holder and a knob or pro-

jection b'. The door b is controlled by a
spring which is arranged to hold it in either
its open or closed position. For this purpose
I prefer a helical metallic spring 7, since the
form thereof permits it to readily pass over
any small obstructions, and properly-tem-
pered metal is exceedingly durable for this
purpose. A single spring j, attached to one
end of the door b and connected with the side
d of the box,isall-sufficient for the purpose.
In order to provide for freedom of operation
of the spring 4, the boxes are separated at
the side bearing the spring from the adjoin-
ing boxes, as indicated in Figs. 1 and 3, by a
plurality of projections which extend from
the side d of the box and into contact with
the side of the adjoining box or body, and
while these projections may be variously con-
structed a small number of round-headed
tacks will answer the purpose extremely well
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and have the further advantage that they are
not liable to cateh in surrounding objects; -

nor do they present an unsightly appearance,
and, furthermore, are very easily applied.
These projections are indicated at K I, re-
spectively adjacent to the front and rear of
the side piece d of the box, the tack K be-
ing placed so as to form the rear point of at-
tachment of the spring j, which may be at-
tached to the door of the box by a similar
tack . While two projections will answer
the purpose, I prefer to employ four, the ad-
ditional ones being indicated at & [. The
space between the boxes due to the separat-
ing devices isin excess of the diameter of
the spring 7, which is thereby cleared and en-
abled to move freely as the door b is open or
shut. The exterior casing isa simple frame-
work to contain the sectionsof myimproved
file-cabinet, and it can be made in a variety of
sizes to hold desired combinations of boxes,

‘which can be arranged therein on . their flat

sides or their edges, as preferred.
The practical advantages of my improved
file-case are that, being composed of individ-

nal sections, each complete in-itself, it may’

be made larger or smaller, as desired, and
the sections may be.arranged in any desired
relation, since the exterior casing being of
simple construetion may be readily recon-
structed to suitable dimensions orentirely re-
placed by one of proper size to conform to a
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new arrangement of the boxes, which them-
selves remain stationary when arranged and
in use. Turthermore, in use all that is nee-
essary is to raise the door b, which will bere-
tained in its open posmon by spring 7, glv
ing notice that the box is open, and remain-
ing so until closed by another movement, at
the same time leaving both hands of the user
free, not even requiring the detachment of
any moving devices prior to their opening or
closing.

Ifpr efeued theseveral sections of thecase
may be inver ted so as to open downwardly,
or placed on edye and opened sidewise; but
I prefer the arrangement shown, as ib ex-
cludes the dust more perfectly.

It will be apparent that the eonstruction
may be modified in some respects in view of
the foregoing without departing from the in-
vention.

What I claim, and desire 1o secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A filing-box provided with a front end
door entirely closing the box and hinged on
one edge, a helical spring attached to the box
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and to said door, and projections extending

from the side of the boxadjacent to thespring

to a greater distance than the diameter of the
spring and adapted to clearthe spring so that
it may move freely when said projections are
in eontact with an adjoining body.

2. A filing-case comprising a plulahty of
stationary sectlous each section or box hav-
ing a hinged® door ent-ire]y closing the front
end of the box and a helical metallic spring
attached to the door and to the side of the
box and projections extending from said side
of each box extending beyond the spring
and adapted to free the spring when the pro-
jections are in contact with an adjoining box
or body, and a case or frame inclosing and
holding the sections comprising the filing-
case.

Signed by me at New York, N. Y.,
day of February, 1899.

RATLPH W. POPL.

this 10th

Witnesses:
. J. KENNEDY,

FRANKLAND JANNUS.
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