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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, MAXTME HONORE GOD-

- FROY BOUTINEAU, a citizen of the United

States, residing at New York, in the county
of New York ahd State of New York, have in-

vented certain new and useful Improvements:

_ in Skirt-Supporters, of which the-following is
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afull and complete specification, such as will
enable those skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to skirt-supports for
use in wet and storiny weather; and the ob-
ject thereof is to provide an ordinary belt with
devices of this class which are simple in con-
struction and operation and well adapted to
accomplish the result for which they are in-

tended, an especial object of the invention |

being to provide such a device as will not only
be detachable when desired, but also which

either when in use or not in use will be free

from any tendency to become dislodged from

position. or cateh on adjoining or passing ob-

~ jects and which, nevertheless, will be perfect
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and efficient in its primary mode of operation.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowingspecification, of which the accompany-
ing drawings form a part, in which—

Figure 1'is a front view of a belt provided
with my improved skirt-supports, and Fig. 2
a partial section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1.

In the drawings forming part of this speei-
fication the separate parts of my improvement
are designated by the same numerals of ref-
erence in each of the views; and.in said draw-
ings I have shown at 5 an ordinary belt pro-
vided with the usual buekle 6, and in the prac-'
tice of my invention I secure to said belt ab
different points ornamental ordinary knob-
hooks 7, which may be of any desired form
and which are preferably similar in form to or-
dinaryshoe or glove hooks, and said hooks are
provided with eyelets 8, which pass through
the belt 5 and by means of which they are se-
cured to said belt. )

I also provide short flat straps 9, which are
provided at.their upper ends with eyelets 10,
by means of which they are suspended from
the hooks 7, and said straps are provided at
their lower ends with rings 11, from which are
suspended spring-clamps 12 of any preferred
form or construction. ’

Thespring-clamps 12, as shown in the draw-
ings, are yoke-shaped in form and provided
with asliding ring 18." The lower end of each
side of said yoke-shaped clamps is provided
with a circular head 14, having an inwardly-
directed . flange or rim" 15, and one of-gsaid
heads carries a rubber cushion 16; which is
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adapted to be pressed upon by thé opposite

head, and in practice the material of the skirt
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isinserted between said heads, and the object

thereto. .
The operation will be readily understood

from the foregoing description when taken in:

connection with the accompanying drawings
and the following statement thereof.

_of the rubber cushion 16 is to prevent injary- -
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The straps 9 may be detached from the

belt and only connected therewith when de-
sired to support the skirt or to raise the same,
and the belt 5 may be used independently of
said straps or supporting devices.
ever it is so desired, the straps 9 may be con-
nected with the hooks 7, and the skirt may

-be raised at different points and the clamps

2 secured thereto, and it will be apparent
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‘When- .

that the bottom of the skirt may thus be held -

at any desired point of elevation.

It will be seen that by. the construction
which I have described and which is shown
in the drawings the short flat straps 9 lie
against the surface of the belt and of the

skirt, and while they are capable of a species

of pivotal motion upon the hooks 7 it will
particularly be noted that the main pivotal
point of the clamps 12 is upon the rings 11.

In practice the funetion, operation, and ad-

vantages of this construction are that the

‘straps do not swing with the weight of the

clamps; but said clamps will swing only upon
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the rings 11, and any movement.of the flat

straps 9 will simply be a change of angular-

position with respect to the hooks 7, accord-
ing to what portion of the skirt they are con-
nected to,through the medium of said clamps.
It is- thus quite impossible for these devices
embodying my invention tocatch ont any pass-
ing object, as would be the case were they
simply uniform swinging connections. More-
ever, the pivotal connection of the clamps
upon therings 11 is so perfectly free that any
desired adjustment of the position of the

95

166




I0

I5

20

N _ 648,186

clamps to engage any portion of the skirt is
thereby rendered possible, notwithstanding
the shortness of the connecting-straps 2, and
it will be seen that the whole construction co-
operates to prevent an unequal maximum of
efficiency and of compactness.

My improved skirt-supporter is simple in
construction and operation, and it will be
apparent that changes in and modifications
of the construction described may be made
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention or sacrificing its advantages. ,

J am aware that belts have heretofore been
provided with means for supporting a skirt
or holding the skirt in a raised position. In

my improvement the hooks which are em-
ployed are connected with the belt at regular
intervals and are of the ordinary knob pat-
tern, and said hooks serve to decorate or or-
nament the belt when the suspending-straps
are not employed.

Having fully described my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A dress-supporter comprising a belt having
hooks secured to it and straps of such length
as to bearon and of such width as to remain
flat on the hip portions of the skirt, each pro-
vided with an eyelet engaging a hook of the
belt and Dbearing flatly against the belt and
at the other end with a ring secured flatwise
of the strip, and clamps having eyes engaging
the rings crosswise and having jaw-faces at
a right angle to their eyes, as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony that I e¢laim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 17th
day of December, 1898. '

MAXIME HONORE GODFROY BOUTINEAU.

Witnesses:
F. A. STEWART,
A. C: MCLOUGHLIN.
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