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UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

FREDERICK E. ALLEN, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-
‘ HALF TO FRANK E. H. GARY, OF SAME PLACE. ’

SHOE-RACK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 647,784, dated April 17, 1900.
' Applicationfiled Angust 11,1899, Serial No. 726,886, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK E. ALLEN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Shoe-Racks,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improved con-
struction of shoe-rack adapted to receive
shoes during the course of their manufacture,
and I have aimed to produce not only a sim-
ple form of rack, but one which can be re-
duced in size by the use of folding sections
when not in use.

The invention consists in the details of con-
struction as hereinafter fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of the rack, showing otie
section folded and the others extended as
they appear in use. Fig. 2 is an end eleva-
tion, and Fig. 3 is a sectional view.

The rack is composed of end frames A, con-
sisting of parallel pieces extending vertically
and braced by cross-pieces a, the parallel
pieces A being supported in a base-piece, and
this in turn is provided with casters.
end framesare connected by horizontal pieces
b, which are braced from the base-pieces by
braces c. The racksare pivoted between the
end sections or frames and are made double,
one upon each side. FEach rack is composed
of two end pieces d, connected by a langitu-
dinal piece ¢, the inner end of the end pieces
being pivoted upon a rod f, extending be-
tween the end frames or sections. The lon-
gitudinal piece is grooved, asat g, Fig. 3, and
this groove contains a series of spring-wire
supports h, preferably made of one piece of
wire bent into proper form and secured in the
groove, though these supports may be made
separate. The shoes are slipped in between
these spring-supports, as shown in Fig. 1.
The sections on each side are just the same,
except that one section is shorter than the
other, so that when they are folded inwardly
they fold past each other. In order to sup-

port the sections when they are extended, I
provide a rod i between the end frames, upon
which parts of the folding section rest.

In order to protect the shoes from chafing,

The.

I cover the wire 2 with rubber or some like
material, and, in fact, I may use the common
insulated wire for this purpose. The wire
can be easily separated or compressed, so as
to fit any size of shoe, thus making one rack
capable of use in connection with a great vas
riety in different sizes.

What I claim is .

1. Ashoe-rack comprising rigid end frames,
folding sections pivoted between the same
and oppositely arranged, holding devices car-
ried by said sections, means whereby said
sections may be folded upward and inward
past eachothertorest centrally of said frame,
with said holding devices in reversed posi-
tion, substantially as described.

2. Ashoe-rack comprising end frames, rods

connectingsald frames at oppositesides, arms
hinged to the rods on each side and adapted
to fold over upon the rod on the opposite
side, longitudinal bars carried by said arms
and shoe-holding means extending upwardly
obliquely from said bars, substantially as de-
scribed.

3. Ashoe-rack comprising end frames, rods
connectingsaid framesatopposite sides, arms

‘hinged to the rods on each side and adapted

to fold over upon the rod on the oppositeside,
longitudinal bars carried by said arms and
laterally-yielding shoe -supports carried by
said bars, substantially as described.

4. Incombination, therigid end frames, the
rods extending between said frames at oppo-
site sides, the arms hinged to said rods, the
arms on one rod being outside of the arms on
the opposite rod whereby said arms may
swing inwardly past each other, bars carried
by said arms and yielding supports carried
by said bars and means for engaging the
outer ends of the arms to limit the outward
movement of the same, substantially as de-
scribed. ’

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. '

FREDERICK E. ALLEN.

Witnesses:
F. LAzzARo,
C. H. WELCH.
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