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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

NORMAN E. PIERCE, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

PICTURE-FRAME CLAMP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 648,523, dated May 1, 1900.
Application flled December 26,1899, Serial No. 741,668, (No model)

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, NorMAN E. PIERCE, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of Chicago, county of Cook, State of Illi-
nois, have invented .a new and useful Im-
provement in Retaining-Clamps for Picture-
Frames, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The present state of the art of retaining
pictures in picture-frames presents great in-
conveniences. A back piece must be pro-
vided which is placed against.the back of the
picture and the two placed within the frame

against the glass and held in place by small

nails or tacks driven into the inner edges of
the frame. A great deal of trouble and an-
noyance are incurred in the driving and with-
drawing of the retaining-nails. Further, a
picture is placed within the frame and held
in place by the hand until the small nails can
be driven. When this is done, the picture is
held as placed. Should it be warped or mis-
shapen, there isno pressure to gradually force
it into form.

The object of my invention is to overcome
these inconveniences.

Ipresent by myinvention aretaining-clamp
which is readily and easily attached to the
frame and as easily detached therefrom. I
present a clamp which requires no back piece
to prevent marring the picture. I presenta
device which is in effect a spring clamp and
exerts a constant pressure on the picture re-
tained with the view of holding it constantly
in ghape. ; ‘

My invention is described particularly here-
in and. illustrated by the annexed drawings.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows my clamp
attached to the picture-frame. Fig. 2 shows
the manner of insertion of a picture when the
clamp is in position.
view of my clamp. Fig. 4 shows a variation
of my device.

My device consists of a wire peculiarly
bent and secured to the sides of the frame.
The wire is bent with the view of present-
ing certain parts on both sides of axis X X.
The ends of the wire C C form the ends of
the axis of the device and are intended to fit
into the inner edges of the frame D. This
may be accomplished either by having small

_vice.
Fig. 3 shows an edge.

sockets bored in -such frame into which the
ends C C may slip or by sharpening the ends
C C and pressing them into the wooden edge
of the frame wherever it is desirable.

Upon bending the wire to form my device
I form on one side of the axis X X the curved
portion B and on the opposite side of such
axis the parts A A.

The clamp is applied to the frame by com-
pressing the wire with the hands and insert-
ing the endsinto thesockets above mentioned,
or where the ends are sharpened by press-
ing such sharpened ends into the edge of the
frame D.

The device is held in position when applied
to the frame by the resilient property of the
wire, whieh is essential to its successful oper-
ation.

For the purpose of inserting a picture the
clamp need not be removed. The angles at
A A and the curve at B give sufficient spring
to the clamp to allow the picture to be in-
serted without removing the clamp. This
operation is shown in Fig. 2.

In order that there may be a constant pres-
sure on the picture while held in the frame,
I bend my wire so that the parts A A and
the part B lie in-different planes as viewed
from the edge. Fig. 3 shows this feature.
This is an edge view of my clamp, showing
the parts C C and A A in the same plane
and the part B in a different one. With this
construction by securing the device close
against the picture with the protruding plane
of B turned toward the picture the part B
must exert a constant, pressure upon the pic-
ture, holding it in position and restoring it
to shaps should it be warped when inserted.

In Fig. 4 I present a variation of my de-
In particularly-large frames it may be
desirable to provide for added substantial-
ity in my device. I provide for this contin-
gency a slot G in the ends of frame, into
which part B may be inserted. To insert or
remove device in this form, I press the wire
to the position shown by dotted lines in Fig. 4.

B represents the picture, and F the glass
of the frame lying against the ordinary flanges
in front of the frame.

I prefer to construct my elamp of metal
wire; but any hard resilient material may be
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used. The parts B.and A A may be formed
in any sized angles or curves and may be of
any desired numbér.

Ordiparily two of my clamps should be ap-
plied to a_frame to properly retain the pic-
ture; but any number may be used which the
necessities may seem to demand.

My device may also be used not only to re-
tain pietures, but mirrors, calendars, cards,

blank forms, or any article which may ordi- "

narily be placed in picture-frames.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. The eombination with a picture - frame
of a retaining-clamp consisting of a wire in-
serted at its termmals within the inner edges
of .opposite sides of said frame, and so ~bent
as to lie in close contact with the back of the

picture held within said frame, at a number |

648,523

of different points lying on either side of the
axis formed by the ends of said wire, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

2. The combination with a picture-frame
of a retaining-clamp consisting of a wire in-
serted at its terminals within the inner edges
of opposite sides of said frame, and so bent
as to present the portions-B and ‘A A, which
lie on different sides of the axis formed by
the ends C C, and which parts lie in differ-

| ent planes and exert a constant pressure upon

the back of the picture placed within said
frame, substantially as described and for the
purposes set forth.

NORMAN E. PIERCE.
" Witnesses: '

E. B. CoLE,
E. A. KIRKLAND.
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