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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

PAUL R. HAZELTINE, OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.

CO"MBINED THUMB-RULE AND BLOTTER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lelfers Patent No, 648,409, dated May 1, 1900.
Application filed Tuly 26, 1899, Serial No. 726,192, (No model)

To all whom it mai concerr.:

Be it known that I, PAUL R. HAZELTI’\TD a
citizen of the Umted States, residing at Los
Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles, State
of California, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in a Combined Thumb-
Rule and Blotter, of which the followingisa
full, clear, and exact deseription, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this speeification.

Myinventionrelates toanimproved thumb-
rule and blotter, and is intended more espe-
cially forruling shortlines without the neces-
sity of picking up and laying down either the
rule, the blotter, or the pen, thus creating a
great saving in timeé in addition to other ad-
vantages, which are obvious: and myinven-
tion congists in certain features of novelty
hereinafter deseribed and claimed.

Figure I is a top view. Iig. IT is an end

view. Fig. IIlis a side view. Fig. IVisa
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transverse section taken on line IV IV Fig. 1.
Fig. Vis a perspective view showing posmon
of hand in holding the device.

Referringto thedrawings,1represents a flat
plate having straight sides 2 and a tapering
tailpiece 3, one side of the tailpiece being
preferably curved, as shown at4,and the other
side extending at an angle, as shown at 5.

6 represents a thumb-ring located near the
extreme end of the tailpiece 3. The forward
end of the plate 1 is bent upwardly and fold-
ed back against the body, forming a rule 7

8 represents a flat spring having its outer
ends secured at 9 to the under side of the
plate 1, said spring being bent downwardly
in bow shape, thus forming a surface that
will spring or give when pressure is applied
thereto.

10 represents a strip of blottmfr baper
placed under the spring 8, folded over the
edges 2 of the plate 1, with the ends of the
blotter extending to a point near the center
of the plate 1 on its upper side. The endsof

to the spring-bution 11, It will be seen that
by unscrewing the nut 14 until tension isre-
lieved on the button 11 the button may be
turned into the position shown in dotted
lines; Fig. 1, and the strip of blotter released
and a new strip placed in position. Therule
and blotter is held in the left hand, as shown
in Fig. V, leaving the right hand free for
using the pen.

The combined blotter and rule is especially
for bookkeepers, intended to cover only a
small portion of the book at one time, so that
the accountant may read the name while blot-
ting the figures or using the rule, and vice
versa. Itspeculiarcontourand construction
adapt it for this feature. Again, by reason
of the peculiar contour of the tailpiece the
ruling edge is alwaysin a horizontal position
when the hand is in a natural position on the
paper—that is to say, the ruling edge 7 is at
all times when in use parallel Wlt}h the ruled
lines of the ledger or day-book.

In the use of & blotter and rule of thiskind
it remains attached to the hand while mak-
ing the many hundred movementsof a book-
keeper in a day’s forming of the rulings,
blotting, turning pages, &c., and it has been
found by experience that where the ring is
attached to the finger the finger will become
cramped, which is avoided by the use of the
thumb, which is a much stronger member:
Also by the peculiar contour of the tailpiece
and the attachment to the thumb the fingers
are left free to turn the pages of the book

without detaching the device from the hand.

Owing to the distance between the thumb
and forefinger and the movement of the first
joint of the thumb there is room for ample
lateral movement of the finger without sepa-
rating the hand from the device. Where
the ring is attached to the fingers, it would
be necessary to withdraw the hand from the
device in order to use the fingers in turning
the leaves. The thumb has a much larger
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the blotting-paper are secured by means of a
bow-gshaped spring-button 11, having its ends
12 resting upon the blotter and pressing the
same against the plate 1. The button 11 is
p1voted ‘to a stud-bolt 13, which is secured at
its inner end to the center of the plate 1 and

is threaded atits upper end with a clamp-nut

14 thereon, by which tension may be applied

lateral movement as a whole than the fin-
gers, and. the first joint of the thumb has a
side movement which the fingers have not,
the blotter being capable of bemv placed at
many different anvles by simply moving the
first joint of the thumb without releasmfr the
pressure of the fingers upon the device in
holding down the leaves of the book or in
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making a slight change in the angle of the’}
Also owing to.the thumb being sepa-
-rate from the fingers, there is no chafing be-
tween the thumb and fingers, as there isii:

ruler.

constant use when . the ring is placed upon

the fingers, the ﬁncrers on each side- of the’

one.with the ring on chafing against the ring.

Also owing to the ring being made on one:

. side in position for the thumb instead of in
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the center, as it would have to be for the fin-.
ger, the ring may.be made an integral part of

the tailpiece, thus enabling the manufac-

turer to stamp the body of: the article and-

the portion forming the nncr all of one piece
of metal.
I claim as my. 1nvent10n—-

- 1." A combined ruler-and blotter compus-"
ing a main-body, the forward edge of which.
is bent-upward at an angle then down-and

back upon itself to form a ruler, a tailpiece

integral with and extending rearwardlyatan.
angle from the main body a thumb-ring |-
f01 med at the Juncture of  the sides mtecrml

648,409

with theé tallplece, and means for securing
“blotting-paper to the main body., " -~

~ 2. A combined ruler and blotter compris-
ing a main body, the forward edge of which
is bent upward at an angle, then down and

back upon itself to.form' a ruler a tailpiece
integral with and extending 1earwa,rd1y atan

‘angle from- the-main body, one side of the
same being curved while the other is straight -

and.at an angle to the main body, a thumb-
ring formed integral with thetailpiece at the
Junctlon of the curved and straight-inclined

sides thereof, :a stud- bolt -extending up-

wardly from the center of the main body, a
secured ‘on said bolt, and a flat spring se-
curéd to the underside of the mainbody.and
PAUL R. HAZELTINE.
Witnesses:

J. 'W. KEMP,
J. K. Kx1GHT.
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:|-bow-shaped spring-button and elamping-nut -
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‘bent downwardly in bow.shape to form a
vbearmo for blotting-paper. '




