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UNTTED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

GEORGE W. FREEMAN,

OF FRANKFORT,

INDIANA.

MAIL-BOX.

SPECiFiCATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 647,296, dated April 10, 1900,
Application filed Dpcomber 28, 1899, S@i‘ial No, 741,396, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerw: ‘

Beit known that I, GEORGE W. FREEMAN,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Frankfort, in the county of Clinton and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Mail-Boxes; and Ido

hereby declare that the following is a full,

clear, and exact description of the same, ref-

erence being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

The present invention has forits object to
provide a novel and simple mail-box particu-
larly adapted to meet the demands of the
rural mail routes that are being instituted
throughout the country; and it cons15bs in a
box constructed substantially as shown in
the drawings and hereinafter described and
claimed.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view of a mail-box constr ucted in accordance
with my invention, showing the box in a

locked position and the cover théreof elevated

when inserting a piece of mail-matter through
the opening at the top of the box; Fig. 2, a
sectional elevation showing the delivery-
chute released and in position to receive the
mail-matter from the box; Fig. 8, a sectional
view showing the bottom of the boxinalocked
position; I‘w 4, a sectional view showing a
modlﬁcatlon in 1ock1ng the delivery- chute

Intheaccompanying drawings, A represents
the mail-box of any suitable size and con-
struction and having a closed top B, with
opening a for the insertion of the mail-matter.
This closed top B is provided with a hinged
cover C, provided with a flange b around its
three sides for the shedding of the water and
preventing it from entering the opening in
the top of the box.

Any suitable cover may be substituted for
that shown, and, if desired, the top may be
slightly 1nchned as shown, theae features of
the box, as well as the’ box itself, being sus-
ceptible of various changes or mod1ﬁcat10ns
without departing from ’che spmt of the in-
vention.

The lower end of the box A is provided with
a pivoted or hinged bottom D, which is prefer-
ablyinclined, as shown, but may be perfectly
flat, as found "most desirable. Directly under
the plvoted or hinged bottom D is a pivoted

or hinged delivery-chute E of any desirablé -

form and construction and provided at ifs
outer end with a suitable stop F, preferably
of wire, which catches the mail-matter as it
is delivered from the box onto the delivery-
chute, and thus prevents the mail-matter
sliding off the end thereof, as shown in Fig.
2 of the drawings. This delivery-chute is
preferably pivoted to the side extensions ¢
of the box, as shown; but the chute may be
pivoted or hinged in any suitable manner
that will admit of its being used as herein
described.

The delivery-chute E has its inner end
beveled or curved, as shown at d, so that
when the bottom D of the box is dropped or

lowered this beveled end will act as a cam

when the bottom is brought in contact there-
with and the chute will be forced out in posi-
tion, as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings.
The position of the delivery-chute islocated
outside the mail-box and on a plane below the
bottom thereof, and said chute is pivoted or
hinged at a point a short distance below the
inner or bearing end thereof. This pivoting
of the chute below the inner or bearing end
thereof is considered of material importance
to the successful operation of the chute when
the bottom of the box is lowered or dropped.
The beveled end of the chute and the manner

- L of pivoting or hinging it and the location of

the same directly under the bottom enable
said bottom and chute to operate conjointly
or coacting with each other when fhe bottom

‘is dropped

The pivoting or hinging of the delivery-
chute below the inner or beaunw end thereof
enables the same to act automatieally in as-
suming its normal or upright position after
the bottom of the box has been closed, which

55

60

65

70

75

So

85

9o

isa further advantage in providing a success- -

fully-operating mail-box.

In Figs. 1 and 3 the pivoted or hinged bot-
tom is shown as being locked to the box; but
this may be changed, as is shown'in the modi-
fication in Fig. 4 of the drawings, in which
the delivery-chute is shown as being. locked
in place of the hottom of the box. Either
construction will effect the same object. A
suitable hasp and padlock G are shown, al-
though any suitable or well-known locking
devme may be substltuted, and in Fig. 4 the

95

100

i . ;




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

[

delivery-chute is shown as locked to a post
H or may be locked to any other object that
may be found couvenient.

In Figs. 1, 2, and 3, wherein the bottom of
the box is designed to be locked to the box
itself, the delivery-chute will be a dead ele-
ment so long as the bottom is so locked; but
in Fig. 4 the delivery-chute when locked also
locks the bottom of the box by theinner end
of the chute being held against the same.

The box is especially valuable as a house
letter-box, in either instance the mail being
conveniently taken out by the postman and
also mail delivered to the box, as required,
and in case of a private individual who has
full charge of the box and a duplicate key
thereto, mail-matter may be.conveniently de-
posited in the box to be taken out by the post-
man, and the mail delivered thereto taken
out by the one having access to the box.

The essential feature of the mail - box is
the pivoted or hinged delivery-chute upon

which the letters or other mail-matter are.

automatically deposited when the box is down
in position,asshownin Fig. 2 of the drawings.

Having now fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire tosecure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A mail-box provided with a pivoted or
hinged bottom,and an independently pivoted
or hinged delivery-chute located outside of
the box and pivoted or hinged directly under
the same and at a point below the inner or
bearing end of the chute whereby the chute
will operate conjointly with the bottom of the
box when the latter is dropped, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth. '

2. A mail-box provided with a pivoted or
hinged bottom, and a pivoted or hinged de-
livery-chute located outside the hox and di-
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rectly under the bottom thereof and pivoted
or hinged at a point below the inner or bear-
ing end of the chute, and means for locking
the bottom in a closed position, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

3. A mail-box provided with a pivoted or
hinged bottom, a delivery-chute located out-
side the mail-box and pivoted or hinged be-
low its inner or bearing end and directly
under the bottom of the box, said inner end
of the chute being inclined or beveled to be
operated upon when the bottom is dropped,
substantially asand for the purpose specified.

4. A mail-box provided with a pivoted or
hinged bottom, a delivery-chute located out-
side the box and directly under the bottom
thereof and pivoted or hinged at a point be-
low the inner or bearing end of the chute,
the same being provided with a suitable stop
at its outer end to catch the mail-matter as it
passes from the box onto the chute, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

5. A mail-box provided with a suitable
hinged top and a pivoted or hinged bottom,
means for locking the bottom closed, and a
delivery-chute located outside the box and
pivoted or hinged directly under the same
and at apoint below the inner or bearing end
of the chute, said chute having anineline or
bevel and a sunitable stop upon its inner and
outer ends respectively, substantially as and
for the purpose described.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the pres-
ence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. FREEMAN.

Witnesses:
OLIVER J. BOULDEN,
AsA H. BOULDEN.
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