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To all whom it may concern:
. Be it known that we, CHARLES V. HENKEL

and EDWARD M. ANDERSON, of the city of New-
York, borough of Manhattan in the county

and State of New York, have 1nvented a new
and Improved File, of which the following is
a full, elear, and exact descuptlon

Tlns invention relates to a file in the form
of a temporary binder for holding letters and
the like, and the device embodles clamping-

sections provided with prongs for piercing the-

letters and actuated by springs, so that when
the restraining-catch is released the clamp-
ing-sections will ordinarily open, the restrain-
ing-clanip serving to hold the clamping-sec-

tions against the springs and in locked posi- -

tion, and the clamping-sections being-mount-
ed to movein precisely the same time,so as to
throw the prongs in and out in like manner.

This specification is the disclosure of one
form of our invention, while the claims de-
fine the aetual scope Lheleof

Reference is to be had to the accom panying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in Wthh similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts-in all the views.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the file with

the bmdmrr removed, the view showing the-

essential parts of the invention. Fig. 2 isa
front view of the same. Fig. 3 is a seetion
on the line 3 3 of Fig. 1. Fig, 4 is a section
on theline 4 4 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 5 is an en-
larged end elevation of the file with the cov-
ers and other bindings in place.

The file has a back or body portion 6, to
each end of which is fastened a flat casing 7,
the casings standing perpendicularly to the
back or body. Extendm«r between the cas-
ings 7, parallel with the body 6 and through-
out the length thereof, are the clamping-sec-
tions 8, which are preferably formed of sheet
metal, as shown, and which are provided at
their lower edges with a rod 9, extending
through them and projecting beyond their
ends to form journals, which are mounted to
rock in the inner walls of the casings 7. To

the respective clamping-sections the covers
8" of the file are secured by flexible fasten-
ings, as shown in Fig. 5, so that the covers
are carried by the clamplnrr-seetlons and may
be thrown to flat open position, as in the view

referred to.

at  each casing 7 as will be obvious.

Within each casing. 7 are ar-
ranged two elbow-levers 10, which are ful-
crumed on the journals formed by the ends of
the rods 9 and which have their long arms ex-
tended.inward and slotted to receive a headed
pin 11, thus causing the elbow-levers 10 to
move in unison Wlbh each other. The headed
pin 11 of each elbow-lever slides in a slot 12,
formed in the inner walls of each casing; The
short arms of the levers 10 extend foxwzudly
and are connected with the end rods 14, which
are secured in the:clamping- _sections 8, the
same as the rods 9 and approximately at the
middle of the width of the clamping-sections,
the ends of. such rods 14 projecting. beyond
the ends of the clamping-sections and into
the casings 7, through slots 15, formed in the
innerwalls thel eof at the side edwes asshown.
For the purpose of tending to thlow the long
arms of the levers for wzud and oonsequently
to throw the short arms outwald to open the
clamping-sections, as'indicated in Fig. 5, we

provide springs 16 between the body 6 and-

thelevers, asshown in Fig. 4. Thisarrange-
ment tending, therefore, to throw the sections
8 into open position to release the contents of
the file, in order to hold the clamping-sections
in the closed position shown in Figs. 8 and 4,
we provide a catch 17, sliding in one of the
casings 7 and having a head 18, mounted out-
side of such casing. - This catch 17 is adapted
to engage with a shoulder 19, formed on the
short arm of the adjacent elbow-lever 10, as
shown in Fig. 4. The cateh 17 is normally
thrown down by a spring 20. When the catch
is in the position shownin Fig. 4, it holds the
lévers 10, and consequently the clamping-
sections, in the closed position, and by mov-
ing the catch 17 upward against the tension
of the spring 20 the shoulder 19 before re-
ferred to will be disengaged and the springs
16 permitted to throw the clamping-sections
open. Ordinarily but one catch 17 is neces-
sary;but should the file be constructed of ex-
traordinary length a catch may be arranged
The
clamping- sections 8 are thus mounted to
swing on the pivots formed by the ends of the
rods 9 and to move in unison from open to
closed position, and the longer sections are
provided with prongs 21 to ente1 openings in
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the letters or other papers, thus holding them
in the file. ~These prongs 21 open and close
with the clamping-sections and are curved in
conformity with the arc in which they are
moved, so that they will move true toward

and from each other, thus permitting the let- .

ters and other papers in the file to be con-
veniently shifted from one position to the
other when the file is open. When the file is
cloged, the leaves are securely held, and yet
permitted to be moved from one side to the
other for their expansion, it being therefore
only necessary to open the file to place or dis-
place the leaves.

Having thus described our invention, wé
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A file, comprising a back or body, cas-
ings secured respectively to the ends thereof,
clamping-sections pivotally mounted between
the casings, spring-pressed means within the
casings for throwing the clamping-sections
outward to open position, filing-prongs ecar-

- ried by the clamping-sections and serving to
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engage the papers to be filed, and means for
removably holding the clamping-sections in
inward position against the tension of said
spring-pressed means.

2. In a file, the combination with a body, of
clamping-sections mounted to swing thereon
and respectively located at the extreme side
edges of the body, covers respectively carried
by the clamping-sections, curved prongs car-
ried rigidly by the clamping-sections and ar-
ranged to engage the papers to be filed, to
hold them in place, and means for securing
the clamping-sections in closed position.

3. In a file, the combination of a body por-
tion, two clamping-sections mounted thereon,
an elbow-lever having connection with each
clamping-section, the fulera of the levers be-
ing respectively coincident with the pivots of
the clamping-sections, and the elbow-levers
having sliding connection with each other,

2 : , 847,405

and means for actuating the elbow-levers to
actuate the clamping-sections.

4. In a file, the combination of a body por-
tion, a clamping-section mounted to swing
thereon, an elbow-lever having conneection
with the clamping-section, the fulcrum of the
lever being coincident with the pivot of the
clamping-section, a spring actuating the le-
ver to throw the section to open position, and
a catch mounted on the file arid engaging the
lever to hold it in elosed position.’

5. Afile having a back or body, a casing at-
tached to each end thereof, clamping-sections
mounted in the casings and extending be-
tween the same, and means for actuating the
clamping-sections, such means being carried
in the casings. . :

6. A file having a rigid baek or body, a
clamping-section located at each side edge of
the body, means secured rigidly to each end
of the back or body between which means the
clamping-sections extend, and on which the
clamping-sections are pivoted toswing toward
and from each other, the pivots being at the
inner portions of the clamping-sections, fil-
ing-prongs attached to the outer portions of
the clamping-sections and extending toward
each other, and means for actuating the
clamping-sections.

7. In a file, the combination of a back or
body, clamping-sections pivoted to swing
thereon, the pivots being at the inner edges
of the clamping-sections, covers respectively
attached to the outer edges of the clamping-
sectiong, filing-prongs carried rigidly by the
clamping-sectionsat the outer portions there-
of and arranged to engage the papers to be
filed, and means for actuating the clamping-

sections. _
CHARLES V. HENKEL.
EDWARD M. ANDERSON.
Witnesses:
I. B. OWENS, _
JNO. M. RITTER.
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