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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known ‘that I, HAROLD EVERARD
KNAPP, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Toothpick-Hold-
ers, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
toothpick-holders, and has for its primary
object the provision of an individual tooth-
pick-holder containing one or more tooth-
picks, whereby the handling of the tooth-
picksin placing them ina receptacle for use is
avoided and the previousantiseptic treatment
of the toothpicks is rendered possible and ef-

- ficient, while the liability to contagion result-
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ing from the handling orprevious use of the
toothpicks is effectually prevented. These
and such other objeets as may hereinafter ap-
pear are attained by the devices illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
a toothpick-holder embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 shows the manner of removing the
toothpmks from the holder. Fig. 3 is a lon-
gitudinal section of the holder, and Fig. 4 is
a transverse vertical section thereof.

Similar letters of reference indicate the
same parts in the several figures of the draw-
ings.

At the present time the common and cus-
tomary practice is to place the toothpicks ex-
posed in a suitable receptacle where they are
liable to be handled, picked over, and con-
taminated by any one having access to the
holder, and even antiseptic treatment of the
toothpicks would not avail against possible
contagion under these circumstances. . If is
my purpose to provide individual holders for
the toothpicks, so that one or more toothpicks
may be placed in the holder and a number
of holders placed in a suitable receptacle, so
that each user may select a holder and secure
his toothpicks with the assurance that they
have not been previously handled, except, of
course, in packing, where proper and anti-

septie treatment should be availed of.

Referring now by letter to the accompany-
ing drawings, A indicates a tube, which is
preferably a portion of a straw cut to a suit-
able length, although a. paper tube or any
other material forming a destructible recep-
tacle may be employed. Into this tube isin-
serted one or more toothpicks B, which may
or may not have been treated antiseptically,
and then the ends of the tube are closed by
sealing wax or wafers Cor by any othercheap
and practical means that would readily sug-
gest itself to one skilled in the arts. These
tubes when thus used protect the inclosed
toothpicks, as against handling, and consti-
tute individual holders for the toothpicks,
which cannot be removed from the tube with-
out the destruction thereof. This may be
easily accomplished by taking the ends of
the tube between the fingers of the hands, as
illustrated in Fig. 2, and twisting the tube,
which thereby becomes destroyed, thus as-
suring each user a clean and unhandled tooth-
pick.

The advantages of my individual holder
irom a sanitary standpoint are obvious, and
the cost of isolating the toothpicks in the in-
dividual holders is small as compared with
the benefits arising therefrom.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what 1 claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— )

1. As a new article of manufacture, an in-
dividual toothpick-holder consisting of a de-
structible tube sealed at its ends and con-
taining one or more toothpicks, substantially
as described.
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2. As a new article of manufacture, an in- -

dividual toothpick-holder consisting of atube
of straw sealed at its ends with wax or wafers

‘and containing one or more toothpicks; sub—

stantially as desc1 ibed.
HAROLD EVERARD KNAPP.
Witnesses:

C. L. Woon,
Q. R. BARNETT.
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