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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ASHBEL P. BARLOW, a

citizen of the United States, residing atSt. Jo- |

- seph, in the ‘county of ‘Berrien and State of

o
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Michigan, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Trusses; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such aswill
enable othersskilled in theart to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same..
My invention relates to improveinents in
trusses and abdominal supports for holding
the abdomen and bowels in a normal position,
so that where hernia, breach, or rupture has
been produced. nature will have'a chance to
perform a cure. - It is also equally ‘good for
female weaknesses when properly applied.
It will keep the internal organsof the female
up in.a norinal condition, so that nature may
have a chance to contract the ligaments at-
tached to those organs for their support and

‘holding them in their normal position. I‘at-

tain these objects by the.use of a truss and
abdominal support described and illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which— .

Figure 1 shows the front side of a metallic
plate with its appendages. Fig. 2 shows the

back side of the truss coming next tothe body -

with its appendages. - Fig. 3 shows a section
of one-half the belt thatgoes around the body
with its appendages. ;

. I'will now proceed to explain the appeﬁd-
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ages of metallic plate, Fig. 1. . A A are loops
fastened at the right and left corners of the
upper edge of the plate to allow a strap or
piece of wicking A’to passthrough, which'is
attached to the upper edge and at eitherend
of the belt A% which goes around the body to
keep the truss at the right pressure to the
body at the topedge. - B B areeyes or buckles
attached to the right and left of loops A A a
little below the top edge of the plate to attach
side straps C C, which pass down over the
truss and between the limbs of the patient
and are attached to the belt at the back either
by loops or buckles A3 as shown in Fig. 3.
D D are eyes or buckles fastened near the
lower edge of the plate a little to the right
and left of the center of the plate.. X is a
hook fastened at the center of the plate near
the bottom to allow safety-strap Fto passun-

der to keep the pressure on the lower side of
the truss. .

G G are wooden or metallic bridges fas-
tened on the right and left side of the truss,
which side strap C C passes over and presses
down upon as they pass under the body be-
tween the limbs, which help to hold the truss
down upon the abdomen and pubic bone
firmly, so that the omentum and intestines
cannot protrude through the walls of the ab-
domen and down into. the scrotum, which is
called “‘scrotal hernia.”

~ H H are projections either at the right or’

left'side of wooden pads IT, which are fas-

-tened to the back side of metallic plate with
.wooden screws or-cther means. These pro-

jections extend out over Poupart’s ligament
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and press down upon that ligament, thus pre- .

venting theomentum and intestine from pass-.
.ing under that ligament and causing stran-

gulation and often death or a surgical opera-
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tion. The wooden pads I I'arecutoutb;soas -
to fit the.metallic plate, which must. fit the -

abdomen of the patient which it is-made for.

J J are concaved recesses carved out from
the surface of each pad about one-quarter of
an'inch-deep andlargeenough to fasten knobs

KK K, which are made either of wood, rub-.

ber, or metallic substance large enongh and
shaped tosuif the case treated. - These knobs,
which may be two or three in number, as the

case requires, are fastened tothe wooden pads

I by screws passing through the metallic
plate into the knobs, which hold them in their
proper place, as the case may require.  Two
of the knobs are fastened in the concaved re-
cesses.
two and rests upon theadjacent walls of the
carved surface.
be carved out at the center, so as to rest eas-
ily upon the pubic bone, which. prevents the
omentum and intestine from pressing out that
way.  There is a second projection G at the
bottom of the wooden pad, which is carved
out to rest on the pubic bone, which effec-
tually prevents the passing of thé omentwm
and intestine down into the scrotum.

L L are buckles and straps fastened at the
end and at the lower edge of the belt and
are connected to hooks L' L', which pass
through eyes D D on truss, which help o hold

The third is placed betweenthe other :
The tops of the knobs must
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_ the pads down when the belt is drawn tight
around the body.

M M are buckles fastened just back of
buckles L L, to attach the safety-strap I,
5 which passes over the lower edge of the truss
and under hook E t0 keep itin posmon thus

- giving a twofold pressure of truss.
N N are eyes-fastened above buckles L L.
. to engagé the hooks L* L? of the straps A,
10 wWhich pass “through the loops A A to hold
the. truss in place at top. - Comprésses. O O
_of wick or cloth may be fastened to sidestraps
C Cat a point at the lower edge of truss,

which gives a third pressure, and by attach-

k 15 ing another compress P on safety-strap at
elther side ‘of the hook E, I am enabled to
“.give a fourth pressure on the trussor sup-

port at this point, which will el’fectually pre--
vent the omentum .or. mtestme fr om commur B

_' 20 -out..

Qdenotesa pair of suspendels for euppox t-’ it
“tension being formed with atransvelse groove
‘orirecesson 1ts innerfacé and havinga b1 idge
‘projecting laterally from: its outer face, and
"a knob secured ‘within the recess of the pad,
"substantlally as.and for the purpose set forth. 6o

1no' the truss from the shoulders.
I—Iavmo' thus deseribed theinvention, what

is clalmed and desir ed to be secmed bv Let-v'
i 25 ters. Patent is—"

1. In-a truss, the eombmablou wuh a me:
- -tallie plate ‘of pads secured thereto and pro-.[
‘ijVLded with knobs; said pads having latéral’|
. extensions at their lower outer: corners and-|
oo brrdoes at their lower ends,.a belt, straps don’
i nected to'the belt and passmvlatemlly about,
the body of the wearer and engaging a hook|
in‘thé front side of the’ plate, and st.r'aps con- |-

nected:-to the plate and passmrr between the

limbs of the wearer and engaging the belt at 33
its rear, said latter straps engaging said
bridges, substantially as and for the purpose

‘set forth.

2. In a truss, the combination with a me-
tallic plate; of pads secured thereto and pro-
vided with knobs, said pads having lateral
extensions at thelr lower outer corners and
bridges at theirlower ends, a belt, straps con-
nected to the belt and passing laterally about
the body of the wearer and engaging a hook 45
in the fronf side of the plate, and straps con-
nected to the plate and passing between: the
limbs of the wearer and engaging the belt at
its rear, said latter stmps engaging said
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‘bridges, and said strapsbeing prov1ded with 5o

compresses, substantullv as and for the pur-

’pose set forth.

- 8. A'triass-pad forimed on 1tq innet face Wxth ‘

arecessand provided with a lateral extension

and a downward extension, the downward ex- 55

< In. testlmony ‘whereof I.have ‘hereunto set
my hand:-in pleqenoe of two subscrlbma wit-
nesses S

= AS\H}BEL :;P.» BABL“OW,
Wltnesses ' : S

LAWRENCE C FYFE
JOHN C ST CLAIR




