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To all whom it may concerr:
Be it known that I, GEORGE D. CLARK, a

‘citizen of the United States, residing at Plain-

ville, county of Hartford, State of Connecm-
cut, have invented cer tdm new and useful
Improvemen'fs in Furniture-Casters, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exa-ct ‘de-
seription.

My invention relates to improvements in
farniture-casters, and particularly to a socket
whose function is to afford a support for a
caster. .

It is the chief object.of this invention to
provide a socket which is of light, simple, and
inexpensive construction and which is effect-
ive and durable in operation.

In illustrating the socket I have shown a
variety of modifications upon such ‘a large
scale that a portion of each of the sockets is
broken away.

Figure 1is a plan view, partly in section, of
a preferred form of my invention. Fig. 2 is
a section on the line Y Y, Fig. 1.- Fig. 3isa
similar view of a modification, and Fig. 4isa
similar view of another modification.

In the several figures it will be seen that
there is a tubular member carried upon and
held by a plate, which, although not neces-
sarily a track, may be called herein a ‘* track-
plate.”

In Figs. 1 and 2, 21is a plate which may be
termed a ‘‘ track-plate.” “22 is an upturned
annulus, located at or near the edge of the
track-plate 21 and preferably having its sides
inclined or tapered, so as to produce a thin
edge. In use this track-plate may be driven
tightly up into the lower portion of a piece of
furniture, the sharpened annulus 22 permit-
ting the same tobe driven into said furniture
to aid in preventing looseness of the socket.
24 is the tubular member, which tabe is up-
set near its lower extremity to form an annu-
lar outwardly - projecting flange 25, which
rests upon the track-plate around the central
opening therein, giving a firm bearing be-
tween the members 21 and 24. 26 are lugs

which may be struck up out of the floor of
the track-plate and which may be raised up
during the assembling of the parts and then
pressed down into firm engagement with the
integral flange 25 in such a manner as to

(No model.)

firmly secure the tube to the track-plate. In
this way Tam enabled, with the greatest econ-
omy and without the addition of unneces-
sary fastening-plates, to secure the parts to-
gether. Furthermore, thelugs26 being short
are capable of w1thstandmv (rreat resmtance,
and consequently add m ueh to the durability
of the structure as a whole. In Figs. 1 and
2 the annular flange 25 is formed slightly
above the lower end of the tube, which end
may project into the central opening in the
track-plate. In this way the tube is pre-
vented from lateral displacement during the
assembling of the parts and when assembled
contributes additional strength. The lower
end of the tube is preferably cut off flush with
the lower surface of the track-plate, or said
track-plate may be countersunk after the
well-known manner of countersinking screw-
holes or by stamping the said central portion
inwardly, which expedient is too well known
to require separate illustration. By eitherof
these simple methods the end of the tube
does not project out, so as to rub upon and
scrateh the floor, since the smooth surface of
the track-plate only can bear thereon.

InFig. 8, 21is the track-plate; 22, the sharp-

ened annulus; 34,the tube; 26, the retaining--

lugs,-and 35 the laterally-projecting integral
annular flange on the tube 34.. The con-
struction illustrated in Fig. 3 variesonly from
that shown in Figs. 1 and 2 in that the end
of the tube is upset in a little different man-
ner from that shown in Fig. 1. In Fig. 3 the

tube is upset by turning the end of the tube:

back, so as to form a rounded edge. Theex-
treme end of the turned - back portion is
flanged outwardly to form a supporting and
retaining shoulder 35.

In Fig. 4 the modification consists merely

in omitting the extending of the end of the
tube downinto the central perforation in the
body of the track-plate. In this figure, 21 is
the track-plate; 22,the sharpened annulus; 14,

the tube; 15, the 1ate1a11y projecting mteo”raI
annular ﬁanwe and 26 are the retaining- lucrs
formed in the body of the track- plate 21

closely adjacent the central perfora,tions.
‘While the method of uniting the tube to the
track-plate shown in Fig. 4 is simple and
economical, it is not, nevertheless, the pre-
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ferred form, since the parts do not have ad-
ditional means for laterally supporting the
tube with respect to the track-plate.

What I claim is—

1. Acaster-socket comprisingatrack-plate,
a tube, a laterally-extending integral annular
Hange on said tube and Dbearing against the
upper surface of the track-plate around a
central opening in the latter, integral retain-
ing-lugs formed in the floor of the track-plate
adjacentthe tubeand bearing upon the upper
side of the said flange.

2. A caster-socket comprising a track-plate,
atube, alaterally-extending integral annular

flange on said tube and near its lower end,
said flange bearing against the upper surface
of the track-plate around the central opening
in the latter, the lower end of said tube pro-
Jjecting into said opening, integral retaining-
lugs formed in the floor of the track-plate ad-
Jjacent the tube and bearing against the up-
perside of the said flange.
Signed at Plainville, Connecticut, this 18th
day of November, 1899.
GEORGE D. CLARK.
Witnesses: '
J. SANFORD CORBAN,
D. G. CLARK. ~
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