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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN V. SEGER, &
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee and
State of Wisconsin, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Garment-
Supporters; and I do hereby declare that the
followingis afull, clear, and exact deseription
thereof. _

Myinvention has especial reference to that
class of garment-supporters known to the
trade as ‘‘skirt-hangers,” although not nec-
essarily confined thereto; and it consists in
certain peculiarities of construction and com-
bination of parts, as will be fully set forth
hereinafter and subsequently claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of my improved device; and Fig. 2is a
vertical section thereof, taken on the line 2 2
of Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawings, A A represent
the ends, and B the cross-piece or central por-
tion, of a yoke-bar forming part of said de-
vice. This yoke-bar is preferably made of
wood. Thelower part of each end A is formed
with a transverse recess b in the face thereof,
and the upper part of each end with another
recess ¢, alsoinits face and extending through
the upper line of said end. In the interme-
diate portions d d of the said ends A A are
secured screw-eyes e ¢, one pair in each end,
to receive fulerum bolts or pins ff. C Crep-
resent coiled springs mounted on said bolts
or pins f f, each spring comprising a pair of

centrally-separated coils united by a loop g,

which projects toward the lower line of said
ends A, while the outer ends of said springs
h I project toward the upper line of the de-
vice and rest on the described parts d d.
These springs C are each made of a single

"strip of stiff spring-wire.

D D represent the clamping-plates, formed
integrally with their shanks ¢ ¢+ and levers or
thumb-plates 7 7, of any suitable metal, the
said shanks ¢ normally resting on the de-
scribed fulerum bolts or pins f and being
formed with central transverse depressions %
to receive the lower ends of the loops g of the
said springs. The bottoms of the ends A, be-
low the described transverse recesses b, con-
stitute rounded ribs m, and the described
clamping - plates D extend horizontally to-
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ward the ends A and have upturned oblique
inner edges n, adapted to be forced by the
springs C against the recessed ends just above
the plane of the said rounded ribs mn, as best
shown in Fig. 2.

The operation of my device will be readily
understood from the foregoing description of
its construction taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings. If a skirt, for ex-
ample, is to be suspended by means of my
device, the skirt-band is doubled, so that the
garment is folded flatly, and said band is then
slipped to place in the recessed faces b b of
the ends A A and held by the force of the
springs C C between the said ends and the
edges n n of the clamping-plates D D, the lat-
ter being forced away from the ends by de-
pressing the thumb-plates j j in an obvious
manner for the admission of the garment,
the upper recesses ¢ ¢ permitting the inward
movement of said thumb-plates to any degree
required.

My hangers hold the garment securely and
firmly and by reason of the desecribed yoke
construction are adapted to hold such gar-
ments as may be higher or have a surplusof
goods at some intermediate points, as well as
such garments as have a straight upper edge,
and when the garment is secured in place the
device, with the garment attached, may be
quickly suspended by means of the hook K, so
as to be readily accessible when required.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A garment-stipporter comprising a sus-
pension device, and a rigid yoke-bar secured
thereto, said yoke-bar having upperand lower
recesses in the faces of the ends thereof; ful-
crum-bolts supported on said ends, at points
intermediate of said recesses; clamping-plates
having shanks normally resting against said
fulerum - bolts, and terminating in thumb-
plates in line with the said upper recesses;
and springs mounted on said fulerum-bolts
and bearing against the yoke-bar ends and
against the shanks of the clamping-plates to
force thelatter toward thelower recessed faces
of said ends.

2. A garment-supporter, comprising a sus-
pension-hook, and a rigid yoke-bar secured
thereto, said yoke-bar having upperandlower

55

6o

63

70

75

8o

85

90

95

100



10

5

D

recesses in the.faces of the ends thereof, and
transverse rounded ribs below the said lower
recesses; screw-eyes secured to said ends at
points intermediate of said recesses; fulerum-
bolts supported by said screw- eyes, clamp-

ing-plates having flat shanks normally rest-.

ing against said fulelum bolts, and terminat-
ing in thumb-plates in line with said upper

recesses, the said shanks having transverse -

depressions at points inter medlate between
their fulerum-points and the clamping -plates,
and said clamping-plates terminating in up-
turned oblique inner edges, adapted for en-
gagement with said recessed ends above the

plane ofsaidroundedribs; and springs formed |~
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of continuous strips of stiff spring-wire, bent
around said fulerum-bolts, on each side of

-said shanks,with central loops in engagement
‘with the shank- -recesses, and ends bearing

against the ends of the yoke -bar at points in-
termedmte between the upper and lower re-

-eesses in the faces thereof.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I

-have hereunto.set my hand, at Mllwaukee in

the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis-
consin, in the presence of two witnesses.
BENJAMIN V. SEGER.
. \Wl‘tnesses :
H. G. UNDERWOOD,
“~  B. C. ROLO¥FF.
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