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UNITED STATES

Patent OFFICE.

GEORGE T. MOORE AND EDWARD 8. SHOOP, OF HOUSTON,

TEXAS.

COMBINED WRITING AND ADVERTISING DESK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 648,421, dated May 1, 1900.
Application filed Jannary 9,1900. Serial No. 901, (No model.)

To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that we, GEORGE T. MOORE
and EDWARD 8. SHOOP, citizens of the United
States, residing at Houston, in the county of
Harris and State of Texas, have invented a

new and useful-Combined VVrltmo' and-Ad-
vertising Desk, of which the followmcf is a

spemﬁeatlon

This invention relates to comhined writing
and advertising desks or cabinets; and the ob-
ject in view is to prodiice a novelarticle of the
character referred to embodying one or more
panel-frames each of which is provided with
a back removably fastened in place, enabling
an advertising-sheet and dividing-mat, &c.,
to be advantageously and attractively dis-
played, so as to command the attention and
observation of a person utilizing the desk for
writing purposes.

The detalled objects and advantages of the
invention will fully appear in the course of
the ensuing description.

The 1nvent10n consists in a combined writ- |

ing and advertising desk or cabinet embody-
ing certain novel feature_s and details of con-
struction and arrangements of parts, as here-
inafterfully described,illustrated in the draw-
ings, and incorporated in the claims.

.In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a desk or eabinet con-

-strueted in aceordance with the present in-

vention. Fig. 21s a vertical longitudinal sec-
tion through the same. Fig. 3 is a vertical
transverse section taken in line with one of
the supports.
tion taken transversely through one of the
superimposed panel-frames, showing the man-

ner of connecting to the extension-backboard.

Similarnumerals of reference designate cor-
responding partsin all the figuresof the draw-
ings. S '

The combined writing and advertising desk
orcabinetcontemplated in thisinvention may
be manufactured in various sizes, of any suit-
able material, and is specially designed for
use in banks, hotels, express-offices, and other
public places wherever .practicable, being
adapted to contain such articles as pens, ink,
cards, time-tables, &e., also to display in a
neatand attractive manner a variety of adver-
tising matter—such as business-cards, &c.—

Fig. 4 is a detail vertical sec-:|"

and also to serve as an efficient desk for writ-
ing purposes.

Refeu ing to the dr awin gs, the desk will be
seen to comprise a front, back, ends, and writ-
ing-bed. The front (mdmated at 1) consists
of a panel:frame;and-alsothe-ends (indicated
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at 2) are constructed in the -form of- panel— R

frames.  The topor writing-bed 3 is alse in the
form of a panel-frame and inclines or slopes
downward toward the front to give theproper
piteh thereto for writing purposes. The ar-
ticle is also provided Wlbh an extension-back-
board 4,which projects asuitableheight above
the top of the desk proper, and said emtensmn-
board is provided upon its front side with a
plurality of pockets or compartments 5 for
thereception of various articles, such as pens;
pencils, business-cards, time- tables, &e.

The writing-bed 3 is composed, preferably;
of a rectangular open-center panel-frame,and
the said frame is rabbeted upon its inner or
lower side; as ghown at 6, to receive a trans-
parent panel or sheet of vlass 7, which is thus
removably mounted in the panel frame. The
glass is maintained in position by means of &
removable back 8, the edge of which is rab-

.beted, as md]cated at 9, in order to enable a

portlon of the back to fit into the opening of

the panel-frame-and into the rabbet thereof,

while another portion, constituting the edoe

.of the back;is adapted to overlap the rear suie

of the panel -framein order to secure a neat fit.

Between the back 8 and the glass panel is
arranged an advertising-sheet 10 upon which

may be printed busmess _cards and other
matter of an advertising nature. The adver-
tising-sheet may be either of cardboard or
metal or any suitable material. Between the
advertising-sheet 10 and the glass panel is
interposed a mat 11, which is provided with

.a number of opemnvs through which the in-

dividualadvertisementsare dlsplayed This
mat not only serves as a divider for separat-
ing and individually framing the several ad-
vertisements, but it also performs.the funec-
tion of a eushion for the glass, which is sup-
ported on variouslongitudinal and transverse
lines thereby.

Supports 12, in the form of Dbars or sbups
of wood or other material; are permanently
secured to the lowersurface of the panel-back
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and extend transversely thereof. . These

- supports project at-one end beyond one side

648,421

ets 23, secured to a wall orother vertical sup-
port, accordingly as occasion may require.
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or edge of the panel-back to receive inde-
pendent securing devices 14, which are in-
‘serted into the innerside of the panel-frame
for fastening the projecting ends of the sup-
ports to the panel-frame. These securing
devices are preferably in the form of screws,

which will enable the panel-back to bedrawn: |

toward the panel-frame for the purpose of
exerting the necessary pressure upon the ad-
vertising-sheet and the dividing-mat, so asto
effect a close contact between said.parts and

. the glass paneland exclude dust, &e. Italso

within the frame, so as toprevent-any mois-
ture from getting beneath the glass and soil-
ing or disfiguring the mat and advertising-
sheet

- ‘baek and provided with acute-angled tenons
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15, which fit into notches 16 in an adjacent
pa.nel -frame, the said supports ‘being shown

‘as terminally seated in the upper pormon of

the front panel-frame.

‘structed in substantially the manner above
described; but the panel-backs thereof are

’preferably held in place by means of fasten-

‘ers in the formof secrews17, passing through
the edges of the panel-back'where such edges
overlap the inher surface of the panel-frame,
thus doing away with the supports 12. . Said
supports are, however, important as far as
the upper panel-back is concerned, for the
reason that they serve, in addition to t;he pur-

“poses above set forth; to reinforce, strength-

en and brace. the writing-bed. The front
panel-back underlies the forward edges of

the supports 12 and serves as'a rest and ad-
‘ditional support therefor. .

A pairof superimposed panel-frames are
employed, each being provided with a pla-
rality of openings 19 and secured to the front
side of the extension-backboard by means of
serews or other suitable fasteners 20. With-
in said upper panel-frames are arranged ad-
vertising-sheets 21 and division and cush-

‘Joning majas 22, similar in arrangement and
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Mso—pm'/pose 5 to the correspondmv parts descnbed
“above.

Tt will thus be seen that we have prov1ded
a simple, neat, and attractive combination
writing-desk or cabinet in which advertising
mattex maybeadvantageouslydisplayed with-
“out interfering with the efficiency of the ar-
ticle as a desk. The several parts are con-
“veniently arranged for access, and whenever
“it is desired to change a business-card or a
portion of the advertising matter or to ar-

The supports 12, at their opposite-
ends, are extended shvhtly beyond the panel-

By reference to Fig. 5 of the drawings it

|.will be noted that the back for the vertical

panel-which is provided in the front of ‘the

- advertising - desk .is- disposed below the
" notches or seats 16, that are formed in said

front 'below the inclined top of the desk. The

70

75

eross-bars 12 have their front ends fitted in -

the seats or notches, 80 as to be supported by

| the. desk-front, while the other or rear ends
- of -said cross-bars are secured by separate
fasteners to. the desk-top.. The lower .edges
" of the cross-bars 12 are inclined in downward
enables the glass panel to be pressed tightly |

directions from the plane.of the notches or
seats 16, and the baek for the front panel-
frame is arranoed for its upper edge to en-

‘gage with ‘the “lower inclined edges of the

cross-bars 12. Although the panel-back for
the desk-front is fastened in place by suit-
able means, the inclined edges of the cross-
bars are adapted to exert a wedging action
onthe vertical panel-back in a manner to hold
the latter in place and prevent thesame from

| getting out of position in case the serews 17
Each of the front and end panels is com- |

should work loose.

‘In our invention the combmed mat and
cushion -which - is interposed between the
panel-back and the transparent front of the

and forming the boundanes for a large num-
ber of viewing-openings adapted to expose
the printed or ornamented faces of a plurality
of -advertising-cards or other medis which
are 1nterposed between the reticulated mat
and the panel-back. This mat, in conjunc-
tion with the transparent front or pane and

‘the panel-back; serves to clamp or confine the
‘advertising media securely in place within
‘the- panel- frame, and at the same time the

edges of the cards or other advertising media
are concealed by the webs of the reticulated
mat, thus making provision for easy removal
of certain of the cards and the interchange
thereof with other cards bearing different ad—

‘vertisements.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, is— -

1. An advertising-desk comprising a hori-

"zontal frame in the form of an open panel and

provided on its under side with the notched

“seats, 16, a panel-back fitted in said open
‘panel, the cross-bars; 12, fitted at one end in

and upheld by the seats and engaging with
the panel-back, and fasteners engaging with

“the other ends of the ceross-bars and with the
‘panel-frame, for the purpose descrlbed sub-

stantially as set forth,
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‘advertising-frame’ is formed by a plurality
“of webs dlsposed at right angles to each other -
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range a new advertising-sheet beneath the |

glass panel the panel-back may be readily
removed from the under side of the desk,
which is left .open for-that purpose. The
desk may be placed upon a hotel counter or

. reading-table or other horizontal support, or
it may be mounted upon one or more brack-

2. A frame for an adver tlslnv-desk having
a top in the form of an open panel a front
lying at an angle to the top and also in the
form of an open panel, and notched seats in

“the front and above the panel- opening there-

in, conibined with a panel fitted in the panel-
opening of the top, Cross- bars havmo one end
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thereof occupying the seats and provided
with thelowerinclined edges, a vertical panel-
back fitted in the panel-opening of the front
and engaging atits upper edge with the lower
inclined edges of the cross-bars, and fasten-
ers arranged to secure the free ends of the
cross-bars to the frame-top, as set forth.

3. In a desk of the class described, the com-
bination of a rabbeted panel-frame, a trans-
parent panel therein, a panel-back, trans-
verse bars fast with the panel-back and hav-
ing at one end a detachable fulcrum connec-
tion with a part of the desk ata point beyond
the panel-back, and fasteners which adjust-

ably conneet the other ends of said bars to 15
the panel-frame, whereby the bars may turn
on their fulerum connections and foree the
panel-back into the panel-frame to firmly
clamp the contents thereof, as set forth.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as 2o
our own we have hereto affixed oursignatures
in the presence of two witnesses.

‘GEORGE T. MOORE.
EDWARD 8. SHOOP.

Witnesses:
FRED LACY,
H. H. JoNESs.




