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Lo all whom it may eoncern:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM II. ASHBY, a
citizen of the United Smtes residing in Mason
county, State of Texas, (whose post office ad-
dress is Field Creek,) hme invented certain
new and useful Improvements inTongue-Sup-
ports for Vehicles and the Like; and T dode-
clare the following to be a full, clem and ex-
act description of the mventlon sueh as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,

and to the letters of reference marked there-_

on, which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
a tongue-support for the tongues of vehicles
and the like.

One object of the invention is to provide
an exceedingly simple and effective eatch or
holder for holding the support up against the
under side of the tongue.

A further object is to providean operating
device orlever on the upperside of the tonfrue
for operating said holding clip or cateh.

A further object is to p10v1de asimple and
effective spring clip or eatch which when the
support is folded up against the under side
of the tongue will engage and hold the same.

A fu1ther object is to generally improve
and simplify the construction of a holding
clip or cateh for a tongue- -support.

‘With such and other objects in view the
invention is embodied in the novel parts, ar-

rangements, and combination of parts here-
inafter described, and particularly set forth
in the claims.

Inthe accompanying drawings I have illus-
trated one form of the invention, but desire
it understood that I do not intend to limit the
invention to the construection which I have
here shown for the purpose of aiding in an
understanding of the invention.

In the- drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a portion of a tonvue, showing my in-
vention applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a trans-
verse sectional view through the tongue,show-
ing the clip in elevation. Fig.3isa top plan

view of the parts shown in Fw 1.

Referring to the drawings, A indicates a
tongue for a vehiele or the 11ke, only the for-
Wald portion of which is shown. This tongue
is shown provided atits forward end with the

‘usual stop or projection forengaging the neck-
yoke and with a forward loop or eye. This
portion forms no part of the invention.

B indicates a tongue-support which, as will
be seen from the drawings, is hinged in any
desirable or convenient manner at & to the
underside of the tongue near its forward end.
The tongue-support is adapted to be swung
on said hinge up into substantially-horizon-
tal position against theside of the tongue, as
indiecated in Fig. 1

On the upper side of the tongue in a posi-
tion forward of the rear end of the tongue-
support when it is folded against the tongue
is a bracket C, which, it will be seen, hasan
upwardly-extending pivot lug or bearing D,
which may be and is shown as being bifur-
cated and provided with a transverse open-
ing or aperture for a pivot-pin, which latter
is indicated at d. The bracket C also has at
each side thereof an upwardly-extending
pivot lug or bearing, (indicated at E,) which
lugs E may also, if preferred, and they are S0
shown be bifurcated and pr ovided with open-
ingsor apewures for the pivot-pins, (indicated
at e.) Pivoted on the pivot-pins e are two
¢lip arms or fingers F, each of which has a
horizontal portion f, a substantially-vertical
portion f', which extends down at the side of
the tongue, and a lower inbent portion f#un-
derneath the tongue, and a downwardly bent
or curved under portion f3. As stated, the
clip arms or fingers I are pivotally supported
on the pivot-pins e. Their horizontal por-
tions f, extending toward each other between
bearing-lugs E and the lower inbent portions
f?, approach each other beneath or below the
tongue. DBetween the lugsEisformed a suit-
able casing or boxing for a spring, which is
indicated at @, said spring lying beneath
and adapted to exert upward pressure on both
of said horizontal portions f. This spring
may be, as shown, a coil-spring. The action
of the spring exerting upward pressure on the
portion f is to force the lower inbent portions
f? into contact or engagement below the
tongue, and these portions are normally held
in yielding contact.

Pivotally supported on the pivot-pin d is
an operating-lever II, one end of which, 2,
lies above the two adjacent ends of the por-
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tions f of the clip-arms ¥ and is adapted by .
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thie lifting of the other end of the lsvér to
exert downward pressure on the portions
against the action of the spring G and open
or separate the lower portions f? of the elip-
arms.

Such being the construction of the device,
it is intended to be operated or used in sub-
stantially the following manner: Supposing
the tongue-support to be in its vertical sup-
porting position, it is simply necessary to
swingthesame upwardly until itengages with
the down bent or curved portions f® of the
clip-arms, when by a slight pressure the sup-

port B will separate the elip-arms and pass |

between and above their inbent portions f%
which portions will then be forced by the
springintoengagement below the supportand
retain the same in this horizontal position.
‘When it is desired to release the support, it
is simply necessary to lift the outer end of
thelever H, depressing the end A, and thereby
separating the lower ends of the clip-arms,
which thus permit the disengagement of the
tongue-support.

It is evident that but a single elip-arm
might be made to serve the purpose of the
twoshown and described ; butI deem itprefer-
able to provide two, as shown.

It will be observed that the handle end of
the lever II has an upwardly bowed or curved
portion I, which permits of readily grasping
the lever. The outer end of this portionI
normally engages the upperface of the tongue.

ITaving thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— .

1. The combination with a tongue, of a sup-
port therefor, and a holding clip or catch for
said support, comprising an arm, a bracket
to which said arm is pivoted, a spring acting
on said arm to move the same in one direc-
tion, and anindependently-pivoted lever, one

end of which is adapted to engage 4 part of
said arm to move the same against the action
of said spring, substantially ds described. |

2. The combination with 4 tongue, and
torigue-support, of aliolding clip or catch com-
prising a bracket, two clip-arms pivoted on
said bracket and having portions extending
toward each other, a spring acting on saia
portions to force the ends of said clip-arms
toward each other, and a lever adapted to en-

" gage said portions and force the same against

the action-of said spring; substantially as

described. ‘ ‘
8. The combination with a tongue, and a
support therefor, of a holding clip or cateli
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for said support comprising a bracket on the

upper side of said tongue provided with two

bearing-lugs, a clip-arm pivoted to each lug;
each arm extending down on one side of the
tongue and each arm having upper horizontal
portion f and a lower inbent portion f% a
spring between said pivot-lugs exerting up-
ward pressure on said horizontal portions f,
and a lever pivoted to a lug on said bracket
and. adapted to exert downward pressure
againsttheaction of said spring, substantially
as deseribed.

4. A clip or catch, the combination of a

. bracket having two pivot-lugs, a spring be-

tween said luge, a clip-arm pivoted to each
lug and having a portion upon which said
spring exerts pressure in one direction, a le-
ver pivot-lugon said bracket and a lever piv-
oted to said lug and adapted to exert pressure

on said clip-arms against the action of said

spring, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM II. ASIBY.

Witnesses:
I M. FICKLING,
W. E. MCGUFFIN.

6o

65

70

75




