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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

EDWARD M. BENTLEY,  OF' NEW YORK, N. Y.

PENCIL.

S‘PECIFICATIONIforming part of Letters Patent No. 648,833,

dated May 1, 1900,

Application fled Novemher 13, 1897, Serial No. 658,371, Mo model)

To @il whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, EDWARD M. BENTLEY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at New
Vork, (Lawrence,) county of Queens, State of
New York, haveinvented certainnewand use-
fal Improvements in Pencils, of which the fol-
lowing isaspecification, reference being mado
to the accompanying drawings, wherein—

‘Figures 1 and 2 represent. the two separate
parts of my pencil, and Fig. 3 represents the
article with the parts assembled. ’

The purpose-of my invention is to provide

.a pencil which shall be similar in all respects
to the ordinary wooden pencil and. of equal

or nearly equal cheapness, but in which the

--presont mcthod of sharpening by cuttingaway.

the wood is avoided. I purposealso that by
reason of the simplicity and cheapness of my
arrangement it shall be possible to regard the
envelop surrounding the lead not as a per-
manent casing to be periodically supplied
with new leads, but ‘as a part to be thrown
away in the usual manner when the lead is
exhausted. Thusthe inconvenience of keep-
ing on hand a supply of leads may be avoided.

T construct the pencil of two semicircular
or semihexagonal strips which have the shape
of those usually employed, but are perma-
nently pointed at their fower énd, and instead
of being glued together and having the lead
permanently attached thercto they are sep-
arable from each-other and from the lead and
are held together by external spring-clamps,
one at each end and one, at least, readily re-
movable, so that as the lead becomes worn it
is only necessary to slip off the spring-clamp,
separate the two halves slightly, and allow the
lead to drop as far as desired; when the clamp

_is replaced and the lead again held fast be-

tween the twostrips. .Thetwo strips are sub-

stantially rigid, while the clamps are yield-

10 receive the loose lead C.

at the lower end and

‘their length.

ing, so that the lead is held firmly through-
oub its entire length hetween the twoshinilar
stifl strips.

In Fig. 1, A represents one of the two strips
above referred to, which is semicircular or
semilioxagonal in cross-seétion. It is point-
od at its lower ond and is centrally grooved

is shown a similar strip B, while in Fig. 3 the
strips A and 13 are placed side by side and hreld
iti position by a detachable spring-clamp. D
at the upper cud by &
spring-clamp E, the latter being permanently

attached and, if desired, alsocon tainingarub-

ber eraser in the usual way. dhe grooves in
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In Fig. 2 there . .
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the two strips are of such size and depth.as -

to clamp the lead lirmly between them along

As the lead € is conswmned it is only neces-
sary to slip off the clamp D, when the twe
parts A and B can be spread
slight yielding of the clamp K. This will per-
mit the loose lead ¢, which is shown in Ifig.
1 as not extending up to the clamp 1, to drop
the desired distance, and the clamp D is then
replaced by
of the pencil and the two parts thereby re-
stored to their normal positien. - -

What I elaim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters %itent, is— ' '

In a pencil, the combination with the lead
‘of two rigid strips separable throughout their -
entire length to receive the lead and confined.’

by a yielding connection at the upper end.and-

at the lower end by a detachable clamp.
Ih witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand the 12th day of Novewnber, 1897.
a T EDWARD M. BENTLEY.
Witnesses:
G. W. HoPKINS,
L. T. Suaw.,

apart hy the
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slipping it over the pointed end .
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