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1o all whom it may concerry:

Be it known that I, ERNEST OLDENBUSCH,
of Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and
State of New Jersey, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Boxes, of which the
following is a specification.

This 1nvent10n relates to an 1mprovement

in boxes, and more particularly relates to the.

construction of match-boxes, with the object
in view of providing a box which will con-
sist of a very few parts, which will be cheap
to manufacture, and which will be strong and
durable.

A practical embodiment of my invention is
represented in the accompanying drawmo"s,
in which——

Figure 1 replesents the box in 51de eleva-
tion, the cover being closed. Fig. 2. repre-
sents a back view of the same. Fw 3 repre-
sents a vertical transverse section in the plane
of the line 3 3 of Fig. 1, the upper portion of
the cover-spring being broken away to show
more clearly the manner of hinging the cover
to the bex. Fig. 4is a top plan view of the
box, the cover being shown open and in sec-
tion; and Figs. 5 and 6 are detail views of
the hinge-strap which serves to hinge the

- cover o the body portion of the box.
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The body portion of the box is denoted by
A and the cover by B, the said cover being
fitted to close the open top of the said body
portion. The body portion and cover are
preferably made seamless by stamping or

drawing the metal which is to form the box

into the required shape. The open top of
the body portion A 1is preferably reduced
slightly in size to form a suitable shoulder a,
against -which the bottom. edge of the cover
rests when the cover is closed. The metal
of the body portion A of the box is struck
outwardly at its back to form oppositely-dis-
posed half-sockets o', opening toward the
front of the box on the interior thereof, for the
reception of lugs or pintles upon the hinge-
strap,tobehereinafter deseribed. The cover
is hinged te the body portion by means of a
hinge-strap C, the shank ¢ of which is riveted
or otherw1se secured to the back of the cover,
the said strap being provided with a pair of
aterally-extended la gsorpintles ¢/, which are
adapted toenterthe half«sockets a'inthebody

portion of the box. - The strap C'is further
provided with a downwardly and inwardly
extended tongue ¢* which is engaged by the
upper or free end of .a spring D, the lower

end of which is secured to the body portion.

at its back, whereby the said cover is held
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yieldingly open or closed by the engagementof - '

the said spring with the tonfrue on the strap

This spring also tends to hold hmue-luds ¢

against rattling within the half- sockets a'.
“In setting up the box the lugs or pintles ¢’
upon-the hinge-strap C are first caused fo en-
ter the half-sockets ¢’ by moving the hinge-
pintle backwardly along the.interior of the
box, and the shank of the strap is then se-
cured within. the cover at its back: By this
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arrangement the cover and body-portion are -

D) hm(red together that they cannot be dis-

placed the spring D not being used to hold
the parts against removal, buh simply to hold
the cover yleldmﬂly open or closed, and for
the further purpose of preventing latbhnq,
as above deseribed.

It will be seen that the box as above con-
structed consists of -only the four parts—viz.,
the body portion, cover, strap and cover-
spring—whereby the construction of the box
isrendered very simple and inexpensive.

It is evident that slight changes might be
resorted to in the form and arrangement of
the several parts without departing from the
spirit and scope of my invention; hence I do
not wish to limit myself strictly to the strue-
ture herein set forth; but

What I claim is—

A box comprising a metallic body portion
having the metal struck outwardly at its
back forming oppositely-disposed half-sock-
ets opening toward the front of the box on
the interior thereof, a hinge-strap provided
with laterally-extended lugs or pintles adapt-
ed to enter the said half- sockets by & move-
ment froih the front toward the rear of the
interior of the box, a cover and means for at-
taching the hinge—strap to the cover to lock
the coverinits hinged adjustment to the body

portion of the box, substantially as set forth.

"ERNEST OLDENBUSCIL

Witnesses:
FREDK. HAYNES,
GLEORGE BARRY, Jr.
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