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Application filed May 29, 1899, Serial No, 718,784, (No model.)

To «ll whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, NATHANIEL GRANT

TFRENCH, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Jay, in the county of Franklin and

State of Maine, have invented a new and use-
ful Book-Support, of which the following is
a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
book-supports.

One object of the present invention is to
improve the construection of book-supports
and to provide a simple and comparatively
inexpensive one designed to be mounted on
a desk and capable of being arranged over
the same or at one side thereof and of being
used in connection with a roll-top desk as
well as one having a flat top.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a book-support of this character which
will be adapted to hold a book at any desired
inclination and which will be capable of sup-
porting two books, so that either may be ex-
amined withoutinterfering with the other.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a book-rest which will be also adapted
for use as a copy-holder.

The invention consists in the eonstruction
and novel combination of parts hereinafter
fully described, illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings and pointed outin the ¢laims
hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a book-support constructed in ac-
cordance with thisinvention. Fig. 2isa ver-
tical sectional view of the same. Fig. 3isa
detail view of the resilient brace which en-
gages the ratchet-plate. Fig. 4 is a detail
view of the ratchet-plate.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding partsin allthe figures of the draw-
ings.

1 designates a book-support composed of
leaves 2 and 3, hinged to a transverse bar 4
by means of plates 5, arranged at the ends
of the bar and provided with perforated ears
adapted to receive suitable pintles or pivots.
The leaves or sections are provided at their
outer edges with transverse flanges 5" and 6,
either of which is adapted toform a ledge or
shelf for supporting a book, and the leaves
or sections are supported at any desired in-

clination by braces 7 and ratenet-plates 8, ar-
ranged on the lower faces of the leaves or
sections, as clearlyillustrated in Fig. 2 of the
accompanying drawings. The inner edges
of the leaves or sections are arranged near
the upper edge of the bar 4, which projects
above the hinges and is adapted to form a
ledge for the upper leaf or seetion, The
braces, which are substantially U-shaped, are
composed of resilient sides and a connecting
cross-piece 9,the cross-pieces of the two braces
being arranged in bearings 10 of a plate 11,
whereby the braces are hinged to the lower
edge of the transverse bar 4. The plate 11,
which is arranged at the lower edges of the
transverse bar, is provided with side portions
and the bearings are formed at its angles,
The side portions of the plate 11 are secured
to the faces of the transverse bar 4, and the
outer ends of the sides of the braces are bent
outward to form engaging arms or portions
which interlock with the ratchet-plates 8.
Each ratchet-plate 8, which is let into the
lower face of the leaf or section to which it is
secured, is provided with a pair of longitudi-
nal slotsor openings 14, and it has a longitudi-
nal series of lugs arranged at the outer side of
each of theslotsand forming recesses 15, which
are adapted to be engaged by the arms of the
brace,whereby the leaf or section is supported
at any desired angle. The engaging portions
of the sides are introduced into the openings
or slots of the ratchet-plate by means of cen-
trally-arranged entrance-notches 16, and they
are adapted tobe engaged withany of thelugs
of the ratchet-plate. The brace is adapted
to be compressed to withdraw its arms from
engagement with the recesses of the ratchet-
plate, and by holding the sides compressed
in this manner the leaf or section may be
swung upward ordownward. Assoon asthe
leaf or section is arranged in the desired po-
sition the sides of the brace are released and
the arms will engage the adjacent notcheg or
recesses. The ratchet-plate is provided at

opposite sides with perforated ears, and its
ends are also perforated to receive secrews or
other suitable fastening devices for securing
it to the lower-face of the leaf or section.
The plate 11 is provided at its bottom hori-
zontal portion with an opening which regis-
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ters with a socket 17, which receives an outer
pivot 18 of a swinging support 19, and the
latter is provided at itsinner end with a pivot
20, which is arranged in a suitable socket or
bearing of a horizontally-swinging arm 21.
The arm 21, which is provided at its inner
end with pintles 22, is designed to be hinged
to a desk or other suitable support, as illus-
trated in Fig. 1 of the accompanying draw-
ings. The desk is provided with eyes 23 to
receive the pintles 22, and the bearing at the
outer end of the arm 21 consists of an upper
eye 24 and a lower socket 25. By the ar-
rangement of theswingingarm and the swing-
ing support as illustrated in Fig. 1 of the
drawings the book-rest isadapted to be swung
over the desk or to a position at one side
thereof or in front of the same, and the ar-
rangement also permits the book-support to
be advantageously employed on roll-top
desks.

The leaf 2 is provided at opposite sides
with guide-rods 26, on which are arranged
links 27, which are connected by an elastic
cord 28, adapted to hold a copy on the face
of the leaf or section and extending across
the same, and it is designed to be employed
as a book mark or indicator.

The invention has the following advan-
tages: The book-support, which is simple and
comparatively inexpensive in construction,
isadapted to receive a book on each of its
leaves-or sections, and it is capable of ready
adjustment to arrange a book over a desk or
at a point adjacent to the same. The leaves
or sections areindependently adjustable and
may be arranged at any desired ineclination
and either may be brought to the top, so that
the guides and the sliding marking device

may be arranged at the bottom or the top, as
desired.

Changes in the form, proportion, size, and
the minor details of construction within the
scope of the appended claims may be resort-
ed to without departing from the spirit or sac-
rificing any of the advantages of this inven-
tion. :

‘What is claimed is— '

1. A device of the class described compris-
ing a narrow horizontal bar and having its
side faces vertical, a pair of leaves or sec-
tions hinged tothe baratopposite sides there-
of and provided at their outer edges with
ledges, either leaf or section being capable
of swinging above or below the bar, where-
by the leaves or sections are adapted to sup-
port two books, one above the other, at either
side of the said bar, and means for support-
ing the leaves or sections in their ad justment,
substantially as described.

2. A device of the.class deseribed compris-
ing a support, a leaf or section hinged to the
support, a plate secured to the lower face of
the leaf or section and provided with an open-
ing, and having opposite notches, said plate
being provided at its inner face with longi-
tudinal series or lugs forming recesses, and
a brace hinged to the support and provided
with arms adapted to pass through the said
notches and engaging the lugs, substantially
described. . .

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I have heretoaffixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

NATHANIEL GRANT FRENCH.

Witnesses: '

EVERETT 1. SMITH,
J. WALTER STETSON.
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