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nular ledge or guard d’ to prevent the bottle ~

To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that T, LEWIS F. LONGMORE, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Lowell, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Vessel-Protec-
tors, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to vessel- -protectors,
its objeet being to prevent vessels in exposed
positions or out of doors, as cans or bottles
containing milk, from being stolen or readily
emptied of their contents.

It is now quite common for milkmen to-de-
liver milk toretail customers in glass bottles,
the mouths of which are sealed, and these
bottles are frequently left at the customers’
doors in the morning before the customers are
out of bed, from which it happens that the
bottles are frequently stolen, with their con-
tents, and sometimes the bottles are emptied
and only the contents of the bottles are re-
moved by an unauthorized person.

Said invention consists in the devices
and combinations hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11is
a side elevation of a device embodying my
improvement and of a bottle secured thereby;
Fig. 2, a side elevation of the lower or mov-
able head provided with a spring lock or bolt;
and Fig. 3, a plan of the bottom ofsaid vessel-
protector, a part of the lock being broken
away to show the construction.

A represents a backboard, wall, or other
vertical support for the vessel- protectm The
back of the device is represented as compris-
ing an upper section b and a lower section b,
each section secured by screws b*b%or equiv-
alent means to the support A.. A guide (Lep-
resented as consisting of two rods ¢ ¢') is se-
cured to the back substanmally parallel w 1th
the support A.

Heads D D' are arranged parallel with each
other, one head, preferably the upperhead D,
being rigidly secured to the baclk and the
other head sliding on the guide ¢ ¢’ toward the
head D:. The heads D D"are adapted to hold
between them a vessel, as a bottle E or a can,
the upper head D havmv an opening d to re-
ceive the upper end of the bottle or can and
the lower head D’ being provided with an an-

from being drawn laterally off from said lower
head.

To the under side of the movable head D’
is secured a spring-lock F, of any usual con-
struction, having a bolt f, which serves as a
detent, being adapted to engage a rack b7
with which the back section &’ is provided,the
outerend of said bolt being beveled off on top
at f' and the teeth b7 of said rack being in-
clined upward to allow said detent or bolf to
slip over said rack-teeth when the head D'is
raised. A spring f* keeps the detent or bolt
in engagement with the rack, so that the head
D’ cannot be moved away from the head D
without first drawing said detent out of such
engagement. This is accomplished by turn-
ing a , hub /3, which engages with one or the
other of two shouldexs f4 /%, carried by the
forked end of the bolt f, sald hub being sub-
stantially like the hub of a knob-latch of or-
dinary construction, except that the hub in
this lock is turned by a key I’ instead of by
the ordinary knob-spindle, said hub being
slotted diametrically to receive said key and
the lock-case also being slotted to form a key-
hole /% in an obvious manner.

The use of the above-described device will
prevent the removal of the can or boftle ex-
cept by a person having a key, and the keys
and locks may be so varied, as is well known,
that no two persons in the same vicinity shall
have like keys.

Without a key the can or bottle can only
be removed by the use of tools and a delay
which would make the danger to the thief too
greattobe incurred for the advantade sought.

While the loss of a single can of mllk Would
not be very serious from a pecuniary point of

view, yet the loss of the bottle and its con-

tents would prove a very serious inconven-
ience, which may be avoided by the use of this
invention.

I claim as my 1nvent10n—— : )

1. In a vessel-protector, the combination of
a guide, two hieads, one fixed and the other
movable on said guide, and mearns for nor-
mally permitting said movable head to ap-
proach sald fixed head and for simultaneously
preventing said movable head from moving
away from said fixed head.,
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2. Ina vessel-protector, the combination: of
a guide, two heads; one fixed and the -other
movable on said guide, and a lock, operated
by a suitable key and carried by said movable
head and adapted to engage said guide.

3. The combination of a guide, two heads,
one fixed and the other movable on.said guide
toward said fixed head, a rack, a detent,-car-

. ried by said movable head and a spring, to
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keep said detent in engagement with said
rack, said heads bemg ada.pt:ed to engage the

and to retain said vessel in place.

4. The combination of a guide, two heads, |

one fixed and the-other movable on said guide
toward said fixed head, a rack, and a spring-
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lock, carried by ‘said movable head and hav-
ing a,bolt adaptéd normaially to engage said
raek to prevent said movable head from mov-

ing away from said fixed head, said lock be-
ing adapted to be opened by a suitable key to
-draw said bolt out of engagement with said
rack and.said heads.being adapted toengage
the opposite ends of a vessel placed between
them and to retain said vessel in place.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

| LEWIS F. LONGMORE.
- Witnesses: . _ ’
ALBERT M. MOORE,;

GrACE E. HIBBERT.
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