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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WENDELIN P. SENG, a
citizen of the ‘United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Tufting Pins or Buttons, of which
the following is a specification.

This 1nvenb10u relates to upholsterers tuft-
ing pins or buttons.

The objects are to.produce a cheapand sim-
ple tufting pin or button the shank of which
is adapted to bend more gradually than here-
tofore and which I accomplish by producing
a comparatively-longer neck or bending por-
tion, and, furthermox_'e in so disposing the
parts as will enable me to produce a com-
paratively-wider stronger neck and yet at
the same time not to materially weaken the
locking-prongs.

A further object of the invention is to plO-
duce an efficient washer or locking-plate de-
signed to beemployed in connection with the
styles of tufting pins or buttons enumerated,
and more particularly with the one herein
deseribed and eclaimed, the said washer or
locking-plate being of such construction as
will facilitate the application thereto of the
tufting pin or button, and when once applied
to suecessfully 1e81st any accidental disen-
gagement.

Refeulnd to the dlawmtrs, Figure 1 is an
elevamon of a tufting pin or button construet-
ed in accordance wit;h myinvention and illus-
trating my preferred form and shown as it
appears before bending. Tig. 2 is a similar
“view, the button being shown as it would ap-
pearafter appheatlon and after bending. Fig.
3 is a view similar to Fig. 1, 111ustrat1n°" a

 slightly-modified form of the 1nvent10n and
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Fig. 4 is a view showing such modlﬁed form
of button as it would appeal after being ap-
plied and bent.
my improved locking—plate or washer. Fig.
6 Is a top plan view thereof. Tig. 7 is a bot-
tom plan view, the tufting pin or button be-
ing applied and bent to its locking position.
Fig. 8 is a sectional view through a piece of
upholstery, the tufting pin or button and
locking-plate or washer being shown in posi-
tion.

Fig. 5 is a sectional view of

Similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts throughout the figures of the drawings.

The pin or button comprises the usual head
o and shank b, these two members preferably
being struck up integrally from sheet metal,
as is usual. In the finished button the head
is of course suitably covered, but in the illug-
tration it is shown uncovered or, in other
words, as stamped out and struck up. The
shank b is at suitable opposite points of its
two edges cut or slit, as at o, inwardly a
short distance on preferably horizontal lines
for a distance of about one-fourth its width,

55

6o

such cuts being somewhat abruptly disposed

from their inner ends in a longitudinal direc-
tion toward the entering or penetratm point
b’ of the shank, as 1nd1cated at a? occupying
about one-third the length of the shank. The
cuts a® are preferably curved, as shown, so
that they more nearly approach each other at
their middles. If desired, however, theselon-
gitudinal cuts may be straight and parallel,
as will be hereinafter mentioned. In either
instance there is formed by the cutsa’ a?a
pair of opposite outer companion prongs d
and an intermediate elongated neck e.

In Fig. 3 T have varied the construction
slightly. Theshank is cut inwardly on hori-
zontal lines f, preferably the same as in the
former construction; butinstead of producing
the continuing longittdinal cuts on curved
lines two parallel longitudinal slits or cuts g
are produced, thus forming the prongs d and
the intermediate neck e, as before. The ef-
fect is practically the same, as will be readily
apparenb

The pin or button having been thrust
through the upholstering, as shown in Fig. 8,

it only remams to apply the locking-plate or
washer, 7 thereto, the lower portion of the
shank U thereof passing through the usual
“slot k in said plate or washer. The lower por-

tion of the shank is then deflected or bent to
a horizontal position, as shown in Figs. 2, 4,
and 8, thus causing the prongs wlneh 1ema1n
unbent to dispose themselves transverse the
opening in the locking-plate or washer,where-
by a withdrawal of the pin or button is im-
possible.

It will be observed that the neck of the
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shank beinglongerthan usual agradual bend-
ing thereof results in contradistinetion to the
abrupt angular bend rvesulting from a short
neck or where the bending occurs at the ends
of the slits, and hence the neck is not so lia-
ble to fracture as heretofore. Furthermore,
inasmuch as the neck only is bent and not
the prongs the width of the neck may be in-
creased at the expense of the prongs, and
yet the latter remaining in their original un-
bent condition will not be in the least weak-
ened or rendered less efficient. The center
or narrowest portion of the neck is naturally
the weakest and is the center of the gradual
bend, but practically the entire neck bend-
ing the chance of a fracture at any point along
the same is obviated. : '

The conventional form of locking-plate or
washer may be employed, or, as shown and
as preferred, the novel form of washer j.
This washer is of the usual concavo-convex
form and is countersunk toward its center, at
which point an.oblong opening % is produced,
the stock forming the opposite longitudinal
edges of the blank being downwardly bent to
produce a pair of depending parallel lips or
flanges [, which are transversethe prongs d
of the tufting button or pin and in a manner
interlock therewith, thus resisting any at-
tempt at separation of the parts, while at the
same time they facilitate the application of
the washer to the pin or button.

By the words ‘‘ inward and downward ” or
‘“inwardly and downwardly” employed in
the claims I mean a longitudinal cut extend-
ing from one edge of the shank, either trans-
versely across or curved, and terminating in
a longitudinal cut, either curved or straight,
in contradistinction to an inclined cut, where-
by I am enabled to produce an elongated neck
capable of bending gradually or, as stated
in the claims, capable of bending between the

~ ends of the downward cut.
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Having deéseribed my invention, what I
claim is—

1. The herein-described improved tufting
pin or button, the same comprising a shank

having its opposite edges provided with in-
wardly and downwardly disposed cuts pro-

ducing anintermediate elongated neckadapt--

ed to bend at a point between the terminals
of the downwardly-disposed cuts, and oppo-
site locking side prongs.

2. The herein-described improved tufting
pinor button, the same comprising the shank,
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b, having at its opposite edges inwardly and -

downwardly extending cuts, as at a’, a?, pro-
ducing the side locking-prongs,d, and the in-
termediate elongated bending neck, e, the lat-
ter being adapted to bend at points interme-
diate the cuts a2

3. The herein-described improved tufting
pin or button, the same comprising a shank
inwardly and downwardly slit or cut from its
edge, producing a locking-prong and an elon-
gated neck adapted to bend at a point inter-
mediate the said cut.

4. The herein-described improved washer
for tufting pinsor buttons, comprising a cen-
tral oblong opening approximating the shank
of a tufting pin or button in cross-section,
the said washer being concaved around said
opening, and the stock of the blank from
which the washeris formed being downwardly
bent at the opposite longitudinal edges of the
opening and below the same forming oppo-
site longitudinally-disposed parallel flanges
or lips.

5. The combination with a tufting pin or
button, the shank of which is inwardly and
downwardly slit from its edges to form lon-
gitudinal side locking-prongs and an inter-
mediate neck bent at a point between its
ends, of a washer having a central opening
approximating the shape of the pin or but-
ton shank in cross-section and.a pair of de-
pending transverse lips or flanges,

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WENDELIN P. SENG.

Witnesses:
G. J. BISEE,
. J. SENG.
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