No. 647,747, Patented Apr. 17, 1800.
' R. F. GIBSON. , |
HAIR FASTENER.

(N0 Modsl.) ' (Application fled Feb. 13, 1899,

' V53 ]
. 7 N/ /2. : -9
] ’_ :(_"q : ;F/l
\\ N \<\
» » » N
NN \\ N
NN NN
NIN
‘NIN (K
NN NN
N[ NN
L 6 NN NIHY-¢
» ™ N N -
N \—6 N N
N T IN NTIN
» »
" : : NN
NI N
NN Y
Ul x|tis g
NiIN NN -
NHN-77 NN
N » NN
N TN N1
N N N
. . r N N W Y‘
“r .
_- - - 1% : : {
N &4
T »
N N
) ‘3
e 6
. . /5
. \/_7

WITNESSES,

wé‘ G ' )fobe.n}ﬁ,'al.bs()/t. INVENTOR,

THE NORRIS PETERS CO., PHOTOLITHO., WASHINGTON, 5. €.




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.
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To alt whom it may concern:

" Be it known that I, ROBERT F. GIBSON, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Hamilton, Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Hair-Pins, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to hair-pins; and the
object of myimprovementistoprovide means
to retain the pinsin the hair and prevent
them from being accidentally removed orlost.
This object is attained in the following de-

seribed manner, as-illustrated in the accom-.

panying drawings; in which— ‘

Figure 1 is the plan of a forked hair-pin
embodying my improvement; Fig. 2, a frans-
verse section on the. dotted line of Fig. 1;
Fig. 8, a plan of a pin consisting of asingle
prong; Figs. £and 5, longitudinal sections.of
a prong, showing details of construction.

In the drawings, 6 represerits the prong of

the pin and consists of a small metal tube:

terminating at oneor both ‘ends in a solid
point 7. Opening 8 is formed through one
side of the tube a ‘short- distance above.its
point and at an acute angle to the plane of
theaxisof the prong. Slot9isformed through
the same side.of the tube and near the rear
end of the prong. Slide 11 consists of a piece
of flat or half-round spring-wire and isslightly
curved in its middle portion to press lightly
against the inner sides of the hollow prong,
wherein it is movable.

The upper or rear extremity of the slide 11
is shaped so as to extend outward into or
through the slot or opening 9 and to consti-
tute a projection or thumb-piece by which the
glide is operated. The front or bottom por-
tion of the slide 11 is turned back upon itself
at 13  to form a yielding barb 14, which is
curved upward and outward, so as to pass
through the opening 8, from which it normally
projects, as shown in Fig. 4.

In the point end of the prong and beyond
the opening 8 there is formed a socket or re-
cess 20, in which is situated a coiled spring
15, and a movable block or plug 16, inter-
posed between the end of the slide 11 and the
spring, and this spring forces the plugagainst
and moves the slide in a rearward direction
within the prong to the extent permitted by
slot 9. 'This rearward movement of the slide

carries the barb outwardly through opening
8, ag shown in Fig. 4, to engage with the hair
. of the wearer and prevent the accidental re-

moval of the pin therefrom. By means of
lug 12 the slide may be moved in a forward
direction to the limit of slot 9, which results
in barb 14 being pulled within the hollow of
the prong through opening 8 and until its
point is concealed and prevented from engag-
ing with the hair, so that the pin may be easily
and smoothly removed therefrom.

The expansion of the coiled spring tends to
move and maintain the slidein its most rear-
ward position and with the barb projecting
from the opening, as shown in Fig. 4. . In this

position the pin may be easily inserted within
the. hair, but not easily removed until the.

barb is again concealed within the prong, as
described. -

In a hair-pin of the conventional form, as
shown in Fig. 1, which resembles a fork and
consists of two prongs, it is only necessary to
provide-one of the prongs with a slide and
barb. ~ The barb, however, should project as
nearly in a direction toward the other prong
as the inward position of the lug on the same
line therewith will permit convenient access

‘thereto of the thumb to move the slide.

_Some pins are jeweled, as shown at 17, Fig.
3, and are of much value. Others are valu-

‘able as heir-looms; and it is desirable thav
The loss of even -

they should not get lost. : 7
the most ordinary hair-pinsis of too-frequent
occurrence and consequent embarrassment to
the wearer.

Having fully described my improvement,
what I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— : ‘

A hair-pin having a hollow pointed prong
in which are formed openings, 8 and 9, lead-
ing into the hollow of the prong, the said hol-
low extending beyond the opening, 8, toward
the pointed end of the prong to form a spring-
recess, a slide, 11, located in the hollow of the
prong, and having a projection extending out
through the upper opening, 9, and having one
end turned back upon itself and formed into
a yielding barb, 14, the end of which lies in
the lower opening, 8, a coiled spring, 15, lo-
cated in thesaid spring-recess, and a bearing-
block, 16, interposed between the spring and
the turned-back portion of the slide, substan-
tially as set forth.

ROBERT F. GIBSON.

Witnesses:

ROBERT S. CARR,
W. A. HUME,
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