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To all whom @t may concerm:,

Be it known that I, JouN THURELL, a citi:
zen of the United States, residing at North
Adams, in the county of Berkshire and State
of Massachusetts, haveinvented new and use-
ful Improvements in Shoe-Forms, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improved shoe-
form.

It is an object of ‘the invention to provide
a shoe-form of improved construction which
may be used to keep the upper or fore part
of the shoe in shape while making the same
or to preserve the shape of the shoe while dis-
playing the same in a shoe-window orthe like.

It is a further and specific object of the
invention to provide a shoe-form having a
spring heel member to render the form self-
adjusting and to combine therewith a plate
for upsetting or clenching the nails driven
into the heel.

With these objects in view the invention.

residesin the features of construction and the
combination or arrangement of parts herein-
after described, and particularly pointed out
in the claims.

I have illustrated my invention in the ac-
companymd drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a pelspeetlve view of my im-
ploved device, showing one form of heel-
spring applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of a modified form of spring. Fig.
3 is a similar view of another form of heel-
spring with a plate combined therewith, and
Fig. 4 is a like view of these parts detached

The numeral 1 indicates the form or fol-
lower proper, which is of the general shape
or configuration and size of the class of shoes
to which it is designed tobe applied and which
is made of any suitable material, such as
stiffened leather, cardboard, thin sheet metal,
or the like. Whatever the material used, it
must be of a somewhat-springy nature to per-
mit the form toreadily adjust itself to varia-
tions in the width of the shoes to which it
would ordinarily be applied.

The numerals 2 2 indicate the twoside mem-
bers of the form, which project back a greater
or less distance toward the heel portion of the
ghoe, which latter is usually stiff enough to
maintain its shape without the use of a form.
In order to provide for the automatic adjust-

ment of these side members, I employ a lengtli
of sprm«-wxre bent or cur Ved upon itself, as
indieated at 3, to form two diverging spring-
arms4 4, which in the form shown in I‘w lare
curved upwald upon themselves, as mdxcated
at 5 5, and then outward at noht angles to
form £wo pivot-points 6 6, Wthh are 1nselted
from the inside through the rear ends of the
side members 2 2 near “the tops thereof. The
spring-arms 4 4 serve to press the members
2 2 apart, so that wlien the form is inserted
in the shoe they will yield and conform to the
shape of the shoe and by the spring-pressure
serve to maintain such shape. The curved
portions 5 5 operate to press the bottom parts
of the side members 2 2 outward against the
sides of the shoe.

In Fig. 2 the endsof the wire are shown to
be coiled, as indicated at 7 7, so as to give a
more extended spring bearing-surface at this
point.

In Figs. 3 and 4 the heel-spring is made, as
before,of asinglelength of spring-wire curved
to conform to the shape of the heel and pro-
vided on opposite sides with two spring-arms
4*, having pivot-points 6, and with two in-
wardly-extending prongs 8 8 and at the rear
with an upright spring member 9. The
prongs 8 § are designed to engage in recesses
10 10, located, respectively, on opposite sides
of a metal plate 11, of the general shape and
size of the heel. With this construction of
the heel-spring when the form has been in-
serted in the shoe said heel-spring is turned
downward on its pivots 6 6 and the plate 11
brought to bear upon the bottom of the shoe
at the heel, the upright spring member 9 en-
gaging the baek of the shoe and holding the
parts fivmly in position. Nails driven info

the heel will be upset or clenched by this"

plate, as will be understood.

Thus my improved form or follower can be
used not only to preserve the shape of the
shoe while displaying it, but also while the
sole is being sewed on, and the heel-plate in
addition subserves the useful function above
described. When the heel-plateis not needed,
it may be removed from the heel-spring by
pressing the spring-arms thereof apart, so as
to move the prongs out of engagement with
the recesses of said plate,and the heel-spring
can then be used in connection with the form
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for the purpose of giving shape to the shoe
merely. ' '

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new is—

1. A shoe-form having integral projecting
side members, in combination with a heel-
spring comprising a single length of spring-
wire curved to afford spring-arms, said arms
having their ends pivotally and detachably
secured in the ends of said side members, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A shoe-form having integral projecting
side members, in combination with a heel-
spring comprising a single length of spring-
wire curved to afford spring-arms, said arms
having their ends pivotally secured in the
ends of said side members, and being bent
downwardly from the point of such pivotal
connection, substantially as described.

3. A shoe-form having integral projecting
side members, in combination with a heel-
spring comprising a single length of spring-
wire curved to afford spring-arms, said arms
being provided with inwardly - extending
prongs and having their outer ends pivotally
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mounted in the said projecting side members,
and a heel-plate provided on opposite sides
with recesses for receiving said prongs,where-
by the plate may be carried by said heel-
spring, substantially as described.

4. A shoe-form having integral projecting
side members, in combination with a heel-
spring comprising a single length of spring-
wire-bent at right angles to afford an integral
upright spring member at the rear of the heel-
spring, and curved to afford spring-arms, said
arms being provided with inwardly-extend-
ing prongs and having their outer ends pivot-
ally secured in said projecting side members,
and a heel-plate provided on opposite sides
with recesses to receive said prongs, whereby
the plate may be removably carried by said
heel-spring, substantially as described.

In testimony wheéreof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

JOHN THURELT.

Witnesses:

ELI JARVIS,
JOSEPH CARPENTER, JJr.

30

35

40

45




