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To all whom it may concern:
Beitknownthat I, EDWARD MANLEY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois;
have invented a newand useful Goal-Post for
the Game of Intercollegiate or ¢ Rugby” Foot-
Ball, of which the following is a specification.
My invention relates to goal-posts for the
game of foot-ball now commonly played be-
tween university, college, and other teams.
The object of my invention is to sosuspend
the goal-bar proper in its position with refer-
ence to the field of play required by the rules
of the game that it and its support will inter-
fere ags little as possible with the movements
of the players, and consequently reduce,if not
entirely remove,the dangerof injury to them.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved goal-postin its preferred
form. Fig. 2 is a front elevation looking at
the construction shown in Fig. 1 from the
field of play. Fig. 3isamodified form of the
construction shown in Fig. 1, showing two
supports instead of one. Fig. 4 is another
modified construction, in which the support
is at one side, but in the plane of the goal-
posts. Fig.5isanother modification, in which
a single post in the center of the goal-bar and
in its plane is used. :
The game of foot-ball is played upon alarge
oblong playing-field (usunally marked off by
chalk-lines) having on or adjacent to each
rear line the ‘‘goal-post,” which has always
heretofore been constructed in the form of
an H of two upright posts set in the ground
with a horizontal cross-bar nailed or other-
wise secured thereto at a height somewhat
higher than the heads of the players. By the

. rules of the game one team of players are re-
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quired to kick, carry, or shove the ball across
the goal or rear line of the playing-field on
which the goal-posts above mentioned stand
and after having done so to withdraw toward
the center of the field and kick the ball over
the goal-bar and between the upright posts,
(or their axes produced.) The attempt to
shove or carry the ball over the line is re-
sisted with all possible energy by the oppos-
ing team. It will readily be seen that when

the two teams (usually each consisting of
eleven players) are engaged in this contest of
trying to shove the ball, and consequently

each other, over the goal-line and the ball is
near the goal-posts there-is great danger of
one or more players being crowded against
the goal-post and injured. There is alsothe
difficulty that because of fear of such an ac-
cident the defending player will not be able
to do his best.  The especial object of my in-
vention is to reduce these objections to a
minimum by reducing thenumber of supports
for the goal-bar from two to one, and prefer-
ably by placing the support for the barat
some distance outside the goal orrear line of
the field of play proper or by doing both, as
is shown in Fig. 1, (the preferred form of con-
struection.)

In the drawings, a represents a post or up-
right set in the ground at asufficient distance
back of the goal-line b b, (which is the line
at the rear of the field of play over which the
ball must be carried, as heretofore described.)
The post is so set that the players may work
with the ball on and over the line without
danger of coming in contact with the post.
¢is an arm extending from this post o and
carrying at its end the goal-pole d, which has
atits ends the vertical uprightse. Thespace

‘above the bar or pole d and between the up-

rights ¢ (or their axes produced) constitutes
what is technically known as the ‘‘goal” and
is held in a vertical plane directly above the
goal-line b b, as shown. :

Various materials may be used and the
forms of bracing the various parts may be
varied without departing from my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A goal-pole, consisting of a horizontal
pole with substantially-vertical uprights ris-
ing from its ends, for the game of foot-ball
so supported at the required height above the
goal-line that there are substantially no ob-
structions to the movements of the players on
and over the goal-line. :

2. A goal for the game of foot-ball, consist-
ing of a horizontal goal bar or pole supported
at a single point and having substantially-
vertical uprights rising from its ends.

3. In a goal for the game of foot-ball, the
combination’ of a support rising from the
ground at a point back of the goal-line, and
a goal pole or bar, with substantially-vertical
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uprights rising from its ends, so-secured
thereto that said goal-pole is held over the

goal-line at the height required by the rules
of the game. ‘ ,
4. In a goal for the game of foot-ball, the

combination of an npright supportrising from.

the ground at a point back of the goal-line,
an arm extending from said support toward

the plane of the goal-line and a goal bar or’

pole so_seeured- to said arm as to lie in the

plane of said goal-line at the height required|

by the rules of the game, . -

5. In a goal for the game of foot-ball, the.

combination of an upright supportrising from:
the ground at a point back of the goal-line,

-an-arm extending from said support toward
the plane of the goal-line and a goal bar or
pole, with substantially-vertical uprights ris-
ing from its ends, so secured to said arm as
to lie in the plane of said goal-line at the
height required by the rules of the game, the
height and length of said-arm being such that
the players may move on and over the goal-
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line without coming in contact with the goal- .

Dole orits support, substantially as described.
EDWARD MANLEY.

. Witnesses: :
CHARLES I.. HINE,

DwicaT B. CHEEVER.
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