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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM V. BAUMAN,
of the city of Minneapolis, county of Henne-
pin, State of Minnesota, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Indi-
cators for Bottles, of which the followingisa
specification. :

My invention relates to bottles for liguors,
medicines, wines, &e., from which small
parts of the contents are taken at a time;
and the object of the invention is to provide
means whereby the refilling of a bottle in
whole or in part may be detected. Hereto-
fore druggistsand liquor-dealers, particularly
the latter, have habitually bought standard
bottled goods and after using the -contents
have refilled the bottle with spurious liquor
and have continued to sell such liquor from
the same bottle as long as the label of the
bottle remained tunsoiled, thus defraunding
the publie: '

The particular object of this invention is
to provide a bottle having a series of small
seals or marks upon it, which as the contents

of the bottle are taken out portion by portion

are destroyed by the customer or purchaser

to show to the next customer that the liquor

has been exhausted down to a certain level
in the bottle, so that therefilling of the bottle
to any extent would be instantly detected by
the next purchaser. Such a bottle after all
of its seals have been broken cannot be used
again, as the first person to use the same
would know instantly that the original con-
tents of the bottle had been removed and had
been checked off by the various purchasers.

The invention consists’ generally in the
combination, with the bottle, of a series of
breakable, destructible, or removable seals
or marks upon the exterior thereof, to bede-
stroyed by the persons buying the contents
in small quantities. »

The invention will be more readily under-
stood by reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, and
in which—

Figure 1 shows a bottle embodying my in-
vention. Fig. 2isan enlarged sectional view

of the side of the bottle, showing the seal un-
broken. I'ig.3 is a similar view showing the
broken seal. :

‘As shown. in the drawings, the bottle is
preferably provided with a vertical groove 2
in its exterior surface, and the bottom of this
groove is preferably provided with shallow
depressions or recesses 3. In thegroove isa
strip 4, preferably of paper, and which being
stretched across the indentations in the side
of the bottle may be easily-broken. by press-
ing upon it. In addition tothestrip4 I may
also employ a light crystal 5, set into the re-
cess and easily broken by pressure. The
paper strip 4 may be easily dispensed with, if
desired, and small crystals of any suitable
material may be placed in the depressions,
to be removed therefrom by the finger-nail.
Generally sheaking, the seals may be of any
form or material and applied in any desired
manser ‘to the bottle, as long as they are
upon the exterior thereof and are adapted
to be broken, used, or removed by the pur-
chaser of the contents of the bottle. The
portions taken from liquor-bottles by differ=
ent purchasers at a bar are about equal
and the ordinary quantity taken by a cus-

tomeris calculated, and the bottle is provided:

with as many seals or marks as it contains
drinks or portions. When a bottle is first
opened, the seals are intact; whatever their
nature may be. The first customer upon
pouring his drink from the bottle will seratch
off or break the first seal near the neck of the
bottle. When the second portion is taken
from the bottle, the second seal will be de-
stroyed, and so on, and it is evident that if
any person upon looking at the bottle finds
that the level of the liquor therein is above a
broken or destroyed seal or mark on the bot-
tle he will be justified in declaring that the
contents of. the bottle are spurious or have
been tampered with by the addition of aquan-
tity of liquid not originally contained therein.
The result will be that the refilling of bottles
will be prevented, and that it will be impos-
sible for barkeepers and other persons han-
dling liquors and medicines to use the bottle
more than once. This is accomplished by
means so simple and so cheap that any bot-
tling establishment may use the invention
without materially adding to the cost of their
goods and with the positive assurance that
their goods will not be imitated or their bot-
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tles used for the purpose of selling imitations
and fraudulent or spurious articles.

It is evident that my invention may be
properly and profitably used upon bottles for
powders, pills, chemicals, and drugs of vari-
ous kinds, a full bottle of which is not sold
at a time.

I do not confine my invention to the spe-
cificconstruction herein shown and deseribed.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. As a new article of manufdcture, a bot-
tle or package through whose walls its con-
tents are visible and provided in its exterior
surface with a row of depressions and corre-
sponding destructible gage-marks or seals.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a bot-
tle or package provided in its exterior sur-
face with a row of depressions, and a series
of frangible crystals or seals adapted to cover

- sald depressions, substantially as described.

25

3." A Dbottle or package, provided with a
substantially-vertical row of depressions ar-
ranged at intervals in its exterior surface,
and a series of frangible crystals or seals
adapted to cover said depressions and flush
with said exterior surface, substantially as
described.

4. A bottle provided with a groove in its
exterior surface, a series of depressions pro-
vided at intervalsin said groove, and destruec-
tible seals or gage-marks provided in said de-
pressions, substantially as deseribed.

5. A bottle provided with a series of de-
pressions in its outer surface, and a strip laid
over the same and adapted to be checked or
broken over said depressions, as and for the
purpose specified. ‘

6. A bottle provided with the vertical
groove in its side having a series of depres-
sions therein, the erystals provided in said de-
pressions, and the covering or strap 4 thereon,
substantially as described.

7. As a new article of manufacture, a bot-
tle or package having on its exterior surface
a row of depressions covered by destructible
gage-marks or seals whose outer surfaces are
substantially flush with the surface of said
bottle or package, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 5th day of May, 1898, at Min-
neapolis, Minnesota.

WILLIAM V. BAUMAN.

In presence of-

C. G. HAwWLEY,
RICHARD PAUL.
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