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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE,

FREDERICK PETERS, OF NEWARK, AND FERDINAND OHLIGER, OF
" ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY.

LOCK-HOOK FOR HATS, COATS, &oc.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 647,324, dated April 10, 1900.

Applicationfiled April 10,1899,

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that we, FREDERICK PETERS,
residing at Newark, in the county of Essex,
and FERDINAND OHLIGER, residing at Kliza-
beth, in the county of Union, State of New
Jersey, citizens of the United States, havein-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Lock-Hooks for Hats, Coats, &e.; and we.
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of theinvention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
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The objects of this invention are Lo secure
a hat and coat hanger or hook adapted to lock
the hat and coat thereon, so that said hat or
coat may be left in a public place without
danger of beirg stolen, to provide for this pur-
pose a construction simple and effective and
easily and cheaply manufactured, and to se-
cure other advantages and results, some of
which may be referred to hereinafter in con-
nection with the description of the working
parts.

The invention consists in the improved
lock hook or hanger for hats, coats, and the
like, and in the arrangements and combina-
tions of parts of the same, all substantially
as will be hereinafter set forth and finally
embraced in the clauses of the claim,

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in each of the views, Figure
1 is a front elevation of the improved hanger
or hook. TFig.2 is a side view thereof. Fig.
3 is a key for service in unlocking the hook.
Fig. 4is a sectional view taken on line z, Fig.
1. Fig. 5is a detail side view of the locking-
tongue in connection with a lock-tongue-hold-
ing catch and its spring. Fig. 6 is a plan of
the same; and Figs. 7 and 8 are detail views,
respectively, of said lock-tongue-holding
catch and spring.

In said drawings, @ indicates-a suitable:
bed-plate or casting adapted to be fastened
against the side wall ¢’ of a room or other
fixture, and atthe lower end of said bed-
plate is cast a rigid supporting-hook b, the
projecting end of which is turned upward to
receive the loop of the overcoat or the band

Serial No, 712,391, (No model.)

portion of a hat. At said upturned end of
the hook b the .same is horizontally grooved
at the front and back adjacent to the ex-

tremity, said grooves 0’ being adapted to re--

ceive a wire spring ¢ of peculiar form, the
said spring servingto present to the garment
a broad surface, whereby there will be less
danger of injury under the locking operations
hereinafter described. Said spring ¢ pref-
erably comprises a loop of wire having its
ends brought neartogether at about the mid-
ple of one side, and the two sides being

pressed or bentinward nearer together at the

middle, as at ¢% The contracted middle of
the spring then grips the end of the hook b
when sprung into place thereon, the wire
lying in the opposite grooves b'.

At the upper end of the bed-plate o the
same is provided with a box-like formation
d, which serves as a casing or inclosure for
certain operating parts, the said box -like
formation being slotted at the top to receive
a key p, and at the front being vertically
slotted to receive the upper and rear end of
a locking-tongue f. The front of the ver-
tically-slotted box-like formation is provided
with forwardly-projecting ears d', arranged
one at each side of the vertical slot and serv-
ing as bearings for a fulerumal pin or pivot
g, upon which the locking-tongue operates.
The said locking-tongue is curved downward
from the fulerumal pivol g to meet the upper
end of the hook b, and is also provided at its
end with grooves or notches f' to receive a
spring ¢/, similar to the one upon the hook b,
to engage the opposite side of the hat or gar-
ment and prevent injury thereto.

When a hat is locked in place, then, as
shown in outline in Fig. 3, the approaching
ends of the hook b and locking-tongue f lie
near together on opposite sides of the hat or
garment. - The springs ¢ ¢’ when the parts are
in this position press the hat or garment firmly
between themselves, but, because of their re-
siliency, without injury thereto. By provid-
ing broad surfaces between which the hat is

grasped the springs further render impossible

a mischievous removal of the hat by twisting
it out of place between the hook b and lock-
ing-tongue f.

At the upper and inner end of the locking-
tongue f, where it lies within the box or case
d, the same is provided with a series of teeth

55

6o

65

70

75

8o

83

[0]¢]

100

103



I0

5

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

6o

65

2 647,324

or cogs N, arranged in a segment of a circle,
and between said toothed extremity and the
pivotal pin g a large aperture 7 is formed in
the locking-tongue from side to side. This
portion of the locking-tongue is also recessed
at one side, as at j.

On the rear of the toothed segment and op-
posite the teeth or cogs & a downwardly-in-
clined shoulder, stop, or catch % is formed on
the wall of the aperture 7, providing a recess
k' beneath. Said inclined shoulder projects
laterally beyond the thickness of the locking-
tongue, as shown in Fig. 6, each lateral pro-
jection being brought to a sharp edge at its
top and extending downward at its lower part
below the recess %', said lower extension be-
ing of equal thickness with the toothed seg-
ment and terminating with its lower edge sub-
stantially in the plane of the bottom of the
aperture 7, whereby a second or lower stop or
catch e is formed, as will be hereinafter more
fully set forth.

Upon the inside of the box d, at one or both
sides of the interior of said box-like forma-
tion and contiguous to the stops or shoulders
k L on the locking-tongue £, is arranged a piv-
otal catch m, adapted to hold the locking-
tongue in its locked position. Hach locking-
tongue-holding catch is pivoted at its lower
end, as upon a screw n, and extends upward
into engagement at its upper end with one or
the other of the said stops or shoulders % /,
according as the locking-tongue £ is partly or
wholly closed. The top of the catch m is bev-
eled, as at m?, and at its side is a projecting
stud m/, adapted to engage the stops or shoul-
ders on the locking-arm in a manner to be
hereinafter more fully deseribed. The catches
mareheld in such normal position by a spring
0, pressing against the front wall of the cas-
ing d, and when in said normal position the
locking-tongue fis prevented from turning
upon its fuleramal pin, as will be understood.
To release the said locking-tongue, so that it
can be opened up and away from the hook b
to permit an arrangement of the garment
thereon or its removal therefrom, we have em-
ployed a key p of peculiar construction. This
key is adapted to pass through the top slot in
the box-like case or inclosure d and is pro-
vided with a series of notches or openings q,
adapted to coincide with the teeth or cogs
upon the eccentric segment of the loeking-
arm f.

At one or both edges of the flat key and
near the lower end a raised projection » is
formed, preferably by stamping up a portion
of the metal. As the key is foreced into the
slotsaid projections r engage the beveled ends
m? of the catches m and swing said catches
pivotally against the power of the springs o
to throw the stud m' out of engagement with
the stop & or I. TFurther movement of the
key inward causes the notches g to receive
and engage the cogs or teeth upon the lock-
ing-arm, and the same is moved upon its pivot
to throw the outer lower end dway from the

hook b. The hat or garment can then be re-
moved from the hook, and when replaced by
another which it is desired to.lock in place
the locking-arm f can be easily forced down
into place by the hand, the stud m’ of the
cateh m being suitably beveled, as at m3, to
allow the stops or shoulders & [ to pass, and
the key is thrown up into position to be taken
by the person operating the device.

By varying the detail construetion of the
locking parts we are enabled to prevent the un-
locking of the locking-tongue by persons not
provided with a suitably-fitting key, These
detail variations—such, for example, as
changes in the width or number of the cogs
or in the peculiar relation of the spring tothé
path of the key—serve as details tending to
prevent improper manipulation of the lock-
hook, and the said detail changes may be va-
ried to infinity without departing from the
spirit or scope of the invention.

It is evident that our peculiar arrangement
of codperating hook and locking-arm may be
employed for securing other things than hats
and coats—such, for example, as umbrellas
orbicycles. We do not wish, therefore, to be
limited by the positive descriptive terms em-
ployed, except as the state of the art may re-
quire. s .

Having thus described the invention, what
we claim as new is—

1. In a loek-hook for coats, hats and the
like, the combination with the fixed hook and
upper casing, of a pivotal locking-arm having
its rear end lying in said casing and provided
with a broad extremity presenting rearwardly-
projecting transverse teeth and having a lat-
eral projection presenting a forwardly-pro-
jecting tooth, a key adapted to slide in said
casing and being transversely slotted to en-
gage the rearwardly-projecting teeth on the
locking-arm and move said arm pivotally, and
a spring-catch adapted to engage the for-
wardly-projecting tooth and being operated
by the key, substantially as set forth.

2. In a lock-hook for coats, hats and the
like, the combination with the fixed hook, of
a pivotal locking-arm, having its rear end ap-
ertured near the extremity to leave a narrow
transverse end wall, teeth projecting from
the outside of said end wall and a tooth on
the inner wall, a spring-actuated catch en-
gaging said inner tooth to lock the arm in

closed position and a thrust-key perforated

to receive the outer teeth and engage them
to move the arm pivotally, said key also hav-
ing a projection or arm for operating the
spring-catch, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing
we have hereunto set our hands this 27th day
of February, 1899.

FREDERICK PETERS.
FERDINAND OHLIGER.

Witnesses:
CHARLES H. PELL,
C. B. PITNEY.
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