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"UNTTED STATES

PAaTeENT OFFICE,

LAURENCE CARR, OF:ATCHISON, KANSAS.

BUCKLE.

S?ECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 648,238, dated April 24, 1800,
~ Application filed January 18,1900, Serial No. 1,330, (No model)

To all whom it may concern: :
" Beit known that I, LAURENCE CARR, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Atchison, .

in the county of Atechison and State of Kan-
sas, have invented a new and useful Buckle,
of which the following is a specification.

Thisinventionrelates to buckles, and more
particularly to that class known.as * trace-
buckles;” and the particular purpose of the
present improvement is to produce a buckle
or fastening which will permit the ready se-
curement, release, or adjustment of straps
and bands, and particularly of heavy articles
of this nature, such as traces or tugs of har-
ness, and which will avoid the bending of the
strap for such purposes as in the use of a
common form of buckle. i )

This invention is an improvement on Pat-
ent No. 314,564, granted to me March 1, 1885;
and the particular improvement consists in
the construction and arrangement of the sev-
eral parts, which will be more fally herein-
after described and claimed. ’

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the improved buckle shown applied.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the improved
buckle, showing the parts separated. Fig. 3
is a longitudinal central seetion through the
same. : :

Similar numerals of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts in the several
views. , '

Thenumerals 1, 2, and 3 designate the three
parts of the buckle, the part 1, consisting of

a frame 4, comprising three cross-bars 5, 6,

and 7 in the same plane and a fourth eross-
bar 8, elevated or thrown out of line with the

body of the frame a distance equal or about

equal to the thickness of the strap or trace
with which it is to be used. The frame 4 is
further provided with the usnal eyes or loops
9, 10, and 11 and with a stud 12, projecting
outwardly from the cross-bar 5 and which is
adapted to pass through the strap or trace
and serve the purpose of the tongue of a com-
mon buckle. The part 2 is in the form of a
link which is slightly curved in a longitudi-
naldirection,and comprises opposite side bars
13 and connecting end bars 14 and 15. The

end bar 15 isconstructed with & transversely-
extending concaved seat 16, located in its
outer surface, which is of regular curved form

and has opposite guards 17 at the front and
rear. - The part 3 is similar in construction
to the part 2, but of less dimension in a lon-
gitudinal direction, but is also slightly curved
longitudinally, and comprises opposite side
bars 18, end or cross bar 19, and a pintle-bar
20, which movably fits in the seat 16. 'This is
the difference of construction in favor of the
improved buckle, and it will be observed that
inthisinstance the parts2 and 3 are made sep-
arate and in contradistinction to the united
similar parts asshown by my aforesaid patent.
Asinthesaid patents,the pintle-bar20and the
end bar 15, with the seat 16 therein, are in-
closed by the loop forming part of the breast-
strap or otherdevice 21, andin the assemblage
of the two parts of the bucklethe cross-bars 14
and 19 of the parts 2and 3 are passed between
the bars 5.and 6 and 6 and 7 of the frame 4
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of the part 1, as clearly shown by Figs. land -

3. 'The bars 14 and 19 of the parts 2 and 3
areadapted tostand outwardly from the plane
of the bars 5, 6, and 7. of the part 1, so that

a strap or trace 22, passed beneath the cross:’

bar 8, can be carried forward over the stud
12 without any appreciable bending of said
strap or trace and to the point desired or un-
til the desired hole of the strap or trace is
brought into position to receive said stud. In
this position the strap or trace 22 lies under
the cross-bars 14 and 19 of the parts 2 and- 3,
and when a strain is exerted upon the straps
21 and 22 the parts 2 and 3 exert an inward
pressure, through the medium of their bars
14 and 19, on the outer face of the trace or

strap 22 and press the latter firmly against .

the cross-bars 5, 6, and 7, and thereby hold
the said trace or strap securely upon the stud
12, The greater the pressure of strain the
better will be the securement of the strap or
trace and with less strain on the stud, and,
furthermore, the strap or trace is held flat
between two extended bearing-surfaces. By
increasing the extent of the bearing-surfaces
wear is materially lessened, and it will also
be observed that there is no way in which the
buckle can be separated as long as the strap
or trace remains in place, whether the parts
be under strain or not. ;

By making the parts 2 and 3 independent
instead of joined, as in my previous patent,
it will be observed that their cost of manufac-
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ture is greatly reduced and the individual
parts may be more cheaply replaced by other
similar parts, and, farthermore, the genersal
function of thé said parts is more effective
by the improved construetion. These parts

2'and 8 serve as retaining-bails and are less

liable to be injured in view of their separate
construction than if integrally formed, be-
cause they will yield or move if a blow is de-
livered thereagainst, and. thereby defeat the
tendency toward fracture.

Numerous other advantages will become
apparent to those using the improved strue-
ture,and it is obviously apparent that changes
in the form, proportions, and minor details
can be resorted to without departing from the
prineiple or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. A buckle comprising a frame part hav-
ing cross-barsand a stud on one of said bars,
and two bail members or parts adapted to be
slipped between the cross-bars of the frame
part, the one bail member having a transverse
seat to receive a pintle at the end of the other
bail member, said bail members being loosely
conneeted. ‘

9. A buckle consisting of a frame part hav-
ing cross-bars and a stud on one of said bars,
and two bail members adapted to be mov-
ably projected through the framebetween the
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cross-bars, one bail member being longerthan
the other and having a transverse seat at one
end to loosely and removably receive a pin-
tle cross-bar at the end of the shorter bail
member. Co

3. A buckle consisting of a frame part hav-
ing a series of cross-bars in the same plane,
a stud projecting from one of said cross-bars,
and a cross-bar raised above or extended from
the said series of eross-bars and independent
bail members adapted to have end portions
inserted through the frame member between
the series of cross-bars, one bail member hav-
ing a transverse concaved seat at one ex-
tremity and the other a rounded pintle at one
of its extremities to loosely and removably
engage said seat. ‘ '

4. A buckle consisting of a frame having a
series of cross-bars, one of said bars having
a stud projecting therefrom, a two-part or
double bail having one extremity of each
member passed between the eross-bars of the
frame, and the opposite extremities loosely
joined and held together by a strap connected
thereto.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence. of two witnesses. ‘

_LAURENCE CARR.

Witnesses:

C. D. CHITWOOD,
J. . GRISSOM.
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