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To all whom it may concermn: -

Be it known that I, CLARENCE . WILEY,

a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Hartford, in the county of Hartford and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Indexes, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates more particularly to
that class of indexes in which the papers are
intended to be loosely retained between the
leaves of the index. )

The object of myinvention is to provide an
index in which-the defects in prior devices of
a like class are avoided and overcome and
which possesses several advantages as com-
pared to prior indexes.

Referring tothe drawings, Figurelisa plan
view of the first page of a book with my im-
proved form of index, the cover being opened
and cut away on the left. Fig. 2 is a plan
view of the completed book opened. Fig. 3
is a diagram view, on enlarged scale, showing
several leaves in their respective position
depthwise, but slid past each other laterally.
Fig. 4 is a diagram view showing how two
leaves may be cut and provided with the
rounded stub without waste of paper. Fig.
5 is a like view showing the idea as applied
to the formation of a stub for two of the in-
termediate letters of the alphabet.

In the accompanying drawings the letter a
denotes a leaf of the index, and b a rounded
projection from the edge, forming a tag, the
curved (and preferably circular) edge of this
tag being continued without break or angle
into the curved line of the recess ¢, cut into
the %d geof the leaf and located next below the
tag b.

Each leaf may be made of any material,

usually of paper, and in numbers sufficient:

to make up an index of the desired size.or
scope as to subject-matters covered by it.
Theleaves of the index register along the edge
where the tags are marked except at the point
where the rounded . tag projects so as to dis-
play the letter or character it bears and also
where the recess uncovers a small extent of
the surface of underlying leaves. The inci-
sion is preferably of the same shape as the tag
in outline, the edges of the two forming a re-
verse curve. ‘
On arranging the tag b and the recess ¢ with

the outline as described it is possible-to have
one cut provide two leaves without waste of
paper, as illustrated in Figs. 4and 5. InTig.
4 the letter ““A” may be marked on the leaf
to the left and the letter “Y ™ on the leaf to
the right, the latter being invertedand placed
in proper position. ~In Fig. 5 the manner of
forming two sheets with tags for the letters

“D” and “W?” is illustrated.

In my improved form of index there is no
square corner along the projecting edge from
top to bottom to be turned up .and form a
““Jdog-ear,” and the upper or first leaves pro-
vide a support for the under leaves, and thus
prevent their corners from being turned up.
A further advantage is in the increased space
on the tag or lap for letters or other charac-
ters. In view of the absence of angles to lo-
cate a point where a tear will commence no
reinforcement of the tag is needed; nor is
there any chance for the tag on one leaf to
cateh on another in the slight sliding move-
ment of one leaf on the other, which is usu-
ally permitted by the manner of binding in-
dexes or which may be the productof a wide
leaf. : :

In Fig. 8 the leaves of the index are shown
as slid out from under each other to more
clearly illustrate the shape of the tag and in-
cision next to it.

It isobvious that theindex may be arranged
with the echaracters on either edge desired and
in any desired number.

Another feature of my invention, which
may be used without an index or in connec-
tion with any particular form of index, re-
sides in providing each leaf with"an opening
d, preferably near the center, the cut-out por-
tion affording means by whichi any bill, memo-
randum,orlike on aslip of paper ¢ may be seen
as soon as the front cover of the index is
lifted. By inserting the finger in the open-
ing all the leaves may be at oncelifted which
overlie the leaf on which the slip lies and the
book at once opened to that place without re-
quiring the turning over of each single leaf.
As soon as this memorandum has been exam-
ined it may be turned over as a leaf and then
through the opening in the leaf of the book
the position of the next memorandum discov-
ered and the leaves lifted, as before described.
This feature of the invention is especially
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useful in connection with an index’ arranued
to hold copies of bilis and forming'a book of
reference for the accounts. alphabetlcally ar-

‘ranged; from which book they may be trans-
‘ferred to a ledger...

~ What I claim as my invention, and desne
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In anindex, in combmatlon a plural'

numberofleavéseach having a smvle tag pro-
jecting beyond the edge of the leaf and formed
with a rounded outlme and next to the tag a

recess within the edge of the leaf and with 1ts‘

edge formed on the same curveas the outline
of the tag, all substantially as deseribed.

2. As animproved article of manufacture,

o - o 648,476

‘a book having a sm?rle opening located at or
near the eentel and extendmg continuously

through the leaves from - front to back all

bubstantlally as described.

3. In combination in'an index haVan'a se-
ries of characters alongits edge, a smgle open-
ing located at or near the center and extend-
ing continuously through the leaves from the
front to the back of the book whereby on lift-

.ing a cover the exact position -of an 1nter-

leaved slip may be seen.
CLARENCE H WILEY
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