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To all whony it may concer:

Be it known that I, AuGUsTUS D. RAPE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Quit-
man,in the county of Wood and State of Texas,
have invented a new and useful Bedstead-
Fastening, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

Thisinvention relates to means for connect-
ing the side rails of bedsteads to the legs
thereof, and has for its object to provide an
improved detachable connection of this char-
acter which will facilitate the assembling of
the parts and which will effectually prevent
accidental separation or loosening thereof,
while permitting of the parts being conven-
iently detached for taking the bedstead apart
or for any other purpose.

To these ends the present invention con-
sists in the combination and arrangement of
parts, as will be hereinafter more fully de-
scribed, shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, and particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claims, it being understood that
changes in the form, proportion, size, and mi-
nor details may be made within the scope of
the appended claims without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention. .

In the drawings, Figure 1 is'a perspective
view of a portion of a bedstead-leg having one

‘of the side rails connected thereto by means

of the present invention. Fig. 2 isa vertical
transverse sectional view taken through the
siderail and showing the interlocking engage-
ment of the members of the present device.
Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken longitudinally
through the side rail. Figs. 4 and 5 are de-
tail perspective views of the respective plates
or members comprising the present device.
Fig.6 is ahorizontal transverse sectional view
taken on the line z « of Fig. 2.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
of the drawings are designated by like char-
acters of reference.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 1
designates a portion of an ordinary bedstead-
leg, and 2 the contiguous end of omne of the
side rails. These parts may be of any com-

inon or preferred type and are shown to more
fully illustrate the application and operation
of the present invention, ’

In carrying out my invention I employ sep-
arate plates or members 3 and 4, respectively,
of which the angular plate 3 is designed for
application to the bedstead-leg and the other
flat plate 4 for application to the inner face
of the contiguous end of the side rail.

The angular plate 8 is best illustrated in
Fig. 5of the drawings and comprises opposite
wings 5 and 6, respectively, which are of sub-

stantially the same size and disposed at sub-

stantially right angles to each other.  The
wing 5 is applied to the innerside of the bed-
stead-leg, so as to dispose the other wing 6
inwardly from the inner side of the leg, and
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is provided with openings 7 for the reception

of suitable screw-fastenings 8, whereby the
plate may be firmly secured to the leg. The
wing 6 is provided with a substantially-rec-
tangular opening 9, which is located midway
between the front and rear edges of the wing
and adjacent to the upper edge thereof, and
the latter is provided with a vertical noteh or
socket 10, located contiguous to the outer face
of the wing 5. Projecting laterally outward
in a direction opposite to that of the wing 5
and froma point intermediate of the front and
rear ends of the lower edge of the wing 6 is
an arm or extension 11, and projecting from
the outer end of the latter rearwardly or to-
ward the wing 5 is a strap 12, the rear end of
which overlaps the outerside of the leg 1 and
is secured thereto by means of a suitable fas-
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tening 13, passing through an opening 14, .

formed in the rear end of said strap. It will
thus be apparent that the angular plate 3 is
connected to adjacent sides of the bedstead-
leg, so as to dispose the wing 6 intermediate
of the inner and outer sides of the leg, and
that said wing is effectually braced by means
of the strap 12 and the lateral arm 11.

By reference to Fig. 4 it will be seen that
the rail-plate 4 is substantially flat, having a
central tongue 15 struck therefrom and bent
or offset laterally upon the outer side of the
plate. This tongue is connected at its upper
end to the plate and has its lower end entirely
free therefrom. Grouped about the tongue
is a plurality of openings 16 for the reception
of screw-fastenings 17, whereby the plate may
be secured to the innerside of the rail.
general shape of the plate 4 is rectangular,
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and extending forward from theinnerstraight
edge thereof is a hook 18, which is located at
the upper end of said inner edge and also
flush with the upper edge of the plate. Fur-
thermore, this hook is located upon the outer
side of theplate, as is also the tongue 15. Ex-
tending outwardly from the lower edge of the
plate and opposite the tongue 15 is a flange
19, adapted for connection with the lowerside
of therail2,and attheinner end of this flange
is a pendent lug or shoulder 20.

To connect the side rail of the bedstead to
one of the legs thereof, the attaching-plates
having been secured in place, as hereinbe-
fore described, the adjacent end of the rail is
placed upon the seat formed by the lateral
arm 11 of the angular plate, said rail being
originally inclined outward, so as to permit
of the tongue 15 passing the upper edge of the
wing 6, after which the rail is again brought
into an upright position and depressed until
firmly seated upon the arm 11, thereby en-
gaging the end of the tongue 15 through the
opening 9 in the wing 6 and against the outer
face of the latter at a point below the open-
ing. The hook 18 is also seated in the notch
or socket in the upper edge of the wing 6, and
the lug or shoulder 20 is received between
the rear side of the arm 11 and the adjacent
side of the bedstead-leg, as best shown in Fig.
3 of the drawings. 'Thus it will be seen that
the side rail 2 is firmly supported .upon the
transverse arm 11, and the tongue 15, the
hook 18, and the lug or shoulder 20 prevent
the plates from being separated laterally in
opposite directions, while the rail is free to
be elevated for the purpose of disconnecting
the plates. It has not been deemed neces-
sary or desirable to guard against accidental
upward movement of the rail, as the weight
of the latteris sufficient topreventsuch move-
ment, and by dispensing with stops for pre-
venting upward movement of the rail the as-
sembling and separation of the plates are
greatly facilitated. To disconnect the plates,
it is simply necessary to elevate the rail 2,
thereby lifting the hook 18 out of engage-
ment with the noteh 10 and the lug or shoul-
der 20 out of engagement with the lateral
arm 11, after which the rail is tilted outward,
so as to draw the tongue 15 through the open-
ing 9, and the plates are thereby disconnected
and the rail may be removed from the bed-
stead.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed, and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1.- A fastening device for bedsteads, com-
prisinga plate forattachment tothe bedstead-
leg, and provided with alaterally-projecting

- seat for the support of the side rail, and a
rearwardly-projecting strap forattachment to
the bedstead-leg, and a plate for attachment
to the side rail, and having a detachable lat-
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eralinterlocking engagement with the former 63

plate, substantially as deseribed.

2. A fastening device for bedsteads, com-
prising an angular plate for attachment to
the inner side of the bedstead-leg, one of the
sides of the plate having a laterally-project-
ingarm extending from the lower edge thereof
and forming a seat for the side rail, and a
strap extending rearwardly from the outer
end of the arm and designed for attachment
to the outer side of the bedstead-leg, and a
plate for attachment to the inner side of the
rail, having a detachable lateral interlocking
engagement with the leg-plate, substantially
as described.

3. A fastening device for bedsteads, com-
prising a plate for attachment to the inner
side of the bedstead-leg, and provided with
a laterally-projecting seat located in advance
of the inner edge of the plate,and a plate for
attachment to the side rail, having a pendent
lug or shoulder for engagement with the rear
edge of the laterally-projecting seat, and also
having a detachable lateral interlocking en-
gagement with the leg-plate, substantially as
described.

4. A fastening device for bedsteads, com-
prising a plate for attachment at substantially
right angles to the inner side of the bedstead-
leg, and provided with a notch or socket lo-
cated in the inner edge of the plate,and also
a laterally-projecting seat, and a plate for at-
tachment to theside rail provided with a hook
for engagement with the noteh in the leg-
plate, said rail-plate having a detachable lat-
eral interlocking engagement with leg-plate,
substantially as described.

5. A fastening device for bedsteads, com-
prising an angular plate, one of the sides of
which is designed for application to the in-
ner side of the bedstead-leg, the other side be-
ing provided with an opening, and a notich lo-
cated in the upper edge and at the inner end
of the side, a lateral arm projecting from the
lower edge of the latter side of the plate and
opposite the former side thereof, and a rear-
wardly-extending strap provided at the outer
end of the arm and designed for attachment
to the outer side of the bedstead-leg, and a
plate for attachment to the inner side of the
side rail of the bedstead, and provided with
a laterally - offset tongue for engagement
through the opening in the leg-plate, a lat-
erally-offset hook for engagement with the
noteh in said plate, and a pendent lug or
shoulder for engagement with the rear edge of
the latter arm, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed mysignature in
the presence of two witnesses.

AUGUSTUS D. RAPE.

Witnesses:

T. J. GOODWIN,
LEE RALEY.
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